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Founded in 2001, Fifth Chukker Polo & Country Club is a private public partnership that represents the new in the old world of the equestrian 

sport of Polo in Nigeria. With over four hundred thoroughbred polo ponies stabled in a three thousand hectare resort and three professional polo 

fields, Fifth Chukker Polo & Country Club sets a benchmark in excellence while maintaining its relaxed family orientated atmosphere.

Famous for its high goal extravaganzas. Fifth Chukker is Nigeria’s best internationally known sporting venue, having hosted high profile 

competitions featuring top professional players from around the world.

The club also offers Horse Trekking which combines amazing scenery and the chance to feel the pulse of life in the Nigerian savanna woodland of 

the Kangimi Resorts. The Fifth Chukker Riding School has been designed for those serious about riding. 
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after Maraban-Jos.
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FunMi oLADEinDE-ogBuE  is co-founder and 
managing partner of Ancorapoint. Prior to founding 
Ancorapoint Funmi worked in multinational organisations 
such as Abacan, Shell, British American tobacco and nexen 
inc for more than 15 years. A graduate from the university 
of Manchester, Funmi is a polo enthusiast and loves to ride. 

oBEBE oJEiFo is co-founder of Ancorapoint and has a 
Masters degree from the London School of Economics. She 
has played a major role in developing many award-winning 
marketing strategies for global 500 companies such as BP, 
HSBC, AXA, HP, Linde Prudential and SunStoragetek. obebe 
began riding when she was 10 at the ibadan Polo Club and has 
since maintained an avid passion for the game of polo.

AuRoRA EAStWooD  is a polo player (reaching a 1 
goal handicap), producer of high goal ponies and freelance 
journalist. over 20 years experience in the polo world give 
her a unique insight and depth of understanding that few 
other journalists possess. in addition, she has played all over 
the world - Brazil, uruguay, Argentina, india, Thailand, 
Portugal, Belgium and of course the uK. 

SARAH CARtLEDgE is a well-known lifestyle and 
celebrity contributor, whose interviewees range from 
presidents and politicians to high-profile sportsmen and 
women. An oxford graduate, she would like to say her own 
sporting achievements are similar but, having written about 
such amazing Fifth Chukker polo players, she realises she 
still has a long way to go.

LAuRA BRiDgEStoCK is an oxford graduate and 
experienced writer who contributes to many magazines and 
web-based publications.  Although she hasn’t played polo 
yet, she feels confident that she could negotiate her way 
through a game, though whether the horse would follow is 
another question.

LESLEy MitCHELL is a London-based graphic designer 
specialising in book and magazine design. She has 
thoroughly enjoyed working on a publication dedicated 
to such an exhilarating sport and has been particularly 
impressed by all that the nigerian polo community is doing 
to assist those less fortunate.

yuSuF SAAB is the super-efficient representative of the 
Fifth Chukker Polo and Country Club on the team. He is 
the Administrative Manager of Fifth Chukker Resorts and 
provides the historical perspective and information about 
polo. yusuf is a graduate of the university of Leeds. 

68





Fifth Chukker Magazine | october 20116

running head

BarBedos a company with its finger on the pulse.
www.barbedosgroup.com

proud supporters of fifth chukker 
polo and country club since 2001

A conglomerate of Nigerian-registered companies, Barbedos Group has established itself as a national and international 

leader in the oil and gas, automobile and aviation sectors as well as electrical goods and agricultural supplies.

Our success and continued growth is based on commitment to investment in infrastructure,  

technology and people – developing a solid foundation of expertise and constantly  

looking to the horizon with new innovations.

Skyjet AviAtiON  
ServiceS Limited

Travel in comfort and style with 
Skyjet Aviation, a subsidiary of 
Barbedos. Our fleet of luxury, 
top range jets are ready to fly 

whenever you are. 

BArBedOS cArS Limited

With two decades of experience, 
and an unbeatable selection of 
conventional as well as exotic 
cars, trucks and specialised 

vehicles, Barbedos Cars Limited 
is guaranteed to have the right 

model for you. 

BArBedOS OiL & GAS 
ServiceS Limited

Trading across the spectrum, from 
crude oil to refined and semi-

refined products, Barbedos Oil 
& Gas has become an industry 
leader in Nigeria, with a wide 

international client base.

BArBedOS veNtureS Limited

Years of expertise make Barbedos 
Ventures the last word on 

procuring high quality fertilizer, 
chemicals, and food products in 

the agro-allied sector.

BarBedos
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chairman’s foreword

This magazine – just 
like Fifth Chukker – 
will be a showcase for 
the best of polo and all 
aspects of luxury living

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the launch of our new Fifth Chukker 
Magazine, a luxury lifestyle magazine for everyone interested in polo, fashion, 
travel and more. As we continue to develop Kangimi Resort into a luxury leisure 
complex and community, this magazine – just like Fifth Chukker – will be a 
showcase for the best of polo and all aspects of luxury living.

This first issue looks at some of the most significant Milestones and Memories 
of Fifth Chukker’s first decade – including the first ever International Military Polo 
Tournament, Nigeria’s first ‘Battle of the Sexes’, and trailblazing partnerships with 
charities UNICEF and Work to Ride.

There are contributions from some of Nigeria’s top polo players and businessmen, 
giving insights into how they got to the top of the game and the top of their industries. 
You can also find out about the most exciting past and upcoming polo tournaments 
around the world, get the scoop on some of Africa’s finest luxury travel destinations, 
and browse the latest collections from Nigerian fashion designers making a splash on 
the world stage.

So, what are you waiting for? Turn the page and enjoy!

Ahmed dAsuki
Chairman of the Board of Trustees

 
 
 
BoARd MEMBERS 
Adamu Atta  
Babangida Hassan 
Umaru Aliyu 
Ayo olashoju 
Kashim Bukar Shettima
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Jamil ibrahim

Jamil Ibrahim is a member 
of the Accra Polo club. He 
is also the country director 
of the DARA – SALAM 
GROUP, and a member of 
the “Crack Ghanian squad”. 
Jamil has played polo at 
international polo clubs such 
as the Ham Polo Club in the 
United Kingdom. Here Jamil 
provides contributions about 
the Accra Polo Club.

Phil meadows

Phil Meadows runs Cool 
Hooves Polo, one of the 
most successful polo schools 
in the country and is based at 
the Royal County of Berkshire 
Polo Club. Phil Meadows is a 
professional HPA Coach who 
has played polo for over ten 
years. His open and friendly 
approach to teaching, 
coupled with his passion for 
polo, has inspired countless 
students to become polo 
“junkies”.

daPo oJora

Dapo Ojora is the 
Managing Director of 
Discovery Resources, 
a telecommunications 
company in Nigeria, and a 
member of the Lagos Polo 
Club. Fondly referred to as 
Baba Polo, Dapo has played 
polo for over 30 years. His 
love for animals and polo is 
well-known and he was one

 of the highest handicapped 
players in the country. Dapo 
is very well regarded.

Yinka akinkugbe

Yinka Akinkugbe is a 
businessman in Lagos with 
a diverse range of interests. 
Nearly a Polo Veteran 
(‘nearly’ is his word) he 
started playing in Ibadan in 
the 60’s, retired in the 90’s 
and keeps threatening a 
return in Lagos Polo Club 
where he earned his 2 goal 
handicap. He has served 
on committees in Ibadan 
and Lagos Clubs, been 
President of the latter, as well 
as Secretary of the National 
Polo Association. He is also a 
member of the Guards Polo 
Club, UK as well as the Accra 
Polo Club, Ghana. 

sheYi afolabi

Sheyi Afolabi is a professional 
photographer based in 
London England, specialising 
in sports, motorsport and 
the automotive industry.  
He endeavours to cover 
events and commissions in a 
creative and artistic manner 
using natural light and colour 
to their maximum effect. 
Sheyi combines his love of 
sports with the beautiful 
world of photography. 

Chris bethell

Chris Bethell started playing 
polo at an early age, 
following in the footsteps of 
his father and grandfather. 
In early eighties Chris 
turned professional playing 
at all levels including the 
Cowdray Park Gold Cup, 
along the way working 
and playing with some of 
the greats in world polo, 
Hector Barrantes , Gonzalo 
Pieres  Carlos Gracida and 
Adolfo Cambiaso, to name 
but a few. The next natural 
progression  for Chris  was 
to move into management 
and professional umpiring, 
and for the last 10 years has 
managed Cowdray Park 
Polo Club.

Catherine Cairns

Catherine Cairns is owner 
of Uitgedacht Farm a polo 
facility in South Africa. 
Nestled in the beautiful 
Maluti Mountains in the 
Eastern Free State of South 
Africa, Catherine promotes 
the involvement of black 
children in polo through her 
organisation Polo Africa. 
Catherine is the sponsor of 
the only black South African 
team in the country and her 
development programme 
also enriches the lives of 
children from the local 
community, who are given 
the chance to learn polo and 
horsemanship

tonY ramirez

Tony Ramirez  is a renowned 
polo photographer whose 
work has appeared in major 
publications both in the 
UK and worldwide (The 
Financial Times, Daily Mail, 
Hurlingham Magazine, Polo 
Times, The Polo Magazine, 
El Grafico, Polo Mundial, 
Polo Today, Pololifestyle, 
Centauros for example). Tony 
is qualified as an Associate 
of the British Institute of 
Professional Photography 
and covers polo in the UK, 
Spain, Switzerland, Italy, 
Argentina and Dubai, to 
name a few, and works with 
organisers and teams.

JosePh umoibom

Joseph Umoibom is the 
General Manager of Terra 
Kulture. Joseph is passionate 
about promoting the Arts in 
Nigeria. 

SubScribe to 
FiFth chukker 
Magazine and 

get 50% oFF. 

Two copies for just 
N1200 or £3  
Order NOW! 
Send email to  

info@ancorapoint.com

More great 
reaSonS to 
SubScribe:

Save 50% on 
the full price

Exclusive 
subscriber offers

Prizes and discounts

Get your copy before 
it goes on sale

Delivered direct 
to your home

Membership 
news of the Fifth 

Chukker Polo and 
Country Club
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Chukker Magazine, 
the Ultimate 

Adventure in Luxury

contributors
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editor’s letter

We hope 
Fifth 
Chukker 
Magazine 
will provide 
a platform 
to showcase 
all sides of 
the sport 
and its 
patrons.

What better job can a girl have! 
Working as the editor-in-chief 
of the Fifth Chukker Magazine 
has certainly been an exciting 
experience. 

The magazine is a collaboration between 
Ancorapoint and Fifth Chukker Polo and Country 
Club. Our aim has been to create a luxury lifestyle 
magazine that will promote Nigerian polo, polo 
players and other Nigerians who are making a positive 
impact on the development of the country as well as 
promoting Nigeria on the global stage through their 
work. We hope it will provide a platform to showcase 
all sides of the sport and its patrons. 

Our primary target audience is made up of polo 
enthusiasts with a range of interests – recreational and 
luxury activities, health and wellbeing, national and 
international development – people who are positive 
ambassadors for Nigerian identity. 

This maiden edition of the magazine is launched at the 
Fifth Chukker polo tournament in Kaduna at the end of 
October 2011 to commemorate Fifth Chukker’s 10-year 
anniversary. Fifth Chukker is a club of firsts - Milestones 
and Memories highlights the first International Military 
Polo tournament, the first Ladies’ tournament, the first 
Battle of the Sexes, the unique link between UNICEF and 
polo and of course the first Bike Polo tournament that we 
are looking forward to this year.

In this edition, we also bring you highlights of the 
past polo season. We cover the Lagos, Ghana, Argentina, 
Dubai, British, Gstaad mid and high goal tournaments 
and of course Fifth Chukker. In subsequent editions 
we aim to bring you highlights of other tournaments 
particularly as we find more and more Nigerians are 
attending and playing in these tournaments. 

Part of my task for this issue has been to get up close 
and personal with some of Nigeria’s top polo studs (oops, 
I mean men), so I can bring readers a glimpse of their 
more private side. In the profiles pages they talk about 

their favorite horses, most memorable polo moments, 
and what it is about the sport that they just can’t resist. 
They also display their entrepreneurial sides, revealing 
the stories behind the growth of their multi-billion naira 
businesses and their plans for future development. 

I can’t wait to watch all these polo hot shots during the 
upcoming tournament. In particular Musty Fasinro and 
Damian Duncan, the patrons of the Linetrale Trafigura 
team, are being hailed as the new kids on the block.

For polo players looking to improve their skills, we’ve 
included a contribution from ‘Baba Polo’ Dapo Ojora, 
one of the highest-handicapped players in Nigeria, in 
which he gives his best advice on how to enhance your 
game and beat your opponents. For those new to the 
game, Chris Bethell from Cowdray Polo Club explains 
all, outlining the history of polo and everything you need 
to know to get started.

To help you plan your holidays and tournaments, we’ve 
compiled a calendar of international fixtures, along with an 
overview of the past year’s most talked-about matches. 

We have introduced a fabulous section called 
Adventures in Luxury. Trends in contemporary art 
and exquisite jewellery pieces from Swiss jouallier de 
Grisogono certainly provide plenty of temptation to 
spend.  If you are wondering what to wear for next 
season, check out the work of the incredibly talented 
Stephane St. Jaymes, a creative young Nigerian whose 
designs combine colour and fabric in a way that is simply 
breathtaking – he makes me proud to be Nigerian. 
There’s also the spectacular new collection from Beyoncé 
Knowles, and the unique creations of London-based 
Nigerian Emmy Collins. 

That’s it from me – enjoy reading, have a fabulous 
tournament, and I look forward to the next issue!

Funmi Oladeinde-Ogbue
editor-in-Chief



years2001-2011

Celebrating10
fifth chukker firsts

●  First all-female polo tournament 
in West Africa in 2008, with 
teams from South America, 
Africa and USA.

●  First international military polo 
tournament in 2006, with teams 
from US, UK, SA, Egypt, India, 
Pakistan, Argentina and Nigeria. 
Fifth Chukker is currently 
working with the ministries of 
Tourism and Defense to make 
this a regular occurrence.

●  The first and most successful 
polo tourist destination in the 
country, with tournaments 
becoming as highly rated as the 
British and Argentinian Opens.

●  The first and most successful 
polo partnership with UNICEF, 
raising more than N100 million 
for underprivileged children in 
Northern Nigeria. 

●  Partnership with UNICEF and 
Access Bank to bring Work to Ride 
to Nigeria, promoting polo among 
young people and those from 
disadvantaged backgrounds. 

fifth chukker milestones & memories

Fifth Chukker actually started 
out just being a storage 
facility for my horses. It was 
originally a cattle rank, and 
I really liked  the fact that 

the Kangimi Dam was in the middle of 
the property.   However it took me six 
years to acquire it.

Because of the facilities we had 
developed at the site, we decided we 
could hold small regional tournaments 
and in partnership with Econet (a 
mobile phone company) we held 
our first tournament. This was such 
a success that it made us realise the 
potential of what we had, and we 
decided to expand the farm. We started 
off with 100 hectares and 28 stables, 
and we now have 3,000 hectares and 
300 stables. 

OngOing develOpment
This is still only the start of our 
development of the Kangimi Resort. 
There are two main phases of the 
project. The first phase is the Fifth 
Chukker Polo and Country Club, 
which will include commercial 
housing, conferencing facilities, 
leisure facilities and spa. There will 
be 35 bedroom villas with two to four 
bedrooms. So far, eight of these have 
been completed, and we expect the 
Polo and Country Club to be fully 
developed and operational within three 
to four years. 

The second phase – which will 
be done concurrently but will take 
a longer time – is the Golf Estate. 
This will also be within Kangimi 
Resort and will have 114 villas, 
tracks for horse racing, fishing and 
water sports. We have started to put 
in the infrastructure and we aim to 
complete it in seven years. 

There is huge potential for this 
project. The villas will all be sold 
to members of the public, who will 
automatically become members of the 

country club as well as stakeholders 
in the project. We will also be able to 
rent out the properties on behalf of 
the owners, to ensure they are not left 
vacant. We guarantee a 6% return on 
investment for buyers, as well as a buy-
back deal.

imprOving infrastructure
The biggest challenges we’ve 
faced so far have been in the area 
of infrastructure. The enabling 
environment in the area was just not 
there when we started. There were no 
roads, electricity or water. We have 
had to put all of this in ourselves, 
which has set us back in terms of our 
timelines. We put in 5 km of electricity 
infrastructure, and we are putting 
in a water treatment plant. This is a 
large project with potential to create 
employment in Kaduna State, so we are 
working with support from Kaduna 
State Government. We currently 
provide direct employment to 400-
500 people and approximately 200 
temporary workers. 

In the 10 years we have operated I 
have had many proud moments, which 
range from my son’s first riding lesson 
at Fifth Chukker to when UNICEF 
widely acknowledged their partnership 
with Fifth Chukker as the best thing 
they have encountered in Nigeria. 
Annually we donate in the range of 
N5-10 million to UNICEF. 

Today Fifth Chukker is the number 
one polo tourist destination in Nigeria, 
with our tournaments attracting more 
international attendees than any other 
sporting event in the country. This is 
not about me. Although it was initially 
my idea, many people have contributed 
and worked hard to make it what it is 
today. I am very proud of what we have 
collectively been able to achieve. It’s 
one thing to start a private polo club, 
it’s another to sustain it and remain 
successful. ●

A decade after 
the beginnings 

of the club, 
Fifth Chukker 

founder Adamu 
Atta reveals 

how it all began 
and his vision 
for the future

West Africa’s first international 
polo resort – FiFth 
Chukker Polo And 
Country Club

10 Fifth Chukker Magazine | october 2011

Alhaji Adamu Atta
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fifth chukker milestones & memories

years2001-2011

Celebrating10

fifth 
chukker 

milestone

African Masters 
Patrons Cup 

regarded 
as the most 
prestigious 
African Polo 

Event.
The African Masters 

Patrons Cup was 
introduced in 2008 and 
has become one of the 
most successful additions 

to the International Corporate Polo 
Circuit. The championship is standard 
pro-am format where amateur patrons 
play alongside some of the most 
accomplished players in the world.

In October 2010, the tournament 
was attended by an average of 

The African Masters Patrons Cup

HigHligHts
of past
fifth Chukker tournaments
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fifth chukker milestones & memories

years2001-2011

Celebrating10

fifth 
chukker 

milestone

African Masters 
Patrons Cup 

regarded 
as the most 
prestigious 
African Polo 

Event.

15,000 people including the very top political, traditional and business leaders. 
Dignitaries in attendance included Vice President, Federal Republic of Nigeria, 
Namadi Sambo; HRH Emir of Kano Alhaji Ado Bayero and HRH Emir of 
Zazzau, Alhaji Shehu Idris; Deputy Governor of Kaduna State Alhaji Mukthar 
Ramalan Yero. The tournament was won by Linetrale Trafigura. 

Team members:
Mustapha Fasinro, Damian Duncan
Marcelo Pascuall, Juan Ignazu

previous page 2010 
African Masters 
Patrons Cup 
Winner – Linetrale 
Trafigura with IBTC 
representative

right Deputy 
Governor of Kaduna 
State, Alhaji Mukhtar 
Ramalan Yero with 
Kunle Tinubu patron 
of the Tavia Trojan 
team, the winner of the 
Muhammadu Kabir 
Usman Cup 

below  AMG polo team 

bottom Linetrale 
Trafigura Team  
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fifth chukker milestones & memories

years2001-2011

Celebrating10

fifth 
chukker 

milestone

The first 
UNICEF 
affiliated 

African Polo 
Tournament

The Charity Shield began 
in 2003 as platform to 
support local charity 
organisations in 
Kaduna. Since 2006 

this humanitarian effort has been 
geared exclusively towards UNICEF 
intervention projects for orphans and 
vulnerable children in Kaduna State. 
In 2008, the Charity Shield received a 
major boost when Access Bank agreed 
to a multi-year sponsorship deal, 
making the tournament one of the 
best-supported events in the history of 
Nigerian sport. 

The event is very well attended by 
high ranking government dignitaries 
such as the Vice President of the 

Access Bank UNICEF  
Charity Shield Tournament 

top UNICEF Charity 
shield winners, Fifth 
Chukker

left Fifth Chukker 
Team:  Alhaji Adamu 
Atta, Julio Astrada, 
Risqua Muhammed 
and Ezekiel Martinez
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fifth chukker milestones & memories

years2001-2011

Celebrating10

fifth 
chukker 

milestone

The first 
UNICEF 
affiliated 

African Polo 
Tournament

Federal Republic of Nigeria Alhaji Mohammed Namadi Sambo; Deputy Senate 
President Ike Ekweremadu; Former Governor of Enugu State Chimaroke 
Nnamani. Deputy Governor of Kaduna State, Alhaji Mukhtar Ramalan Yero.

Over 10,000 people attend this event every year including members of all the 
polo clubs in Nigeria and around the world (Ghana, South Africa, Cowdray Polo 
Club and Ham Polo Club)

The May 2011 Charity Shield had entries from a record of 23 international 
teams. It is now one of biggest and most attractive international sporting event in 
the country. ●

Participating teams included:
American University, Spartans, 
Deebee Farms

There were 4 cups in total:

1. UNICEF Charity Shield. This 20 
goal tournament was won by Fifth 
Chukker Access Bank team and the 
members are:
Risqua Muhammed, Adamu Atta, 
Julio Astrada, Ezekiel Martinez

2. UNICEF Cup was won by Work to 
Ride. Team members were:
Brandon Reese, Julia Smith, Daymar 
Rosser, Rhyeem Cauly, Richard 
Prather

3. The Access Bank Cup was won by 
Sub Riders. Team members were:
Sherriff Shagaya, Bashir Dantata, 
Usman Dantata, Lance Watson.

4. Muhammadu Kabir Usman 
Memorial Cup was introduced in 
memory of the late Emir of Katsima. 
It is a medium goal event. Travis 
Trojan won the cup. Team members 
were: Ayo Olashoju, Kunle Tinubu, 
Santiago Cernades

above Fifth Chukker 
team, winners of the 
Charity Shield 

right Sayyu Dantata 
receiving an award 
from Deputy Governor 
of Kaduna State, Alhaji 
Mukhtar Ramalan Yero
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top leftAlhaji Yerima  

top right Frank 
Nweke Jnr, Senator Ike 
Ekweremadu Deputy 
Senate President, Umar 
Aliyu Tournament 
Manager at access bank 
lunch party 

2nd row right Kabir 
Usman cup winnners 
kangimi resorts and 
runners-up 

3rd row Emir of 
Katsina presenting 
the N5million check 
to UNICEF; Team 
Barbedos

4th row Sub-riders; 
Castor Ranch –
UNICEF Cup winners; 
Tavia Trojan 

5th row Basket-
Mouth at the Access 
Bank lunch;  The 
Representatives of the 
Emirs of Katsina and 
Kano
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Faces at POLO
Style and celebrity on show at Fifth Chukker as eminent guests 
mingle with polo aficionados and professionals.  
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1, 2, 5, 11, 17 STYLE ON SHOW AT FIFTH CHUKKER 3 EVEN THE CHILDREN LOVE FIFTH CHUKKER POLO 4 FRANCESCO 
CICCIO FIORILLA (ALSO KNOWN AS DAN MARAbA) CHATS WITH A FRIEND 6 DEPUTY GOVERNOR RAMALAN YERO 
7 ADAM TAYLOR 8 GENERAL MUHAMMADU bUHARI – MILITARY RULER OF NIGERIA 1983-1985 – STUDYING THE 
PROGRAMME 9 THE FRENCH AMbASSADOR AND THE EMIR OF KATSINA DEEP IN CONVERSATION 10 TOKS AKERELE 
JOINS THE CROWD 12 ALHAJI NAMADI SAMbO – VICE PRESIDENT OF NIGERIA WITH ALHAJI ADAMU ATTA 13 PATRICK 
RYAN AND THE EMIR OF ZAZZAU ENGROSSED IN THE GAME 14 THE USHERS ENJOYING A bREAK 15 bELLO ATTA AND 
GUEST 16 KATSINA STATE GOVERNOR AND ATTA OF EbIRALAND ENJOY THE ATMOSPHERE 17
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fifth chukker milestones

There was cause for 
celebration in April this 
year at Fifth Chukker, 
when the club’s Access 
Bank UNICEF Charity 

Shield was named Tournament of 
the Decade by media organisation 
Polo Aficionado. The club beat off 
competition from the rival Lagos and 
Kaduna tournaments to attain the 
prestigious award, covering the years 
2001-10. The Charity Shield has been 
an annual event at Fifth Chukker since 
2003, sponsored by Access Bank for the 
past four years. With a handicap of 22, 
it is the highest handicapped Nigerian 
tournament, and has attracted top 
players from more than 10 countries 
around the world. 

But these are not the Shield’s most 
impressive figures. With an entry fee of 
N1m, it has raised in excess of N100m 
over the last eight years, to fund 
UNICEF projects that are improving 
the lives of vulnerable children across 
Kaduna state.

making a difference
Since 2006, Fifth Chukker has 
partnered with UNICEF on projects 
in Kaduna communities affected by 
poverty, HIV and rising numbers 
of orphans. In 2003, there were 
an estimated 7 million orphans in 

Fifth Chukker’s partnership    
with UNICEF is a milestone 
for polo and philanthropy 
Fifth Chukker is proud to have launched the first and most successful 
collaboration between polo and UNICEF – another Milestone for the 
club and Nigeria. So far Fifth Chukker has raised more than N100m for 
UNICEF projects to help underprivileged children in Northern Nigeria.

this page UNICEF Appreciation 
Letters from 2008 and 2009
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opposite top Emir of Katsina and 
UNICEF Country Rep. Paula 
Fedeski

opposite left UNICEF Staff and 
Charity Shield Players

opposite right UNICEF 
Communication Officer in 
Kaduna - Rabiu Musa

opposite bottom Site visit to assess 
UNICEF projects supporting by 
Charity Shield at Fagen Ruwa of 
Kaduna State
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Nigeria, of which 1.8 million had been 
orphaned by AIDS. Home to between 
3.5 and 3.8 million people living with 
HIV, Nigeria ranks as the third worst-
affected country in the world. The 
funding raised through Fifth Chukker 
provides support for hundreds of 
orphans and vulnerable children 
(OVCs), aiming to improve education, 
living conditions, nutrition, health care 
and emotional wellbeing.

The project first set about identifying 
OVCs and communities most in need 
of support. Cooperatives, or micro-
credit groups, were then established in 
each community.  Groups were given 
materials including farming supplies, 
sewing machines, milling machinery 
and water pumps. They were trained 
in how to manage a cooperative, and 
supported in registering with the 
government. 

Income generated from these 
cooperatives is used to meet the needs 
of the children in their care, including 
providing healthcare and education 
supplies. Additional training for children 
and caregivers has aimed to increase 
knowledge and skills around nutrition, 
healthcare, hygiene and psycho-social 

support, with additional life skills and 
civic education for older children.

One group of children identified 
for special support was the almajiri – 
usually boys, aged 6-18, who are sent 
away from families to live and study 
with a Quranic scholar. Many of these 
children were found to be sleeping 
on bare floors and frequently became 
ill, especially during the cold season. 
The project provided mattresses and 
blankets for 115 almajiri, and also for a 
further 115 vulnerable children in the 
Danmahwayi community.

on the agenda
A UNICEF survey of participants 
suggests that one of the main benefits 
of the project has been in raising 
the status of OVCs, ensuring that 
their wellbeing is a priority, both for 
members of their community and for 
local governments. In Fagan Rawa 
community, members successfully 
applied for local government funding 
to provide scholarships for orphans 
to attend vocational schools. Children 
in the community were found to have 
improved living conditions, nutrition 
and hygiene, and were able to access 

activities and participate in communal 
decisions through a children’s 
council. The wider community has 
also benefitted from training and 
equipment. In particular, the new 
grinding machine means grains no 
longer have to be carried too far, to be 
prepared for cooking. 

Without doubt, this is a success 
story. But there is still a lot to be done. 
Communities in the area remain under 
huge pressure from the challenges of 
poverty, HIV and growing numbers 
of orphans, UNICEF reports. Having 
established the potential of micro-
credit groups in improving conditions 
for vulnerable children and those 
around them, the organisation is now 
focusing on ensuring the continued 
running and improvement of these 
groups. This will mean providing 
further training and support, and 
establishing strong links between 
cooperatives, other community 
members, local government and 
additional organisations. With the 
Charity Shield going from strength to 
strength, Fifth Chukker’s partnership 
will help to ensure that the necessary 
support remains available. ●

Emir of Katsina 
and Charity Shield 
participant from 
Argentina and USA 
(Work to Ride)
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The First 
Professional 
Female Polo 
Tournament 
in Northern 

Nigeria

Fifth Chukker promotes wider involvement in polo, and never more so 
than during the Governors’s Cup in 2008.  A combined ladies Africa 
side took on a combined ladies Americas side in a thrilling match that 
saw the African ladies romp home with a 5-1 goal win.

In 2009 the South African Ladies Invitation Team played a fast and 
exciting match against American team the First Ladies, going through to the final of the 
Governor’s Cup, though narrowly missing out to Work To Ride for the final triumph. 

First
Ladies

top The South African 
team

middle, from left 
Alida Vermaak, Erin 
Jones, Sancy Vamaak, 
Caroline Rose and 
Catherine Carins of the 
South African Team

bottom, from left 
Maru Gimenez 
(Argentina), Claudia 
Hodari (Argentina), 
Bello Atta, Kristine 
Hanbury and Terri 
Brennan
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Caroline Rose recalls another Milestone at Fifth Chukker, 
the first ‘battle of the ‘sexes’ in 2006

In 2006, the patrons of Fifth 
Chukker Polo Club issued 
a challenge that had to be 
taken up. They stated that in 
a battle between two equally 

handicapped teams, male and female, 
the male team would beat the female 
team. The gauntlet was picked up 
by the women’s team that had been 

selected to play in the Ladies Polo 
International, namely Sarah van Wyk 
(two goals), Sherri Lyn Hensman (two 
goals), Candice Miles (zero goals) and 
Beth Shaw (zero goals). 

The showcase for the match was the 
Access Bank UNICEF  Charity Shield. 
Six teams battled the tournament out 
over three days and the idea was to 

have the ‘Battle of the Sexes’ as the 
curtain raiser prior to the final.

The Nigerian patrons take this 
tournament very seriously – so 
seriously that Augustin (Tinchos) 
Merlos (ten goals) was brought 
out from Argentina along with an 
accompanying raft of four goalers. As 
luck would have it, Selby Williamson 

Girl
power

right Ahmed Dasuki, 
Duputy Senate 
President Senator Ike 
Ekweremadu and Erin 
Jones

opposite Team USA 
lead by Terri Brennan 
and Team South Africa 
lead by Erin Jones
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was also on the hired guns list and 
doubled up as the girls’ team coach. 

The crowds streamed into the 
ground and it became increasingly 
apparent that the bulk of the local 
support was firmly behind the male 
team. When the teams came out of 
their respective pony lines for the 
formalities at the beginning of the 
game, the pint-sized Candice Miles was 
certainly not taken seriously.

Attitudes soon changed as it became 
apparent that the girls were more than 
capable of playing polo. The male team 
also managed to slip an Argentine 
three-goaler (Castor Ocampo) into 
the male team at the last minute but 
the girls were ready for this and played 

well – ensuring that there was always a 
line of players behind the player with 
the ball. Their defence was consistently 
strong as was their attack and it was 
apparent that there was no chink in 
their armour.

Musty Jenaid (two goals) on the 
opposing team had this to say about 
the game: ‘Just before the game 
started, a male team mate of mine 
walked up to me and said, “this will 
be an easy victory for us and the 
rest of the team agreed.” I asked him 
why he should say such a thing and 
he said, “we are playing against a 
female team”. I said to him you have 
already lost the game because of over-
confidence. Sarah van Wyk was very 

impressive. She played very well and 
had a very good sense of fair play.’ 

Sherri Hensman was an 
outstanding penalty scorer and at 
half time the score was 3-2 to the 
girls – the crowd was now jeering at 
the male team and firmly supported 
the girls. In the second half of the 
game, the girls kept up the pressure 
and the male team started to feel 
it. Male egos were now showing 
definite signs of bruising, much to 
the delight of the crowds.

Sherri Hensman was awarded the 
‘Most Valuable Player’ award and the 
girls were invited back to play again – 
providing the Nigerians could find a 
team willing to take them on! ●
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Participants in the 
tournament were 
highly impressed. A 
spokesperson for the US 
team said, ‘Nigeria pulled 

off a groundbreaking event. They 
succeeded in hosting an amazingly well 
organised and enjoyable tournament 
for all concerned. The organisation, 
horses and polo far exceeded our 
expectations.’  Following its huge 
success, Fifth Chukker is currently in 
talks with the Ministry of Defence and 
the Ministry of Tourism to ensure it 
becomes a regular international fixture 
in Nigeria.

long history 
The tournament acknowledged the 
long-standing relationship between 
polo and the military forces, making 
the ‘sport of kings’ perhaps equally the 
sport of armies. Winston Churchill, 

prime minister of the UK in the 
1940s and 50s, recalled his time spent 
in India as a young army officer as 
follows: ‘We paid an equal contribution 
into the pot, and thus freed from 
mundane cares, devoted ourselves to 
the serious purpose of life. This was 
expressed in one word – polo.’

This is characteristic of Churchill’s 
dry humour, but he has certainly not 
been alone in seeing polo as a central 
element in military life. In fact, the 
sport seems to have initially developed 
as part of elite cavalry training, and, 
with up to 100-a-side, early games 
(the first recorded match was in 600 
BC, making it the oldest known team 
sport) would have resembled battles.

international clashes
Polo’s subsequent spread across the 
globe can largely be traced in terms 
of military movement, part of the 

A World First

Fifth Chukker set another Milestone in January 2006 when it became 
the venue for the first ever International Military Polo Tournament. The 
aim was to invite the best military teams from across the world to come 
and take part in a four day polo tournament. The purpose was to help 
develop and enhance Nigeria’s profile throughout the world. Countries 
represented included Nigeria, UK, USA, South Africa, India and Egypt. 

Fifth Chukker inaugurates 
the international Military 
Polo tournament 

opposite top from right: President 
Olusegun Obasanjo at the Armed Forces 
remembrance day with Vice President 
Atiku Abubakar, Ken Nnamani and Justice 
Mohammed Owais.

opposite bottom The winning India 
Team celebrate victory at the end of the 
tournament.
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legacy left by invading and colonising 
armies. Today, the game remains part 
of military training and sports in many 
countries, and in recent years military 
teams have enjoyed a revival in interest. 

Speaking at the 2006 military 
tournament at Fifth Chukker, US 
ambassador John Campbell said polo 
taught ‘discipline, team work and a 
sense of fair play’ – attributes useful 
both in the military and in ‘a successful 
democracy’.

The Nigerian team took third 
place in this event, with South Africa 
finishing second and India taking 
the top spot – perhaps unsurprising 
given the Indian army’s pride in 
consistently nurturing the best 
players in the country. The current 
Indian national team includes three 
members (out of six) from the army 
cavalry division, and is coached by 
retired brigadier V. P. Singh.

India finished top again in the 
following year’s tournament, held 
in Japur, India, with Nigeria taking 
second place overall. The event 
included an elephant polo round, 
in which the Nigerians surprised 
everyone (themselves included) with 
their performance, as newcomers 
to this version of the game. ‘We 
were clearly the best team in the 
tournament’, team captain Col. Dan 
Ali said afterwards.

rivalry renewed
Following the army’s international 
success, the Nigerian police team – 
‘the Bombers’ – has also been keen to 
regain its former status, launching an 
initiative supported by the Inspector 
General of Police, Ogbonna Onovo. 
In March this year, the Bombers and 
the Army Guard Polo Club met at 
the Lagos International Tournament, 

prompting much excitement among 
polo enthusiasts. 

Speaking at the tournament, Tony 
Isoje of the Kano Polo Club recalled a 
time when the army and police teams 
were the undisputed leaders of the 
sport: ‘Their horse and ball-handling 
skills were the best I have ever seen. 
The discipline and the passion they 
put into the game was unrivalled and 
when the two sides clashed on the field, 
it was a battle royale not a single soul 
would afford to miss.’ 

Others agree, predicting a rise in 
participation and standards across 
the country, and increased interest 
from sponsors and the public. 
For Alhaji Lawan Kaita, National 
Chairman of the Nigerian Polo 
Federation, a revival of polo among 
the forces ‘smells of nothing short 
of pure adrenalin pump, excitement 
and great competition.’ ●

above A thank you letter on behalf of the 
British Team and the Combined Services 
Polo Association

right A press release from the US embassy 
describing the tournament



We have a long history with the Fifth Chukker Polo and Country Club  
and join with its management and staff to celebrate 10 years of great polo!

Africa’s leading Energy Company

An indigenous Nigerian Oil and Gas company specialising in trading, marketing and distribution of petroleum products.

We harness the value in every sphere of the energy chain for our current and prospective clients through our  
integrated network of inland, coastal and offshore infrastructure.

Passion, Performance, Polo

AMG is committed to improving the interests of all its community of stakeholders including investors, employees, customers,  
suppliers and local communities. It is this passion that drives our participation in sporting activities like the polo tournaments at  

Fifth Chukker Polo and Country Club that engage and support under-privileged youths.

AMG PetroenerGy
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In yet another Milestone for 
Nigerian polo, Fifth Chukker is 
the first facility in the country 
to support pony and polo 
training for young people 

from disadvantaged backgrounds, 
internationally as well as locally. 
The club supports the Work to Ride 
scheme, a non-profit organisation 
founded in the USA in 1994. Based 
at the Chamounix Equestrian Centre 
in Philadelphia, the scheme provides 
pony and polo training for young 
people from low-income areas.

For the past four years, the Work 
to Ride team have travelled to Fifth 
Chukker to play in the UNICEF Cup, 
the youth tournament held at the start 
of the Access Bank UNICEF Charity 

Shield. ‘The club, its members and 
friends all treat the WTR team with 
the greatest care,’ says Work to Ride 
founder Lezlie Hiner. ‘They’ve made 
lifelong friends with some of the local 
young people, so it’s been a great way 
to exchange ideas and learn about a 
different culture.’

One of the Work to Ride team said 
it was clear that hospitality is very 
important at Fifth Chukker. ‘They did 
everything. We offered to help, but they 
wouldn’t let us do anything.’ ‘That was 
a good treat,’ another team member 
added, ‘It was nice to just sit down 
and play. We never had that, we do 
everything for ourselves.’

Credit for the partnership goes 
to Terri Brennan, who started 

travelling from New York to Nigeria 
on business about five years ago, and 
was invited to play at Fifth Chukker. 
She participated in the Charity 
Shield as part of the International 
Women’s Cup, and suggested a 
tournament for young people that 
could include the Work to Ride team 
which she had met and become 
involved with a few years previously.

`It is important for clubs like 
Fifth Chukker to support schemes 
like Work to Ride,’ Brennan says. 
‘It gives them the opportunity to 
be part of social change on a global 
stage, as polo is truly a global sport, 
and it helps to grow a generation of 
polo players who will also be well 
grounded and socially responsible.’

In another first, Fifth 
Chukker expands its 
philanthropic passion 
by supporting American 
charity Work To Ride
Every year during the Access Bank UNICEF Charity Shield tournament 
Fifth Chukker welcomes a group of young American polo players from 
disadvantaged backgrounds

far left Work to Ride 
polo team at Fifth 
Chukker

far right Terri 
Brennan and Pampa

fifth chukker milestones & memories
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above The Work to 
Ride team meeting the 
Emir of Zaria

left Work to Ride take 
on the USA team in 
the UNICEF Cup



Fifth Chukker Magazine | october 201130

fifth chukker milestones & memories

years2001-2011

Celebrating10

fifth 
chukker 

milestone

First Nigerian 
facility that 
supports 
pony and 

polo training 
for young 

people from 
disadvantaged 
backgrounds

When the Work to Ride team come 
to Kaduna for the tournament, they also 
visit local schools and communities, 
and this year were able to visit UNICEF 
projects supported by funds from the 
Charity Shield. The team has ‘adopted’ 
a small school in Kaduna, and they save 
up each year to donate supplies for the 
children there. ‘I had always wanted the 
kids’ experience to be about more than 
just the polo,’ Brennan says. ‘For young 
people who come from a very poor area 
in Philadelphia, this experience has 
allowed them to be part of giving back.’

At this year’s UNICEF Cup, Work 
to Ride player Julia Smith attracted 
particular attention. The only girl in 
the tournament, she led her team to 
victory and was named Most Valuable 
Player. ‘After the first game one of the 
refs came over to me and said he had 
a hard time keeping a straight face 
because the boys on the other team had 
discounted her, being a girl, and they 
realised she was absolutely shutting 
down their game,’ says Brennan. She 
hopes that seeing Julia on the field will 
inspire Nigerian girls to show what 
they can do too. ●

above Work to Ride 
with the Argentinian 
youth team and local 
people



Ponylines
Specialist polo team shirt embroidery service.

West Sussex, UK

Your team name, logo and numbers 
embroidered on top-quality shirts,  

jackets and caps.

Specializing in bespoke embroidery for polo team clothing  

in the UK and abroad. 

A wide range of team and promotional  

polo shirts, jackets and caps to choose from.

www.ponylines.com

Please call Natasha to discuss your requirements

Ponylines +441798860805

Klearpics Photography
A professional photography Agency based in Lagos, Nigeria and London, UK, entrenched in the assisting  

both business concerns and individuals achieve outstanding photographic results.

We have a keen focus on commercial-advertising-PR-editorial, Event, Architecture and Advertising, motorsports, athletics, polo  
and other sporting events. We employ the very latest, state of the art digital cameras and lenses, computers and printing equipment  

to produce the best quality photographic prints of your event.

Klearpics photographers possess media accreditation to a lot of international sport and motorsports events  
like Formula 1, Moto GP, World Superbikes, British Superbikes, Le Mans, FIFA Events etc

We also offer prints, Albums / Photo books, Brochures and other marketing materials.

Contact details 
Email: info@klearpics.com or Sheyi@klearpics.com 
Tel: +44 7730 671 475 & +234 816 634 9811 

Web: www.klearpics.com
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On Saturday 29 October, 
Fifth Chukker 
audiences will see a 
polo tournament with a 
difference: not a horse 

will be in sight. Instead, the players 
will be on bikes. This Milestone event 
will be part of Pink Polo Day, the 
proceeds of which are being donated to 
breast cancer charities, as part of Fifth 
Chukker’s ongoing commitment to 
philanthropy and social responsibility.

If you haven’t heard of bike polo 
yet, you’ll certainly be seeing a lot 
more of it. This version of the sport 
is growing fast, attracting players 
and audiences around the world. In a 
first for Nigerian polo, Fifth Chukker 
has invited some of the top players 
from England, Ireland and France to 
showcase the game. Teams playing for 
Fifth Chukker and Kangimi will battle 
it out in an exciting match in aid of 
breast cancer charities, and the visiting 
players will also be on hand to run a 
master class for anyone interested in 
making the move from horse to bike.

vision and ‘vim’
Hardcourt bike polo – the latest variant 
– is still a new game, but cycle polo in 
an earlier form has been around for 
well over 100 years. Credit for inventing 
the game goes to Irish cyclist Richard 
J. Mecredy. As cycling historian H.W. 
Bartleet later wrote, Mecredy was ‘full 
of vim and an active protagonist of 
the keep-fit movement.’ So when he 
retired from racing in 1891, he turned 
his energies to developing a new game. 

His idea for a form of polo played on 
bicycles proved popular, and safer than 
initially feared. After one early match in 
1981, Cycling magazine reported ‘not 
even a bent pedal’. 

English cyclists soon took up the 
game, and national and international 
matches became regular. By the end 
of the decade, the first specialist polo 
bicycle had been designed by A. C. 
Hills, captain of the Birmingham 
B. P. Club, and the Bicycle Polo 
Association was established with 
headquarters in London. 

Cycle polo’s peak in the public eye 
came in 1908, when it featured in the 
London Olympics as a demonstration 
sport, with Ireland beating Germany 
to take gold. In the following decades 
interest declined, and cycle polo 
wasn’t widely played again until the 
1930s, when it was rediscovered by 
English cyclist Cyril S. Scott. ‘Scotty’ 
set up the Bicycle Polo Association of 
Great Britain (BPAGB) and recruited 
members of cycling clubs to play in 
regional leagues.

After the Second World War, 
participation dropped again in the 
UK, but by this time cycle polo 
had established a firm following 
in France. Gradually this spread to 
other countries and the first world 
championship, held in the USA in 
1996, included teams from India, 
Canada and the USA.

hard and fast
On grass, the game largely follows 
standard polo rules, with four team 

but not as you know it
POlO

Fifth Chukker presents another Milestone for polo in Nigeria: the World 
Bike Polo Challenge. As part of Pink Polo Day (Saturday 29 October) in 
support of breast cancer awareness  bike polo pros from England, Ireland 
and France will showcase this exciting variant of the game.

“You’re just as 
likely to see cycle 
polo played on a 
basketball court 
or empty car park 
as in a field”
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members in play at a time. Games 
are just 30 minutes long, with four 
chukkers of 7.5 minutes each, and 
grounds roughly half the area used 
in horse polo, ranging from 150m by 
100m to 120m by 80m. 

Today, however, you’re just as 
likely to see cycle polo played on a 
basketball court or empty car park as 
in a field. In recent years, interest in 
the relatively new hardcourt version of 
the game has soared. ‘In less than four 
years teams have started up in nearly 
every city in Australia,’ says Damon 
Rao, who represents Melbourne on 
the committee of the Australasian 
Hardcourt Bike Polo Association. ‘This 
kind of growth has also happened in 
North America and Europe and is 
starting to happen in Asia too.’

Hardcourt polo is played three-
a-side, in a space between 40m by 
20m and 30m by 15m, ideally with a 
fenced-in edge. There are fewer rules, 
and the game has more in common 
with hockey than traditional polo. 
Play is fast-paced, ‘passionate’ and 
‘somewhat aggressive’, says Eric 
Madrid, who co-founded Miami Bike 
Polo in March this year.

Matches start with a ‘joust’. All 
players line up behind their goal, 
and on a signal race towards the 
ball in the centre. Much play is 

based on ‘shuffling’ (dribbling the 
ball with the side of the mallet), but 
goals can only legitimately be scored 
with a ‘shot’ (a hit using the mallet 
head). If a player ‘dabs’ (touches the 
ground, another player or piece of 
equipment with a foot), he or she 
must ‘tap out’ by hitting a point 
in the centre of the court before 
continuing play. Contact is limited 
to ‘like on like’ – body to body, 
mallet to mallet, bike to bike. The 
game ends either at a set time limit, 
usually 15 to 30 minutes, or when 
one team reaches an agreed number 
of goals, between three and five. 

global appeal
Raghuvendra Singh Dundlod started 
playing bicycle polo in the 1960s, and 
is now president of the Cycle Polo 
Federation of India. ‘It’s less glamorous 
than horse polo,’ he concedes, ‘but very 
exciting. There’s a lot of skill involved, 
as the players have to do all the work 
themselves.’ In India, he says, there 
are now leagues for all ages, including 
under-14s.

In other countries as well, young 
people are entering the sport. In 
Oxford, UK, bike polo is now offered 
by several schools. ‘It’s a fun way to 
learn and practice bike handling skills,’ 
says Oxford Bike Polo member Simon 

Li. He also highlights the accessibility 
of the game. ‘You don’t need much 
equipment, and most people can find 
a suitable court to play on. A lot of 
players also make their own mallets, 
from old ski poles with a piece of 
plastic pipe bolted to the end.’ 

For Eric Madrid, the appeal lies 
in the combination of competition 
and teamwork. ‘Usually bicycle 
sports are based on riders competing 
independently, whether it’s in a race 
or doing tricks. Bike polo is all about 
cooperation. Building your own mallet 
or bike or finding a suitable court in 
your area creates a strong community 
around the sport.’

full speed ahead
The World Hardcourt Championship, 
now in its third year, is just one 
of many cycle polo leagues and 
competitions around the world, 
all growing annually in popularity. 
Tournaments and some teams are 
starting to attract bigger sponsors, 
such as cycle parts manufacturer 
Brooks England, and for many it seems 
only a matter of time before cycle 
polo becomes a professional sport. 
‘There’s some way to go,’ Dundlod 
says, ‘but once more countries join in, 
professional players will be in demand.’ 

So could cycle polo return to the 
Olympics? Possibly, but that may not 
be the best path, says Rao. ‘It’s a bit 
like skate boarding – the Olympics 
may not always be the best way of 
developing your sport.’ Certainly 
for the time being, cycle polo’s 
popularity is linked to its informal 
nature, with open sessions and no 
need for special training or equipment. 
Li, for one, would like to keep it this 
way. ‘One of the attractions is that 
anyone can just turn up and play, and 
potentially be in a major tournament a 
few months later.’ ●

above Members of 
Oxford Bike Polo

below left Windsor 
1967 Prince Phillip 
playing bike polo

below right The 
hardcourt version of 
the sport
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Cordially invites you to attend

Pink Polo Day
world bike polo challenge to support breast cancer awareness

DATE | Saturday 29th October 2011

TIME | 2:00pm

Africa Patrons Cup
international polo championship

DATE | 26  th - 30th October 2011

VENUE |  Fifth Chukker Lawns, Kangimi Resorts Kaduna - Jos Road 
Maraban Jos, Kaduna

TIME | 2:00pm daily

Fifth Chukker bequeaths N10,000 contribution to breast cancer charity in the name of Guest on presentation of this invitation

PINK POLO DAY  
HIGHLIGHTS
Family activities, picnic and 
sightseeing

Africa Patrons Cup Matches

International Bike Polo Match

Presentations and Awards

Raffle Draw

PINK TERRACE; Ladies only 
VIP Hospitality enclosure

Breast Cancer Information 
Centre including doctors 
available to answer questions

Inter ational Fashion Show by 
Stephane St Jaymes

Cocktails

Pink Polo Ball

Pink Polo is a charity polo exhibition event organised by Fifth Chukker Polo and Country Club to support Breast Cancer 
Awareness in Nigeria.

Pink Polo aims to be a fun way to raise awareness of Breast Cancer and provide a different opportunity to educate women 
and their families to overcome complacency and taboos associated with the disease.

The event will target women and families of all ages, religion and persuasions.

For this inaugural Pink Polo, Fifth Chukker has invited professional Bike Polo players from England, Ireland and France to 
showcase the increasingly popular game as part of the African Masters Patrons Cup Tournament Programme.

Join us in supporting Breast Cancer Awareness in Nigeria.

n



VIVA  DaViva
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Da Viva is a homage to 
African culture, beauty 
and diversity. Drawing 
inspiration from across the 
continent, it fuses tradition 

and modernity to create original prints 
and designs celebrating African identity 
past and present. The latest collection 
features pure cotton fabrics, flamboyant 
colour and eye-catching patterns that are 
all about looking and feeling incredible. 
Already established in nine African 
countries, the brand is also showcasing 
its unique take on African fashion on the 
world stage. ●

VIVA  DaViva
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I’m really excited about seeing Fifth Chukker 
for the first time, particularly as it’s in a part of 
Nigeria I have never visited.  

One of the reasons I’m going out, as the 
Chairman of the HPA, is to have a look at the 

facilities at Fifth Chukker and to see how polo in 
Nigeria is progressing. Nigerian players have always 
been good, and they’ve always had potential to become 
more involved in the international polo circut. One 
thing that will be important is to ensure that their 

handicap levels match the standards in other countries, 
and then I think more international competition 
should definitely be encouraged. 

I’m really looking forward to visiting Fifth Chukker.  
In the past I was a one-goal player but now I play off zero 
and I’m probably heading down. I’ve got one youngster 
and three older ponies. My favourite is called Santos. 
He’s 21 now and was never very good, but I bred him 
out of one of my mares and so I’ve known him since the 
day he was born and I’ve now been playing him for 16 

As Nicholas Colquhoun-Denvers, chairman of the Hurlingham 
Polo Association, visits Fifth Chukker for the first time, he speaks 
exclusively to us about his passion for the game.

Hurlingham First



Fifth Chukker Magazine | october 2011 39

fifth chukker affiliations

years. It’s a very physically demanding sport. But as long 
as you know your level, you can still make a contribution 
to the team. Of course we’re all ten-goalers at heart. 
Unfortunately the body and the brain don’t always 
measure up – or the bank manager! 

Less than 5% of the world’s polo players are 
professionals, all the rest are amateurs like me.  But 
whatever your handicap, you’re all polo players together. 
It’s the same all around the world. As Sir Winston 
Churchill said, having a polo handicap is like a passport. 
Wherever you are, you can say ‘Hi, I’m a one-goal player’ 
and you’ll be welcomed into the local polo community. It 
is the most exclusive and wonderful international club. 

There are more and more ladies coming into the sport 
and on the whole, I would say women are usually better 
riders than men. They seem to have more interest in 
improving their horsemanship and they’re much more 
technical when it comes to riding, whereas men just want 
to get on with playing the game. We used to laugh about 
women playing polo – I remember a quote from a 19th 
century book on polo that said watching women play polo 
was like seeing a whole host of crows on a dead carcass. 
The world has changed - in the FIP 8 Goal Championships 
an all ladies England Team came third out of some 14 
international men’s teams that were competing.

Polo also doesn’t have to be so expensive and exclusive. 
It is cheaper than most forms of sailing or motor sports 

and can cost the same as going skiing twice a year. We 
have some members at our club who only have one pony 
and share a match with similar individuals – it is a great 
way to get started. And those of us who’ve been playing 
for years and years see the benefit of helping people with 
real potential to access the sport. 

The most important thing I would say is to get young 
people involved.  I’m most proud of what The Pony 
Club and the Development Committee of the HPA 
have done for young polo by encouraging more young 
people to start playing and competing. I have donated 
the Stagshead Trophy, at my Club for a competition every 
year for under-18s selected by the HPA, to give them 
experience under match conditions in front of crowds 
and it’s wonderful when you see these youngsters moving 
up the ladder.

Once young people get into polo, they’re passionate, 
like all of us. I often say it’s not just a sport, it’s a `way 
of life’. It takes over your life, and it has to be all-
encompassing – a horse doesn’t stop eating just because 
you get bored. By playing polo it means young people are 
not on the streets getting into trouble. It’s also important 
to start playing early to produce the best players, all the 
Argentines start early – like Adolfo Cambiaso. He’s a 
ten-goaler and has been since the age of 17, but if our 
handicap system went up to 13, he’d be13. We won’t see 
another of his ilk for generations. ●

Less than 5% of the 
world’s polo players are 
professionals, all the 
rest are amateurs like 
me.  But whatever your 
handicap, you’re all 
polo players together. 

opposite With Prince 
Charles, presenting the 
Cartier Coronation Cup 
in 2010 

top left Riding at Ham 
Polo Club

top right Nicholas 
Colquhoun-Denvers
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“Im delighted that the Nigerian Polo 
Association (NPA) has been invited 
to affiliate with the Hurlingham Polo 
Association (HPA), along with Fifth 
Chukker Polo and Country Club and 

Abraka Turf and Country Club.
The affiliation is provisional initially and means the 

NPA agrees to play by the HPA rules of polo and will 
be listed separately in the Blue Book under the heading 
of Nigeria. This means our playing handicaps are also 
HPA recognised.

There are a few HPA rule changes for 2011 and 
everyone will need to read the details of the changes in 
the Blue Book.  

The main changes are:
Clarification of a Decision:  The Captain no longer has 
the right to ask the umpire to clarify a decision

Vaccinations:  Horses must receive two primary 
vaccinations against Equine Influenza, plus annual 
boosters

Start of Play:  The Captain is now responsible for 
checking players’ handicaps

Crossing:  Players cannot cross the Right of Way of an 
opposing player, except at a speed or distance where no 
collision or danger is involved

Stopping or Slowing Down on the ball – One Tap Rule:  
Players are considered to be challenging if they are 
within two horse lengths on the offside or nearside of 
the player with the ball

Penalties – Wrong Line-Up by Attacker: If a member of 
the team taking a penalty lines up incorrectly, Penalty 5a 
is given from where the attacker was standing

Penalties – No Contact:  During penalties, there must 
be no contact between opposing players until the ball is 
hit, hit at or thrown in

The NPA consists of Lagos Polo Club, Kano Polo 
Club and Ibadan Polo Club. The current NPA season 
runs from 1 October 2011 to 30 June 2012, and the 
main tournaments are the Ibadan International at the 
end of January, the Lagos International in March, and 
the Kano International in June.

I hope you all have a successful and enjoyable season.” ●

Dolapo Akinrele, the President of the Nigerian Polo Association, 
reflects on the changes that affiliation with the Hurlingham Polo 
Association brings.

New strides at NPA

The summary of the entry in the HPA Blue Book  
is as follows:

Nigeria Polo Association

Life President: (Vacant)

Chairman: Dr. Tomi Asuni

Vice Chairman: Alhaji Bashir Dantata

Honorary Secretary: Adedolapo Akinrele SAN

Address: c/o Lagos Polo Club

1 Polo Road, S.W. Ikoyi. Lagos

Tel: +234 181 85847

Email: info@lagospolo.com

Dolapo Akinrele, President 
of the Nigerian Polo 
Association





running head

ABRAKA TURF & COUNTRY CLUB
A Private Club with Resort Facilities

The Ultimate Destination for Retreats, Vacations & Weddings
abrakaturf.com



We spoke to some of the men at the centre of this tournament 
– the team patrons. Each of them shares several things in 
common. They all love the game and of course the horses, and 
they’ve all earned accolades on the field. But as well as being hot 
shots in polo, they are also driving forces in business. They’ve 
all achieved success through the force of their own vigour, 
business acumen and sheer perseverence. As a result, they all 
have interesting stories to share, and individual insights to offer 
into the growth of both polo and business in Nigeria.
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Mustapha Fasinro

I rode horses as a child, and started 
playing polo in 1990. My first 
tournament was in 1997. The real key 
to the sport is learning to ride properly, 
so it does take a while. Then you start to 
play around with the mallet and the ball 
– I think you need two to five years to 
start competing, depending on the level.

I’m a one-goaler now. Generally I play 
in Lagos and Kaduna, and tournaments 
in South Africa and England. I try 
to bring back new things I learn. In 
England they play polo less aggressively 
than we do here – it’s more controlled. 
In Nigeria, we’re halfway between the 
aggression of the South Africans and the 
calmness of the English.

If I chose one favourite horse it 
would be Pienetta. She’s not the easiest 
to stop, but she’s the easiest to play, 
so I’ll ride her in this tournament. I 
share a team with a friend, Damian 
Duncan, who works for a subsidiary 
of Trafigura. We’re the defending 
champions, so everyone wants to beat 
us. A few years ago we got to the semi-
finals, then the year after we really got 
organised and won. We played another 
tournament at Fifth Chukker in June, 
but we didn’t have one of our star 
players, Frankie Menendez. He’s here 
this time, and we’ll be competing hard.

One of my most memorable 
tournaments was the Fifth Chukker 
African Cup. My mother had just 
passed away, so I was coming from 
quite a difficult place. Also last 
February we won the Majekodunmi 
Cup, regarded as the biggest cup in the 
Nigerian circuit outside Fifth Chukker. 
I really loved that, I enjoyed playing 
and I was part of organising the 
tournament.

We have three main polo clubs in 
Nigeria now. Fifth Chukker has really 
raised the standard. It’s more open to 
foreign players, which helps Nigerian 
players improve by watching, playing 
with or being trained by them.

I come from an oil background. 
I worked on an oil field as a 
petroleum engineer, a reservoir 
engineer. I did everything there – 
facilities management, production, 
infrastructure. I ended up managing 
inventory, so I got very close to traders 
and commercial people. I started 
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Linetrale with a good friend 11 years 
ago. We began as three people and now 
we have 41. We’ve been through a lot of 
excitement, but also a lot of challenges.

We’re one of the few companies 
here trading across the barrel – LPG, 
bitumen and everything else in between. 
In the next five years, we see ourselves 
becoming a producer of oil, trading our 
own production. We’re now involved 
in a small oil field within an oil block, 
so our trading volumes are increasing. 
That’s the core of our business.

I’m driven to leave a legacy – 
something that continues to reward 
the founders of the business after 
they step back. What we’re doing is 
showing that Nigerian businesses 

are capable of participating in and 
evolving oil companies.

We’re sponsoring science labs in 
schools, because that’s something 
that seems lacking. We also sponsor 
events like local football tournaments 
– when the opportunity arises, we’re 
willing to give. But the main thing for 
us about giving back is that when we 
first started out there was no one really 
qualified for us to employ. At Linetrale 
we promise employability and we train 
people constantly to grow expertise. 
We’re professionals, but that cannot 
end with the founders – it’s got to 
keep going through the whole system. 
That’s something we’re very eager and 
passionate about.
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Kashim Bukar
Shettima

I started playing polo when I was about 
14. At that time I was at school, and 
it was my father who took care of the 
horses. In the mid-80s I decided to buy 
my own horses. Of course I’m busy, but 
I still try to create time to play polo. 
I love the horses a lot and of course I 
love the game.

I’m a high goal player, with a 
handicap of two. Mostly I play in 
Kaduna. That’s where we all started. 
And of course when there’s a national 
tournament, I go – I’ve played in 
Abraka, Lagos, Jos, Kano and Yola. 
One of my best tournaments was in 
Kano, which was when I went up to 
two. Another memorable one was in 
Kaduna, where we won the Georgian 
Cup. The rest have been at Fifth 
Chukker. I’ve also played in Argentina.

My horses are all from Argentina. 
I’ve lost quite a lot in the last year – 
about 40 to 50 horses. There are a lot 
of problems here. We have the issue 
of African horse sickness, which can 
be a disaster, and also colic which has 
always been rampant. I just lost a mare 
that I loved so much, she was with me 
for about 15 years.

My main areas of business now are 
cars, aviation, agricultural supplies and 
oil and gas. I started out as a student. 
I used to go to London in the school 
holidays and I started buying electrical 
goods to bring back. Videos and 
video recorders were really popular 
at that time – it was something new. 
From there I started trading as a small 
business, and then I went into full 
business. That was how I started the 
Barbedos Group.

My latest venture is Skyjet Aviation. 
My business was taking me to different 
places in Nigeria and neighbouring 
countries, and I realised the 
commercial airlines weren’t doing the 
best for me. I bought a small airplane 
for myself, but after a year I decided 
the best thing would be to create a 
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business out of it, and that’s how I 
came up with the idea of setting up a 
corporate charter airline.

I started with one plane, I now 
have four and another one coming 
soon. I’ve established an airfield in 
Kaduna, which is going to become a 
service centre with a VIP lounge, plane 
management and light maintenance. 
I’m going to do the same thing but 
three times bigger in Abuja. It’s not 
an easy task, but I decided to take the 
challenge. So far, so good.

Anybody who says business is easy, 

believe me you’ll lose it overnight. I 
went through a lot of rough times. 
There was a time when I didn’t even 
have 30 kobo to pay for my taxi fee. I’m 
happy and proud of where I am today, 
because I know I went through that.

I’m now in the process of 
establishing two major industries in 
the northern part of Nigeria. As well as 
creating jobs, I want to have a situation 
whereby we work in the community 
to help people, and I plan to create a 
foundation to educate less privileged 
children. 
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Ayo Olashoju
I’ve been playing polo since 1986, 
when I was a teenager. I took it up with 
friends from school, as their dad used 
to play at Lagos. I play purely leisurely 
– I’m not too good at it! But polo is a 
way of life, and it’s always been there, 
even when I couldn’t afford it.

I played when I was at Leicester 
University in England between 1992 
and 1998. I would go to watch all the 
big tournaments, such as the Gold 
Cup and the Queen’s Cup, and I would 

play almost every Christmas when I 
came back to Nigeria. Now that I can 
afford to play properly I’m working 
and travelling a lot, but I always find 
the time.

Currently I have a plus one 
handicap. I play in medium cups and 
my team is high goal, sometimes 14-15 
goals. I mainly play in Lagos and here 
at Fifth Chukker, which is one of the 
most beautiful polo clubs in the world. 
Outside Nigeria I have also played in 
Argentina and Ghana. I hope to play 
in England next summer as a lot of my 
friends play there.

I have seven Argentine ponies at the 
moment. My favourite is a mare called 
Asmao. I’ve had her three years, so she 
must be about 11 now. You want them 
at their peak, which is between eight 
and 12, although some play to 15.

My most memorable tournament was 
at Fifth Chukker in 2006 when I played 
with my good friend Damian Duncan 
on the Tavia Trafigura team. We brought 
in Augustin Merlos, a 10-goaler from 
Argentina. It was phenomenal stuff. We 
got our ass kicked.

My current team is Tavia Trojan, 
with my good friend  Kunle Tinubu. 
We won the Lagos Open this year and 
we also won in Kaduna.

My business, Tavia Technologies, 
is a technology solution provider. 
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Our areas of focus include business 
intelligence, enterprise data 
warehousing, web portals and product 
development. The company was 
registered in 2000 here in Nigeria.

Prior to that, I worked in London for 
Ernst & Young in corporate finance. It 
was clear I was never going to be CEO 
there, so I came to where it was going 
to happen. I know the UK like the back 
of my hand but for me Nigeria was 
adventure, opportunity and, of course, 
disappointments. But here there is 
drive and room to create value for your 
organisation – it’s the place to be.

We have a corporate social 
responsibility programme and we 
are training a lot of young men and 
women. We also give back in kind, 
particularly with the Sickle Cell 

Foundation, either pro bono or at very 
low rate.

In polo, I’m the tournament manager 
at Lagos Polo Club and I try and give 
back in that area. At Fifth Chukker, 
Adamu is one of my close friends and 
we put together the first tournament. 
I’m on the board but I’m not paid – I 
do it for fun. It’s a fantastic vision and 
we are building on it.

There is a lot of awareness about 
polo in Nigeria now, and plenty of 
young people are very interested in 
the game. There have never been so 
many new players, some young and 
some older, and many of them are 
becoming horse-owning members 
who have found something they can 
be very passionate about. It’s a great 
phenomenon.
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Kola Karim

I was introduced to polo by my 
friend Adam Quinn, who said: “You 
can never have a good and complete 
weekend without riding a horse.”  I 
tried and got hooked.

I play practically every other 
weekend at the Royal Berkshire 
where I keep my horses. In Nigeria 
I play out of Lagos Polo Club.  The 
polo seasons work for me because 
the clubs in Nigeria are closed in 
the summer as it’s the rainy season, 
and they open in October when the 
season is over in England.

In Nigeria I play off 1 goal and in 
the UK I play off 0.  (They say we are 
over-handicapped in Nigeria).  I play 
medium goal.  The highest I’ve played 
in the UK is 12 goal.  When you start 
playing the high goal from 15 goal 
upwards, it’s serious stuff.

I have six horses in England and  
19 in Nigeria.  My favourite horse 
in Nigeria is Kwento, an Argentine 
thoroughbred. We went out to 
Argentina in 2001 and it opened a 
new vista for me to see what the game 
is all about.

My most memorable tournament 
was about seven seasons ago when 
Damian Duncan and I had a Shoreline 
Trafigura team.  We won all the 
medium cups in Nigeria– it was 
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awesome.  Playing in England requires 
more dedication because they have 
polo managers who plan the team 
strategy.  This requires financial 
commitment and time, which I don’t 
have now, though I might in a couple 
of years. 

My company Shoreline Energy 
International is a leading energy and 
infrastructure company, focusing 
on construction, power, oil and gas 
services, and we employ 5000 people.  
I also chair the board of Costain West 
Africa plc, a 61-year-old construction 
company with businesses in Ghana, 
Nigeria and Sierra Leone.

Shoreline is trying to encourage 
entrepreneurs through training, 
making them think out of the box.  
There’s no point in giving a man fish, 
better to teach him how to fish.  Africa’s 
problems are not that difficult to solve. 
We have the natural resources and they 
have to filter through to the man on 
the ground.  It needs commitment and 
leadership in all spheres.

The future of polo in Nigeria is very 
bright because we are encouraging 
our own children. The game needs 
continuity and the key is to make kids 
understand horse care so they love 
the horse first, not the game.  Polo has 
a stigma of elitism so it will never be 
a front line sport in the world as it is 
very expensive - it is cheaper to buy 
a racquet and play squash.  Recently 
Nigeria played the Heritage Cup in 
Sandhurst between eight countries, but 
it cost a lot of money to play.

Fifth Chukker is the most fantastic 
example of what the future of polo 
should be in Nigeria as a whole. The 
more there is privatisation of polo as 
a business, the more it encourages 
people who are very serious about 
the game.  Most of the patrons 
the world over are very successful 
businessmen, and polo is the same 
– you are competing with the best at 
the highest level. It’s only seven and 
half minutes of glory, but believe me 
it’s worth a lifetime!



Fifth chukker Magazine | october 201152

up close & personal

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Prince Albert Esiri

I’ve been playing polo for about 32 
years now. It started with my love 
of horses, and the fact that it’s such 
a dynamic and elegant sport. In 
England I used to ride at Bath and 
Laycock, and I actually started my 
first polo lessons at the Gulfstream 
Polo Club thanks to the kindness of a 
Mr Judd Howes  who was pleased to 
let me train on his horses.

The good thing about polo is that it’s 
the one sport you can play until you’re 
quite old, as long as you have good 
health and fitness. So I intend to play 
until about 65, I’m only 60 now. I play 
out at my resort in Abraka and at the 
Ham Polo Club in the UK. Actually I’m 
the Nigerian ambassador to the club. 
I’m still a member of the Cowdray Park 
Club and I intend to play there quite a 
bit next year.  

Over the years I must have gone 
through at least 120 ponies. I’ve 
had one or two that were quite 
exceptional, especially in my earlier 

Amapola by Prince Albert Esiri
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days. It’s very key for a beginner to 
have a good pony that keeps your 
interest, rather than spending half 
the time struggling to get the pony 
on the field. One of these ponies I 
called Farfalla, which is ‘butterfly’ 
in Italian. I had another great one 
called Nefertiti, which I rode as a 
professional when I was very active.   

My most memorable tournaments 
were in Lagos against very dear friends. 
It was interesting to play against Major 
Yakubu since we were extremely good 
friends and his knowledge of polo 
was insurmountable. We played a 
very good match and we just mutually 
won the game on the whistle. When 
he embraced me and said: ‘Well done 
Alfred’ it made me think, well I haven’t 
wasted my time. 

The Abraka resort started about 20 
years ago from conservation work. 
We’ve got mangrove, rainforest, and 
the river that runs through here is 
one of the largest in the area. Since 
I love playing lots of polo we have 

to incorporate polo, which is about 
10% of the facilities that we’ve got. It’s 
really a corporate getaway, with the 
polo and the pony club for backdrop. 
We have inspired a few other polo 
players to set up similar things, which 
is really good. 

My core business is Ashbert Ltd, a 
seismic exploration business. Making 
it a really mature seismic company 
may take ten years, but we are working 
towards that. When I’m not working 
or playing polo my main interest is 
painting – a great way to relax.

We have created quite a lot of jobs 
and are still doing so. In Abraka, 
there’s also been a lot of conservation 
activities to help the environment. We 
are extremely green, especially if we 
do not have to use the generator all 
the time. We are working to convert to 
solar power and become more energy 
efficient. Our mantra is to encourage 
an urban to rural drift, so people in 
urban areas will begin to come back to 
rural areas.

Mon. Martins by Prince Albert Esiri
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Risqua Abba Murtala

I started riding horses at about six or 
seven and at 18 I started playing polo, 
24 years ago.
 I learned at Lagos Polo Club from 
people like Dapo Ojora, Rex Racca, 
Prince Albert Esiri and Dawule Baba – 
people who had been playing for a long 
time. I had an accident when I was 
about 23 or 24, I so stopped playing for 
about 10 or 15 years.

My handicap is now plus one. Most 
of the time now I play in Kaduna. I 
live in Abuja, which doesn’t yet have a 
polo field of international standard, but 
it has a lot of prospects and hopefully 
once it is developed I will be able to 
play in both Abuja and Kaduna.

A lot of my friends also play in 
Kaduna or fly down for tournaments. 
Because you’re not doing the same 
kind of business, in most cases you 
don’t meet. But polo has a way of 
bringing you together. So for me it’s 
a good opportunity to reunite with 
childhood friends.

You have to have time for different 
aspects of life – business, family and 
leisure. So I try to create time for 
polo. I enjoy the game, the horses and 
the friendships. Sports are a good 
opportunity to relax away from the 
rigours of business. I think that’s very 
important.

I keep my horses in Fifth Chukker 
but I don’t have a favourite. Every horse 
has its own character and peculiarities, 
just like a human being. It’s up to you 
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to improve on areas of deficiency and 
maintain areas of excellence. Once 
you understand that and you treat 
your horses differently based on their 
personalities, you end up getting the 
best out of each horse.

It also depends on the game. You 
have horses for fast games and for 
slow games, for games where you 
need endurance or where you need 
to be physically present. But the most 
important thing is for all your horses 
to be sound mentally, because polo 
can be  dangerous if you don’t take 
the right precautions. You also have to 
remember it’s a game to be enjoyed by 
the horse as well as the player.

My most memorable tournament 
was the Charity Shield last year. We 
won the tournament – I played for 
Fifth Chukker. The teams are becoming 
very competitive now so you have a lot 
of foreign players making teams with 
very high handicaps – 17, 18, 19 or 
20 plus. These are very high handicap 
tournaments by any standard, 
anywhere in the world.

A lot of preparation goes into a 
tournament. It’s similar to business 
– you put a lot of effort into every 
transaction to ensure you get the 
right result at the end of the day. In a 
tournament the best result is obviously 
not only to enjoy the game but to win, 
because you put in a lot of energy and 
resources. So when you get the right 
result, it’s a very gratifying feeling.

Polo is now being played in Nigeria 
the way it is supposed to be played, with 
safety being paramount. You have to 
ensure you have the right kind of horses, 
players, umpires, pitch, organisation and 
facilities. It is my hope that we will keep 
improving by being able to replicate 
what is going on at Fifth Chukker 
in other parts of the country, so that 
anywhere you go, in a major city, there 
will be a first class polo playing facility.

My business started like any other 
business, on a small scale. Basically 
it’s an oil and gas trading company. 
We’re very active in Nigeria and West 
Africa. We have been in business for 
about eight years now and have grown 
significantly. It is also important 
for us to invest in developing the 
infrastructure of the oil and gas 
environment. This has been our main 
focus for the last couple of years.

We have the Murtala Muhammed 

Foundation, a non-profit organisation 
that runs activities and programmes 
that give back to society and help 
improve standards of living. We have 
a disaster relief scheme and whenever 
there is a disaster we are there with 
food items, blankets and all that. 
We help to build schools and supply 
computers and equipment to schools. 
We give scholarships to help people 
further their education both within 
Nigeria and as far away as Europe. We 
provide business development finance, 
so people who have good ideas but 
need funding can come to us for help.

We try and get the brains in society to 
sit down and discuss issues which affect 
us, and put together information to help 
the government make better policies 
to benefit the country. We also support 
events like the Charity Shield. 
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Alhaji Sayyu 
Dantata  

I have been playing polo for more 
than 30 years now. I learned to play 
very early as a child – it is a family 
sport. My current handicap is plus 
four and I mostly play here in Nigeria. 
My most memorable tournament so 
far has been the Lagos Open in 1984. 
Having participated in so many events 

now, at this point one only hopes for a 
successful tournament, free of injuries 
and accidents!

My favourite horse is called Iyabo. 
She is a local breed, and I personally 
believe she is better than most of the 
thoroughbreds I have.

I think the future of polo in Nigeria 
looks bright. There are a lot of up 
and coming players and I think there 
is a great deal of talent yet to be 
discovered. I would like the future to 
be focused more on polo ‘the game’ 
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7 than the controversial stories that 

surround it. 
I am the founder and Chief 

Executive Officer of MRS Holdings 
Limited, which deals in the oil and 
gas industry. We are one of the largest 
and most successful downstream 
operations in Nigeria, and we are 
expanding. In the past few years we 
have acquired Chevron Nigeria and 
Texaco Nigeria. I think the future of 
the business looks great – one always 
has to look on the bright side! ●
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running head

Action, precision, fusion, 
all with great respect for 
tradition… the image 
conveyed by polo is perfectly 
in keeping with the values 
espoused by Hublot. A close 
partner of the Polo Gold 
Cup Gstaad for the last four 
years, Hublot is proud to have 
renewed its association with 
this magnificent tournament, 
which takes place between 
the 18th and 21st August in a 
stunning setting deep in the 
Swiss Alps. 

This year’s edition is a little bit 

special, as Hublot will be unveiling 

its new Chukker Bang watch 

which takes its inspiration from 

the world of polo. Developed in 

conjunction with Facundo Pieres, 

one of the world’s best polo 

players and a Hublot ambassador, 

who contributed his experience 

and ideas, the Chukker Bang 

is a 44 mm diameter Big Bang 

equipped with a titanium grille 

- a first for Hublot - affixed to 

its bezel in order to protect the 

sapphire crystal. Note: the grille 

can be removed from the bezel if 

desired. The special feature of the 

HUB1141 Polo Flyback automatic 

chronograph movement is its 7 

min 30 counter which reflects the 

length of one period of play, or 

“chukka”, in a polo match, from 

which the model takes the name 

“Chukker Bang”. Its chronograph 

hand completes one revolution of 

the dial in 30 seconds. This watch is 

available either in a limited edition 

titanium version of 500 numbered 

pieces, or in a more glamourous 

version with a diamond-set grille.  

To mark the 
occasion of  
the Polo Gold  
Cup Gstaad, 
Hublot presents 
the Chukker Bang

Hublot SA • Suisse • www.hublot.com
T +41 (0)22 990 90 00 • F +41(0)22 990 90 29
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The fashion phenomenon
Stephane St JaymeS

Leading the way in 
Fifth Chukker’s support 
for Breast Cancer 
Awareness,  Stephane 
St Jaymes showcases 
his stunning London 
collection.

Adventures in 
Luxury

Models on the catwalk at  the début 
show, Westbury Hotel, London



Nigerian fashion phenomenon Stephane 
St Jaymes made his debut on the London 
scene in spectacular style. His show at the 
Westbury Hotel just off New Bond Street 
was so eagerly awaited that the crowds 

spilled out onto the street, amazing hotel guests and 
visitors alike. 

Clara Benjamin, the world-famous Sudanese model, 
introduced the collection, wearing one of Stephane’s 
cocktail dresses. Among the high-profile front row guests 
were Princess Michael of Kent, Mezghan Hussainy and 
Ross Kemp who gave him a standing ovation for his first 
collection inspired by the colours and tones of the film 
Les Demoiselles de Rochefort.

Now he’s bringing the same magic to Fifth Chukker in 
a high-octane show in aid of Breast Cancer. With names 
like Camellia Metallia and Demoiselle Laser, his gowns 
are exquisitely fitted crepes, silks, venetian wool and silk 
waffle. His tailored trousers flatter and invite with names 
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like Honey Minx, and his piece de resistance is the 
stunning Spectre de la Rose backless evening gown of 
silk satin roses with a beaded waistband and full train.

He’s also giving an exclusive preview of his Spring/
Summer 2012 collection, OUT OF AFRICA, inspired 
by classic films such as The African Queen, Zulu, White 
Mischief and of course Out of Africa. 

Over the past two decades Stephane has honed 
his craft, working for the couture greats including 
Alexander McQueen, John Galliano and Giles Deacon. 
He also spent many years working on Savile Row, where 
he learned as much from the experience seamstresses as 
he did from the great designers.

Based in Central London, Stephane grew up in the 
city where his mother and aunt were piece machinists. 
“My mum had to support 4 kids and this is what she 
did,” he recalls. “I used to help out by turning belts and 
sewing seams.”

When he was 14 his father summoned his children 
back to Nigeria where Stephane lived for the next 4 
years. “At first we went to Enugu and then to Lagos. It 
was so different and I hated it, the heat and the culture 
shock,” he says. “But I don’t think I would be the person 
I am today if I hadn’t been given back my identity. 
Living in Nigeria gave me the respect for education, 
achievement and my elders, and I learned not to sit back 
and expect things to be given to me.”

On his return to England Stephane became involved 
with the music and club industries, designing for private 
clients such as actress Billie Piper. He became very well-
known in these tight circles, and since he decided to create 
his own label he has had a high level of celebrity support.

Among his high profile clients is Strictly Come Dancing 
judge Alesha Dixon, former singer with the chart-topping 
girl group Mis-teeq. She has ordered 3 gowns for her 
prime time television show, while other clients are flying 
in from as far away as the USA and Russia. 

At the moment he is creating two collections a year, 
but he prefers the direct contact with his clients and 
their input. “I meet with clients at a venue in Central 
London, and if they bring their indigenous or ethnic 
fabrics I am always pleased. I love sitting down with a 
client and working out the perfect design and the perfect 
fabric for them,” he says. 

 “I see myself as a style-setter rather than a trend-
setter, drawing inspiration from the classic designers.  
I create the patterns and I am never happier than when I 
am in front of the sewing machine.” ●
www.stephanestjaymes.com

“Living in nigeria gave me 
the respect for education, 
achievement and my elders, 
and I learned not to sit 
back and expect things 
to be given to me”
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Alesha Dixon wearing a Stephane St Jaymes creation
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No one has had a career quite like David Adjaye. Within a year of 
graduating from the Royal College of Art in 1993 he formed a 
partnership in 1994 and quickly built himself a reputation as an 
architect with artistic vision. He won the RIBA First Prize Bronze 
Medal in 1993 was nominated for a Stirling Prize in 2006 for his 

Whitechapel Idea Store, London. 
He reformed his studio in June 2000 as Adjaye Associates and has gone on 

to win a number of prestigious commissions including the Nobel Peace Centre 
in Oslo, the Museum of Contemporary Art in Denver, the Moscow School of 
Management Skolkovo in Moscow and the new National Museum of African 
American History and Culture in Washington DC which will open in 2015. 

It’s no wonder he is hailed as one of the most celebrated architects of our time, 
and that’s not even mentioning his lectures at Princeton University, Harvard’s 
Graduate School of Design, Architectural Association, Universidad de Luisdad 
in Lisbon, Cornell, Yale, and the Art Centre College of Design, Los Angeles to 
name a few. The multitalented architect has also graced our screens having co-
presented two BBC TV series of Dreamspaces on modern architecture, and the 
BBC documentary Building Africa: The Architecture of a Continent.

Fifth Chukker Magazine caught up with David and spoke to him about his 
thoughts on architecture in Africa. Immediately we began talking about his most 
recent exhibition and labour of love, Urban Africa. He spent over a decade visiting 
46 African cities, taking 36,000 photographs. In the end only 3,000 pictures 
were displayed in the exhibition. Urban Africa is David’s answer to what his 
relationship with Africa is, and explores through his eyes what modern African 
architecture is today. Before he undertook the project he admitted he didn’t really 
see how Africa fitted with his work.

The Urban Africa project started out in East Africa in 1999, where he had gone 
over to assist an American friend and ended up taking a few photographs. He 
went northeast to Asmani, and before he knew it he’d photographed 16 countries. 
The photographs were his own personal study on cities in Africa. David was 
teaching at Harvard at the start of 2003 when he was asked to do a show. He was 
just getting established and still building his body of work at the time.

“I wasn’t ready to show my work yet, so I asked if I could do a show on 
metropolitan space in Africa with my photographs, and they said ok.”

David explains there wasn’t much knowledge of what African cities looked 
like, so they saw the show as an opportunity to investigate something new. His 

Adjaye’s Africa
Enter the mind of one of the most 
brilliant architects of our time

“I see ourselves as the 
groundbreakers for the next 
generation, we need to set 
up the infrastructure to 
build the city. The Africa 
we’re dreaming of today will 
be built by our children.”

adventures in lixury



work not only focused on the metropolitan aspects of the city, like the civic and 
cultural buildings, but he also looked at the natural beauty of the city and their 
relationship with the rivers, lakes, mountains and forests that shaped them.

“I stuck with capital cities, they’re the symbolic city of that nation.” 
We talked briefly about the current fascination with Lagos over Abuja in 

Nigeria. David admits it’s in vogue to look at Lagos instead of Abuja, but he 
wanted to focus on the capital.

“You can see it’s mosque, it’s cathedral, it’s stadium - all of these symbols are for 
the nation, for Nigeria.”

Following the show he had such a positive response, that he spent the next 
several years finishing the rest of the continent.
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within the continent there’s a lot 
of diversity

Around 2007 to 2008 David says 
he began noticing trends through 
his images and had identified six 
distinct areas of Africa with different 
architecture and culture. In touring 
around Africa he admits he was 
surprised by every country, things were 
much richer than he imagined. 

“Africa is a huge landmass, when you 
look at it on a world map compared 
to America it doesn’t seem that big, 
however they’ve actually ‘corrected’ the 
proportions for ease of viewing and to 
make it specific.

“Within the continent there is a lot of 
diversity. I noticed six distinct areas as 
I was capturing these cities: the desert, 
the sahal, the savannah, the mountains, 
the highlands and the forest. 

“But even though there were 
towns in different areas, all the 
mountains towns shared features 
of other mountain towns, desert 
towns shared similarities with other 
desert towns even through the were 
physically separate.” 

David explains the designs weren’t 
conscious copying, they just suited 
the environment. While there are 
differences in the different areas there 
is a cultural relay; it’s linked in people’s 
overall consciousness and linked 
geographically.

“The people hadn’t been to the 
other towns or cities, but they had the 
same ideas (with their architecture). 

previous David 
Adjaye, known as the 
starchitect, and one of 
the leading architects 
of his generation.

above Museum of 
Contemporary Arts 
in Rivington Place, 
London, was opened 
in 2007 as a permanent 
space dedicated to 
culturally diverse 
visual arts in the UK.

opposite David’s 
photographic odyssey 
Urban Africa was 
described by The 
Observer as ‘an epic 
act of homage to a 
continent’.

You can’t avoid the sun in the desert, 
like you can’t avoid the monsoons in 
the forest - you have to deal with the 
environment.”

Over the last decade David 
discovered an evolving set of African 
styles that are regionally based 
and focused on the climate and 
the culture. He believes it is this 
climate and culture that builds that 
collective memory. 

“African people are so in tune with 
the tribal world that they think that’s 
what they should radiate out, but I 
think should be the land, the climate 
and the culture first.”

the africa we’re dreaming of today 
will be built by our children
We asked David about his thoughts 
on the future of Africa in terms of 
architecture and development.

“I see an optimistic future, where 
the specifics become more conscious. 
There is a real ‘race to be modern’, 
however I think there’s also a real 
danger of everywhere looking the 
same. In Africa there are so many 
possibilities to show another world.”

He is passionate about the master-
planning that’s occurring in Africa 
and the needs to accentuate each city’s 
unique qualities. He also highlights the 
need for networks, the roads, the water, 
the electricity - the things that make a 
city operate. The framework that future 
generations will build on.

“Our cities need political and 

cultural will to form a modern strategy, 
one that suits the people and the place.” 

He also believes there is a need to go 
back to ‘real properties’ where Africa’s 
traditional and cultural roots come 
from; they are responses to the places 
they live in; they shape the traditions, 
rituals and culture of that place.

“Building artefacts is easy, Africa’s 
culture is so rich. The DNA is there 
and it will t to hrive.”

He admits Africa is not at that stage 
of development, as most countries 
are only 50 years old, they’re still 
establishing the principles of their 
cities. He says in the case of Britain, it 
took over 300 years for it to understand 
it’s own history and identity.

David explains, “It takes time for the 
consciousness to form, we also have to 
remember we are constantly building 
and rebuilding, it’s not permanent. 

“I see ourselves as the 
groundbreakers for the next 
generation, we need to set up the 
infrastructure to build the city. The 
Africa we’re dreaming of today will be 
built by our children.”

David highlights the importance 
of people, and recognises cities need 
people to give them richness, people 
make the overlaps and relationships 
that make cities so interesting.

“If we take the example of Abuja 
it Nigeria, it was planned, it’s a very 
clear modern city. However, now we’re 
seeing the complexity increase as the 
population density increases.”
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For David space is the most 
important thing, not the objects in 
the space. He sees it as part of the 
overall lexicon, and tried to squirm 
out of answering what he would put 
in an empty space. 

However we pressed, and David 
admitted that he is a culture vulture, 
and likes to see a trajectory through 
history linking objects. He imagined 
he might have an eclectic set of 
chairs from different cultures and 
times.

architecture has been removed 
from art

On working with artists David has 
always been open, and laments that 
“architecture has been removed from 
art, it’s an unfortunate divergence”. 

David sees architecture as a science 
where art is the default. He sees 
art as being devoid of context, it’s 
self-referential. Architecture allows 
a marrying of the two that gives art 
context. 

David has worked a lot with other 
artists, and in particular with Chris 
Ofili on a number of successful projects 
including The Upper Room and the 
Adelphi project. David admits their 
collaborations have always worked 
well because they have respect for each 
other’s opinions and is a believer in the 
adage “two brains are better than one”. 

“There’s always the stereotypical 
relationship where the architect wants 
to lead and leave the artist a pedestal 
in the corner, and the artist thinks the 
architect egotistical and crazy.

“That kind of relationship doesn’t 
work. When working with an artist 
you have to accommodate each 
other’s work. It’s democracy versus 
collaboration where you want a real 
collaboration to happen, and for both 
sides to agree the work is finished. It 
shouldn’t be a case of I have this wall so 
you can have that.”

David says when working with 
artists there is no minimum, both artist 
and architect add their skills together 

for a maximum result. 
When I worked with Chris on the 

Adelphi Centre I asked him what he 
wanted to do as I had no idea what 
he wanted. He made it an amazing 
project that I could have never 
imagined at the beginning. Personally 
I find working with artists a very 
enriching experience.” 

i look at artefacts as a 
contemporary reference 

We asked David about his references, 
and how his work has been influenced 
by his background.

“Inherently I was born African and 
shaped through my parents. However 
given my time in Britain I also think 
in English, so you could say I have a 
‘double consciousness’.”

David says he looks at artefacts 
as a contemporary reference in a 
contemporary way, however the big 
thing for him is the idea. As a youth he 
remembers seeing the Nairobi towers 
and being very much inspired and 
affected by them. While he recognises 
the African influence, foremost his 
focus is on “being contemporary, not 
so much about being African.”

That doesn’t mean he doesn’t use 
African references, he happily pointed 
out a reference to the twin structures of 
Ashanti when we looked through some 
of his work.

“Sometimes I can be very direct, 
sometimes I’m not. It’s about working 
through the idea.” ●
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Referred to as ‘The Nigerian Cultural Centre” and rightfully 
so when you consider the fact that Terra Kulture is a one 
stop centre for the arts, be it Visual, Performing, Literary, 
Music, Languages, Art and Craft, Food, Fashion. The natural 
ambience of the centre is very soothing to the mind, the 

environment very original, yet there is so much going on that a mind 
seeking to discern the ways of the Nigerian people will be blown away.

Where do you start? The aroma of the very popular ofada rice and 
diced meat stew lures you to venture into the world of Nigerian spicy 
delicacies, a world from which no body returns the same, whilst the 
typically traditional setting of Terra Kulture’s restaurant impresses on 
you the beauty of nature.

 Taking you all the way up to the Arts Gallery is a suspended ramp, 
a unique feature of Terra Kulture which makes a statement of its own. 
If you are an arts lover you will be spell bound by the rich collection 
of paintings and sculptures at Terra Kulture’s Gallery. With regular 
exhibitions by notable artists and an annual art auction, you will 
discover an exquisite experience of Nigerian contemporary art and get 
to rub minds with a unique gathering of intellectuals, top notch business 
people and the expatriate community who love the creative excellence 
of Nigerian Artists.  Ooops, I just bumped into Professor Bruce 
Onobrakeya. Mr. Kolade Oshinowo is giving a talk on arts at the Centre. 
Can it get any better?

the terra kulture experience
When it comes to Nigerian art and 
culture, the name that readily comes to 
mind is Terra Kulture. 
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Just when you think you have seen it all, as you descend the suspended 
ramp, what catches your attention is the array of books on well crafted 
wooden shelves beckoning to your intellect. Curiosity gets the better of 
you as you delve into the hidden treasures of the Library and bookstore.  
Apart from books, books and more books, the cozy space affords you a 
conducive environment for work or study and surfing the internet before 
you are aware of time, dinner is ready. Who knows, you just might bump 
into your favorite authors Wole Soyinka, Chinamanda, Sefi Atta or any 
other literary icon; they are never too far away from Terra Kulture.

There is no dull Sunday in Lagos with Theatre @ Terra, Families and 
friends know where to go to for the time of their lives. Theatre, food, art 
and music; Yes music! They have all performed at Terra Kulture, from 
the good of High life icon, Fatai Rolling Dollar to the teenage sensation 
Wiz Kid. The comedians are not left out.

Language is one of the vehicles for the transfer of a people’s cultural 
heritage from one generation to another. Terra Kulture’s pioneer role 
as the Nigerian cultural center attracts the diplomatic community and 
indeed all who are interested in Nigerian languages art and craft to the 
Language school. You will be surprised to see foreigners learning art and 
craft, dance, drum, and Nigerian languages at the language school.

Terra Kulture is a destination with something for everybody.  Its 
inherent entertainment, amusement and cultural values make it stand 
out as a destination of choice for all who love quality life.  A visit to 
Terra Kulture is indeed a memorable experience. ●

above “Under pressure” by Gbenga Offo

opposite left The Nigerian Cultural Centre entrance, restaurant and  library

opposite right “The Glance” by Alex Nwokolo
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The brand was inspired by Tina’s mother, 
Agnès Deréon, a skilled seamstress who 
made beautiful custom clothing. The 
mother-daughter partnership produces 
designs in which fine artistry meets 

showstopping spectacle. Their first ‘Global Nomad’ 
collection, showcased exclusively at Selfridges 
on 17 September, features jungle-inspired prints 
and textures, with a colour palette grounded in 
sophisticated neutral shades. Beyoncé talks about 
the inspirations behind the designs.

“My mother designed the stage outfits for Destiny’s 
Child 15 years ago. Girls always asked me ‘how can we 
dress like that?’ so it felt natural to create a clothing line.

It’s hard to describe the Deréon girl in three words 
but I would say she’s definitely a trendsetter. She’s 
someone who’s very sexy, confident, bold and who likes 
to make a statement.

My style icons are diverse. I love Kate Moss’s style and 
how she puts things together. But my sister Solange is also 
a style icon to me. She is not afraid of mixing different 
cultural influences. She’ll put an African head wrap with 
an Asian print skirt and different colour blocking. 

I just love it when people express themselves and use 
fashion as an extension of their personality. I also love 
classic women that are really elegant like Jackie O. There 
are so many beautiful, fashionable women, it’s hard to pick 
just a few. Victoria Beckham is also very chic indeed.

House of Deréon, the new womenswear brand from Beyoncé 
Knowles and mother Tina, made its global debut at Selfridges during 
this year’s London Fashion Week. 

Couture with kick



Beyoncé and mother Tina 
show off their ‘Global 
Nomad’ collection on the 
catwalk at Selfridges

My music absolutely inspires the fashion line. I think 
music and fashion work perfectly together inspiring 
one another and for me, they always go hand in hand. 
My stage clothes are very different from my everyday 
wardrobe and I think that’s what’s so beautiful about 
the line. We get to have things that are a little bit more 
‘showstopping’ and things that are a little more classic.

I try to reflect in what I wear whatever I feel on 
a given day, whatever emotion I feel inside. I think 
that’s the beauty of being a woman, you can take 
things from your closet and express yourself in 
the most extensive way. I like to switch things up, 
sometimes I feel like a hipster, sometimes I feel like 

a diva and sometimes I feel like a very sophisticated 
woman. There are things in the House of  Deréon 
that represent all of those emotions.

I used to wear a lot of classic white shirts with a nice 
pair of straight leg jeans and great heels but I think now 
I’m wearing a lot of dresses and sexy jackets and scarves. 
I’m draping because clearly I am with child! But it has 
been really exciting to figure out new ways of wearing 
clothes because I don’t want to be the typical pregnant 
woman who has to wear a babydoll dress every day, so I 
try to keep it sexy and funky and like a woman.” ●
House of Déreon is available in store and online at  
www.selfridges.com
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luxury listDe Grisogono 

This year Fawaz Gruosi unveils three 
marvellously contemporary baroque 
collections. Interpreted in versions  
featuring either blackened gold  
and black diamonds, white or pink  
gold studded with white diamonds,  
the Tubetto collection plays on  
simple and sharp lines to draw a  
very  graphic aesthetic with volume  
and amazing architecture. 
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1

2

3

4

Embodying a glowing anthem to the art of 
haute joaillerie, Pigna creations can be seen 
as a new de Grisogono classic: unexpected, 

creative, generous and deliciously 
contemporary. 

A resolutely avant-garde 
trendsetter, Incrocio 
collection ventures into 
daring new aesthetic 
territory by combining 
natural black resin 
powder and pink gold 
to form asymmetrical 
baroque compositions 
exuding sublime 
elegance.

Three timeless and refined 
collections to give or 
receive with unrestrained 

generosity and gratitude.

www.degrisogono.com
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5 6

7

8

9

10

1 Pigna ring in black rhodium-plated white 
gold set with 235 black diamonds totaling 
9.21 carats

2 Pigna ring in pink gold

3 Pigna ring in pink gold full set with 343 
brown diamonds totaling 4.11 carats

4 Ottature watch Satin finish water resistant18 
carats pink gold• Centre Hours & minutes, 
rotating dial featuring 4 functions:seconds at 
9 o’clock, date at 3 o’clock, Power reserve at 6 
o’clock & moon phase at 12 o’clock

5 Tubetto bracelet in pink gold set with 25 
white diamonds totaling 0.68 carats

6 Tubetto pendant in black rhodium plated 
white gold set with 168 black diamonds 
totaling 4.37 carats.  
Chain in black rhodium-plated white gold

7 Incrocio ring in pink gold and black natural 
resin powder set with 54 white diamonds 
totaling 1.08 carats

8 Tubetto ring in pink gold set with 34 white 
diamonds totaling 2.12 carats

9 Tubetto ring in pink gold set with 235 white 
diamonds totaling 7.69 carats

10 Ring in black rhodium-plated white gold set 
with 235 black diamonds totaling 9.21 carats
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This year’s MTN Lagos Polo 
Tournament was lauded as the most 
exciting year of the competition to 
date. During the two-week event in 
February and March, players competed 
for six trophies, including four Majors 
for the high-handicap players.

Held in two stages in February 
and March, the tournament was 
well-attended by prominent 
members of society including the 
Oba of Lagos, Oba Rilwan Akiolu. 
The tournament showcased Nigeria’s 
top players alongside professionals 
from South Africa, Europe and 
Argentina. Lagos captain Mustapha 
Fasinro said it all added up to make 
this the most competitive edition of 
the tournament yet.

The first stage, 23-27 February, saw 
the teams vying for honours in the 
Lagos Low and Dansa Cups. Eight 
teams jostled for the Dansa prize, 
sponsored by Dansa Foods, while nine 
teams from Kano, Ibadan and host 
Lagos competed in the Lagos Low. The 

Highlights of the Lagos season
The most exciting 

Lagos polo 
tournament to date

lagos fixture 2012

Lagos International Polo 
Tournament  
Feb 22nd – 4th March 2012

first was won by Kano Yakassai, while 
the second title went to Lagos Arkpolo.

Next came the final of the 
prestigious Oba of Lagos Cup. This 
was contested for the first time by two 
teams with 13-goal handicaps – the 
Iga quartet of Rotimi Makanjuola, 
Khalifa Ibrahim, Francisco Irastorza and 
Marcello Pascual, versus their Eko Akete 
opponents parading Rojo, Ali Birjawi, 
Frankie Menendez and Adamu Yaro. 

The second stage, 2-6 March, also 
saw the high-goalers fighting for the 
Lagos Open and Majekodunmi Cups. 
A record nine teams participated in 
the Open, sponsored by Chapelhill 
Denham, including Tavia Trojan, Kano 
Titans, Goodfellas, Caverton, Shoreline 
and the visiting Ibadan Origins. 

In the grand finale of the tournament, 
Linetrale Trafigura met Fifth Chukker in 
an intense battle for the highly coveted 
Majekodunmi Cup. Eventually, with 
the score at 13-9, the victory went to 
Linetrale Trafigura, who also took home 
the Independence Cup. 

Linetrale 
Trafigura won the 
Majekodunmi Cup
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1st row from left Alh Sani 
Dangote; Erelu Abiola Dosunmu

2nd row from left Atedo 
Peterside; Lanre Olasoju; Otunba 
Niya Adebayo, Former Governor 
of Ekiti State

4ht row left Nike Osinowo 
Soleye

other pictures Hannah Cheves 
and other guests enjoy the great 
atmosphere
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the accra open, ghana
An annual event, held in December 
of each year, this is the highlight of 
the season in Ghana.  The season 
runs from May to December and is 
well attended  - the club has over 60 
members, including several up and 
coming youngsters, aged from 11 to 16.  
The Open runs over a course of five 
days and attracts the best players in the 
country as well as visiting players from 
abroad. Normally featuring between 
four and six teams, there is plenty of 
action on the field throughout the 
tournament.  It is an important social 
event; bringing some 400 selected 

Highlights of the Ghana season
Polo in Ghana has 

been flourishing for 
decades. Teams play 
at home and abroad, 

both within the 
African continent and 
also in Europe, thanks 

in no small part to 
a popular and long 

term link up between 
Accra polo club and 

Ham Polo Club in 
London. The highlight 
of the season in Ghana 

is the prestigious 
tournament every 

December.

ghana fixture 2012

The Accra Open

Accra Junior Team guests who enjoy bespoke parties, food 
and of course the best polo Ghana has 
to offer. 

And if they get bored of polo – they 
can play squash at the club’s own 
courts, or enjoy some fine dining at the 
superb in-house Italian restaurant. 

Members of the club took part in 
an invitational game in July at Ham 
Polo Club, England. This has been a 
regular fixture between the clubs for 
over 30 years, alternating venues as 
appropriate. Ham won by just half 
a goal – the same scoreline as in the 
previous game, held in Ghana in 
March. 
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Images from the Accra Open
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june queens cup , guards polo club
Talandracas, under the captaincy of 
the mighty Milo Fernandez Araujo, 
were surprise winners of the Queens 
Cup, beating much favoured Enigma 
by a single goal in truly horrendous 
conditions.  The patrons of both teams 
were playing their first high goal final 
in the UK.

july gold cup, cowdray park
The Gold Cup final was between Les 
Lions and Zacara, also the first final 
either team had ever reached. The 
Merlos brothers just could not stop the 
fast, well mounted boys of Zacara who 

Highlights of the British season
The 2011 season was 

quite an eye opener 
with no “big” names 
taking either major 

title. The rule changes 
regarding no turning 

the ball in either 
direction saw a return 

to classic, open polo, 
meaning that the 

higher handicapped 
players can no longer 

dominate.

uk fixture 2012

Queens Cup final 10thJune

Gold Cup final 15th July

International 22nd July

Guards Royal Windsor final 24 June

Hilario Ulloa, Nachi 
Du Plessis, Lyndon Lea

played their socks off with so much 
passion that no force on earth could 
have stopped them.

july the international, guards 
polo club

The International between England 
and Brazil was won by England in a 
very comfortable fashion. Brazil didn’t 
display the flair that everyone was 
expecting, and were no match for a 
disciplined, cohesive England side, all 
on their best ponies. This was the last 
year that Cartier sponsor the event; next 
year’s name has yet to be revealed.
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1st row from left 
Funlola and Femi 
Fowora, Chinedu 
Nwokedi, Kunle 
Fasinro and Femi 
Fowora

2nd row from left 
HRH the Queen of 
England with Black 
Bears, winners of the 
Royal Windsor, Eniola 
Nwokedi 

3rd row from left Mrs 
Damian Duncan, HRH 
Prince Philip with 
England captain Luke 
Tomlinson, Sesi and 
Musty Fasinro

4th row Prince Harry 
at the Queen’s Cup 
presentation with 
Talandracas the 
winning team
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march copa de la republica
This iconic tournament, open to teams 
from anywhere in the country, always 
attracts a huge entry. Divided into 
zones, teams have to qualify in their 
region to gain the chance to come 
and play in Buenos Aires. La Estrella 
Enigma beat La Dolfina by four goals 
to take the coveted title.

april nations cup
This was the hotly anticipated game 
of the autumn season – on number 
one field at Palermo, England rode 
out to meet the Argentines on home 
ground. Perhaps inevitably, despite 
sterling work by the England team and 
some truly great polo, Argentina beat 
England 13 goals to eight. 

Highlights of the Argentinian season
Once more, polo 

comes to the 
undisputed centre 

of excellence that is 
Argentina. The best 

fields in the world with 
the best players in the 
world; nowhere else is 
the game played with 

such pace and skill. 
Welcome to the Triple 
Crown and high goal 

at its best. 

argentina fixture 2012

Hurlingham final 

6 November 2011

Palermo (Argentine Open) final 

10 December 2011

The Argentine Polo Association 
don’t publish fixture lists until closer 
to the time so see www.aapolo.com 
for more information. 

september jockey club open
With a smaller than hoped-for entry 
of just four teams, La Dolfina beat La 
Irenita by a mere two goals to take 
this warm-up tournament. The Triple 
Crown is next!

triple crown preview
At the time of going to press, Ellerstina 
were through to the final of Tortugas. 
Can they take the triple once more? No 
team is unchanged from last season, 
so the whole season is wide open 
and there might be some unexpected 
results. A further five teams are 
currently battling it out for the ‘wild 
card’ entry into Hurlingham and 
Palermo

Elllerstina, winners of 
the triple crown
Facu Pieres, Gonzalito 
Pieres, Pablo 
MacDonough, Juan 
Martin Nero
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Images from the march 
copa de la republica
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february cartier dubai polo 
challenge, desert palm

Four teams entered this 12-goal 
tournament at Ali Albwardy’s home 
club. The final was won by Guards Polo 
Club, featuring Pakistan’s best player, 
Hissam Al Hyder (‘Namu’ to friends), 
who saw his handicap raised to SIX in 
the UK this season. They beat Julius 
Bear by a single goal, 6-5. 

march threadneedle gold cup, 
dubai polo and equestrian club

Eight 15-goal teams battled it down 
to just one winner. Abu Dhabi and 

Highlights of the Dubai season
Polo in Dubai is 

rapidly expanding. 
With more 

tournaments than ever 
and a steady increase 

the level of polo 
played, 20 or 22 goal 

polo probably isn’t 
too far away now.  The 

success of the Gold 
Cup with the strength 
of entries is testament 

to that.  Now with 
polo in neighbouring 

Abu Dhabi as well, the 
fixture lists will get 

ever more interesting. 

dubai fixture 2012

Silver Cup 17 February 

Gold Cup 9 March

Desert Palm: Rashid 
Albwardy, Clive Reid, 
Martin Valent, Pete 
Webb

Dubai Falcons won their respective 
semi-finals quite comfortably to 
secure their places in the final. 
Although evenly matched on paper, 
Dubai Falcons had the season’s hottest 
new talent, Facundo Sola (who won 
major tournaments on every corner 
of the globe this season), who was 
literally unstoppable, slotting in goal 
after goal. Abu Dhabi won by two 
goals, 9-7.

This season also saw the highest ever 
level of polo played in the Emirates, a 
27-goal exhibition match featuring the 
legendary Novillo Astrada family. 
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Images from the Cartier Dubai Polo Challenge
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february bmw  polo series, val de 
vie

South Africa played India in this 
prestigious international. A 14-goal 
South African side featured some 
of the brightest stars in the country, 
including Tom de Bruin (now six 
goals), Guy Watson, and 15-year-old 
Dirk van Reenen. The South Africans 
held off a skilled and fast Indian side to 
claim the title. 

december kurland international 
2009 (not played in 2010 but will be 
played in 2011)

This is the highest level of polo played 
in South Africa and once more 

Highlights of the S Africa season
Short but sweet. Played 

once the important 
Argentina season is 
over (which claims 

the countries best 
players) the high 

goal season in South 
Africa is an important 

fixture in a beautiful 
location. Players and 

their families enjoy 
superb polo as well as 

quality leisure time on 
beautiful beaches. 

south africa 
fixture 2012

To be announced at  
www.sapolo.org.za

Chris Mackenziefeatured the best South Africa has to 
offer, in the shape of Chris Mackenzie, 
Nachi Du Plessis and Tom de Bruin. 
Nachi is already eight goals in the 
UK and Chris, aged 18, is five goals. 
Both have glittering careers ahead. 
Watch this space! They played an 
18-goal Australian side that fielded 
heavyweights such as Ruki Baillieu and 
Rob Archibald. 
The 2011 International will take place 
on 28 December 2011, a welcome return 
after missing a year due to sponsorship 
issues. The season at Kurland is the most 
important in the South African season, 
attracting high-handicapped players 
from all over the world. ●
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above Chris Mackenzie
right and below Nachi Du Plessis
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International Fixture    List 2012
january

Nigeria 

Ibadan International Polo Tournament*

february

Nigeria 

22 Feb – 4 March 
Lagos International Polo Tournament

Dubai

17 February 
Silver Cup

march

uS

25 March 
Gold Cup

Dubai

9 March 
Gold Cup

september

uK

1 – 16 SepteMber 
Autumn Nations 
Guards Polo Club

10 – 23 SepteMber 
Autumn League 
Cowdray Park Polo Club

july

uK

3 – 15 July 
Duke of Beaufort Cup 
Beaufort Polo Club

7 – 21 July 
Prince of Wales Cup 
Beaufort Polo Club

7 – 21 July 
Julian and Howard Hipwood Trophy 
Royal County of Berkshire Polo Club

10 – 28 July 
Coworth Park Challenge 
Coworth Park 

20 July – 4 auguSt 
Holden White Cup 
Cowdray Polo Club

23 July – 5 auguSt 
Harrison Cup 
Cowdray Polo Club

24 July – 12 auguSt 
Warwickshire Cup 
Cirencester Park Polo Club

august

uK

5 – 19 auguSt 
Duke of Wellington Cup 
Guards Polo Club

7 – 19 auguSt 
Kirtlington Eight Goal Challenge 
Kirtlington Park Polo Club

14 – 26 auguSt 
County Cup 
Cirencester Park Polo Club

21 auguSt – 2 SepteMber 
Duke of Cornwall Cup 
Guards Polo Club

28 auguSt – 9 SepteMber 
Cheltenham Cup 
Cirencester Park Polo Club

lagos polo club (established 1930)
1 Polo Road, SW Ikoyi, Lagos, 
info@lagospolo.com
tel +234 (0)1 818 5847
president  Adedolapo Akinrele SAN
 
Kano polo club (established in 1930)
Barde Road, P.O. Box 13604, Kano
tel +234 (0)803 408 1001
alh. Bashir Dantata
 
Ibadan polo club (established in 1960)
Latmuack Barrack, Eleyeile Road, Eleyeile, Ibadan
tel +234 (0)2 872 1504
Mr ‘Labi Adeyemi

fifth chukker polo and country club  
(established in 2001)
KM2, Kaduna to Jos Road, after Maraban-Jos.
email info@fifthchukker.com
telephone +234 (0)808 476 2172 
Web www.fifthchukker.com
tournament manager Babangida Hassan

abraka turf and country club
9 Old Sapele-Agbor Road, Oria,  
Abraka, Nigeria
email info@abrakacountryclub.com 
telephone +234 (0)805 055 TURF  
+234 (0)816 006 7671
Web abrakacountryclub.com

NOteS 
South Africa Fixtures to be announced at www.sapolo.org.za. The Argentine Polo Association 
only publish fixture lists closer to the time so see www.aapolo.com for more information. 
* Please contact club for specific tournament dates as follows
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International Fixture    List 2012
aprIl

Nigeria 

Abraka Turf and Country Club*

uS

22 april 
US Open

may

Nigeria 

Fifth Chukker Polo and Country Club hosts the 
Access Bank UNICEF Charity Shield*

uK

5 – 20 May 
Queen Mother Centenary Cup 
Guards Polo Club

8 – 25 May 
Indian Empire 
Coworth Park

12 – 27 May 
Dollar Cup 
Cowdray Park Polo Club

15 May – 3 JuNe 
Gerald Balding Cup 
Cirencester Park Polo Club

15 May – 10 JuNe 
Queen’s Cup 
Guards Polo Club

22 May – 9 JuNe 
Arthur Lucas Cup 
Beaufort Polo Club

26 May – 15 JuNe 
Duke of Sutherland Cup 
Cowdray Park Polo Club

29 May – 10 JuNe 
Twelve Goal Challenge 
Royal County of Berkshire Polo Club

june

Nigeria 

Kano International Polo Tournament*

uK

2 – 9 JuNe 
Prince of Wales Trophy 
Royal County of Berkshire Polo Club

3 – 24 JuNe 
Royal Windsor Cup 
Guards Polo Club

4 – 17 JuNe 
Eduardo Rojas Lanusse Cup 
Beaufort Polo Club

5 JuNe – 4 July 
Archie David Cup 
Guards Polo Club

19 JuNe – 1 July 
Cirencester 18 Goal 
Cirencester Park Polo Club

19 JuNe – 8 July 
Queen Mother Trophy 
Cirencester Park Polo Club

19 JuNe – 15 July 
Gold Cup 
Cowdray Park Polo Club

26 JuNe – 7 July 
Eduardo Moore Tournament 
Royal County of Berkshire Polo Club

30 JuNe – 15 July 
Phoenician Cup 
Guards Polo Club

october

Nigeria 

26 – 29 OctOber 
Fifth Chukker Polo and Country Club and 
Resorts hosts African Masters Patron’s Cup 

.

november

argeNtiNa

6 NOveMber 
Hurlingham Final

december

ghaNa

The Accra Open

argeNtiNa

10 DeceMber 
Palermo (Argentine Open) Final
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international player focus

Alejandro Novillo Astrada
Age: 30 
Nationality: Argentine 
Handicap: 8

Alejandro Moreno is one of the famous Novillo Astrada brothers of La 
Aguada fame.  The family are polo through and through; their father 
played and so the boys were brought up on a horse, with staggering 
results. All achieved incredibly high handicaps (Miguel and Eduardo 
were both 10, now 9) and Alejandro off 8 meant he was denied a regular 
spot on the La Aguada side for the Triple Crown (but often substituted 
for one of his brothers if needed). 

This season however Alejandro has his much deserved team slot; he 
will be playing with the mighty Heguy brothers for Indios Chapaleufu 2 
at Hurlingham and Palermo.  
Alejandro has already had a stellar career; he has won the Gold Cup 
in the UK (Twice), and played major high goal finals all around the 
world, including the USA, Spain, Chile, Mongolia, the UK and of course 
Argentina. 

At home in Argentina he is very much involved with the family’s 
La Aguada operation, based only an hour from Buenos Aires in Open 
Door. Set in approximately 300 hectares, the boys base all their horses 
there during the season, as well as some of the young stock. In addition, 
the top end polo school is also based there, offering clients a very unique 
opportunity to play on the same hallowed turf as the illustrious brothers.  
Alejandro’s presence in Nigeria for the 2011 Fifth Chukker African 
Master’s Cup is certainly a coup for the tournament; as aside from being 
an incredibly talented player and horseman, he is the consummate 
sportsman both on and off the field. ●

Diego White
Age: 34 
Nationality: Argentine 
Handicap: 7

Diego is a regular sight on the polo fields around Pilar, Argentina. He 
has won or been a winner or finalist of many of the major high goal 
fixtures, including the Camara de Diputados (after the Triple crown, 
this is the most important fixture of the “big” season), Cope Provincia 
(won), La Canada Open, and the Metropolitan Cup.  
In Europe he has played the Bronze and Silver Cups in Sotogrande’s high 
goal season, as well as the prestigious Royal Windsor at Guards Polo 
Club in the UK. 

Diego has had his passport stamped in dozens of polo playing 
countries – England, Italy, Spain, Germany, Austria, Holland, Belgium, 
Ireland, France, Malaysia, Pakistan, Nigeria, Mexico, Columbia and Peru 
to name just a few!

Diego has off field interests as well; he owns Kings Game, designing 
and producing kit and apparel for polo players and ponies.  
He also just had a baby son, so it’s a privilege that he has made the time to 
travel to Nigeria for the 2011 Fifth Chukker African Masters Patrons Cup.

Polo
SuPremoS
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Nigeria must focus on training its young players, to be in with a chance of 
producing international polo stars, says Yinka Akinkugbe 

I cannot remember what it was that got 
me addicted to horses at such an early 
age. From as far back as my memory 
serves, I recall being fascinated by 
all animals, including the legendary 

neighbourhood dogs, and the local cats – 
though these were not my favourites.

It was probably thanks to family friendships 
that I first developed my love of horses. I 
progressed rapidly from the colouring book 
to the large rolling field that was the Ibadan 
Polo Club. In Ibadan during the 60s we had 
a freedom that no child in an urban area can 
possibly enjoy today. We were allowed to 
roam the countryside from dawn until dusk. 
Our parents told us there was a chance we’d 
be kidnapped if we stayed out beyond sunset, 
but I believe this threat was used mainly to 
convince us to come home in time for dinner 
and to finish our homework.

roaming wild
I learnt to ride on the Ibadan polo field, with 
only a little in the way of instruction from 
the local grooms. The horses were a disparate 

collection of ponies with various vices. They 
challenged my bravery and convinced my 
friends of how serious I was about continuing 
this exciting pastime. Soon growing bored of 
riding around the perimeter of the one polo 
field, we took to trekking along the railway 
lines and through the forests.

As all children do, I soaked up as much 
information as I could from books. Though 
you could hardly learn to ride from reading 
the fiction of Enid Blyton or C.S. Lewis, there 
was enough about horses to keep me dreaming 
and wishing for more.

My parents were not sufficiently informed 
about equestrian sports to offer more than 
the usual parental pride and encouragement. 
But they were indulgent enough to allow their 
eldest son to follow his friends headlong into 
this new obsession, and managed to stop their 
anxiety from putting a stop to all the wahala.

One day, while riding around the field, a 
polo stick was thrust into my hands. Thus my 
passion for polo was ignited, changing my 
relationship with horses forever.

School and reluctant parents meant I made 

little progress in pursuing my new love before 
the time came to depart for school abroad. 
But the fire had been stoked and nothing 
could keep it from burning hard and long. I 
was probably about nine when I had my first 
encounter with polo, but it wasn’t until I was 
26 that I was able to own more than one horse, 
along with the saddles, sticks and boots that 
qualified me to call myself a polo player. 

uphill struggle
During the years in between I dreamed and 
watched the game, becoming a frequent 
visitor and then member of Guards Polo 
Club courtesy of the wonderful player and 
gentleman Ahmadu Yakubu while I was 
studying in the UK. However, I could not 
afford to play and therefore had no formal 
instruction on the finer points of riding or 
indeed playing polo. 

On my return to Nigeria, I learnt a lot from 
books and from peers, but received little in 
the way of useful instruction beyond the 
occasional tip from a fellow player. This was 
the great shortcoming in Nigerian polo, and 

Catching them young
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one that largely remains today. You simply 
learned to ride, bought your gear, found some 
horses and gradually taught yourself to play the 
game – picking up the rules along the way.

Sadly the privilege of proper training 
has been extended to very few. Some of 
those with considerable natural talent have 
taught themselves enough to be exceptional 
players, and some have achieved notably high 
handicaps. But when faced with players who 
have had the advantage of schooling in both 
riding skills and the game from an early age…
the difference is absolutely clear.

Thus it is that in Nigeria we have struggled 
throughout the past decades and still struggle 
to produce a crop of players who can sustain 
handicaps of five and above for any length of 
time. Although good horses play a significant 
role, you cannot provide a fabulous horse and 
hope it will make a fabulous player. 

hopes of a nation
When a parent looks at his son or daughter and 
tries to decide what to make of their passion 
for animals, I say introduce them to one of the 
most elegant of God’s creations, and one the 
happiest in its relationship with man: the horse. 
Polo not only burns calories, but tests strength, 

NurturiNg NigeriaN taleNt

Adayemo and Olayinka Alakija
With a grandfather who kept race horses and a polo-playing father, twin brothers ‘Yemo’ and 
‘Yinka’ naturally started riding very early. They benefitted from the instruction of high-handicapped 
player Dapo Ojora, and played in their first tournament aged 13 in 1992. Yemo and Yinka currently 
hold handicaps of +1 and -1 respectively, while father Alaba is a 0-goal player.

Adebayo Kareem
Adebayo started riding when he was just two years old, and developed his polo skills at 
boarding school in Ascot, UK. Aged eight, he became the youngest member of the school’s 
A-team, helping them to win the SUPA Cup. Now nine, he says he hopes to become a better 
player than his father, Mr Kola Kareem, and reach a handicap of at least 8 goals.

Tobi Edun
Voted the Most Valuable Player at this year’s President’s Cup, Tobi Edun grew up around 
horses, and was further inspired by his father, Mr Wale Edun, who taught him all about the 
sport and took him on trips to Argentina. Both have a 1-goal handicap, and play alongside one 
another in the Lagos Goodfellows team. 

Bashir Dantata (Jr)
Bashir started riding at the age of two, and developed an instant love of horses. This was 
nurtured by his father, Saayu, who taught him to be a disciplined rider and good team player.  
Bashir says he has been spurred on by competition with his dad, who he can now outplay – 
though he concedes his father was better when in his prime. 

Mohammed ‘Baba’ Dangote
‘Baba’ was taken to watch polo games as a child, with father Sani Dangote. He immediately 
decided polo was the sport for him, and at a tournament in 1991 he took the opportunity of a 
groom’s turned back to take his first gallop – while everyone else chased after. He says his father is 
still the better player, benefitting from years of experience.

opposite Accra 2009 one of the youngest and keenest

clockwise from top left More Parental Advice Kola 
Karim and Son;  Young Nigerians including my son 
from right playing schoolboy polo in the UK; Yinka 
Akinkugbe

overleaf 2009 Accra Polo Tournament
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skill, keenness of eye, and develops an ability to 
communicate with the animal.

The key to enjoying the sport to the full, and 
achieving fulfillment and success, is the same 
as for any other sport: training and practice. 

There really is no substitute. Indeed, 
if there is to be a crop of African players 
capable of challenging the most skilled in 
the world, we need to start making available 
as many opportunities for training as we 
possibly can.

While all the associations and clubs in 
our part of the world continue to play lip 
service to the real future of the game, one 
individual has taken up the challenge and 
made it his business to seek out every one of 
those children around him who showed the 
slightest interest in polo. In Kaduna, Lagos 
and Accra – indeed wherever he has his 
horses and some time – Ahmed Dasuki has 
encouraged parents to allow their children to 
take an interest in the game. He has helped 
them find the right equipment to make riding 
fun and safe. He has ensured that his young 
friends realise the importance of remaining 
focused on achieving good academic scores, to 
ensure parental cooperation on the polo field. 
Most importantly, he has been able to find a 
committed teacher willing to travel to Nigeria 
and Ghana to pass on his skills to all aspiring 

players, aged from five to 55.
If only my parents’ efforts could have been 

complemented in this way so many years 
ago, perhaps my awkwardly achieved two 
goals would have been at least three goals 
more. Certainly, I would have derived a great 
deal more pleasure from the game, and less 
frustration at myself for not being able to do 
better over the years.

If I choose to make special mention of the 
efforts of Ahmed Dasuki to ensure that the 
rudiments of the game are properly taught 
to the crowds of wide eyed children that 
surround him, it is simply because he is so 
emphatic about the importance of creating 
these opportunities. He has a clear vision for 
a complete new generation of African polo 
players. He accepts that it is too late to teach 
our generation of old dogs new tricks, and 
has focused his efforts on those who learn 
quickly and have a burning desire to improve 
their skills.

It is time all polo clubs took up the challenge 
and made real efforts to institutionalise the 
training of young players. This the only way we 
can hope to produce a local 10-goaler. I hope 
that telling my own story, and imagining how 
it could have been different, will inspire others 
to help bring about this change.

Catch them young!  ●

Professional Hurlingham 
Polo Society (HPA) coach 
Phil Meadows runs Cool 
Hooves Polo, a polo school 
based at the Royal County 
of Berkshire Polo Club, UK. 
He talks about the range of 
skills children gain from 
contact with the sport.

Sports that are a challenge have 
always been my thing. During the 
late 70s, the 80s and the early 90s, 
I was an instructor in windsurfing, 
waterskiing, snowboarding and 

mountain biking. Then along came polo, I fell 
in love again and Cool Hooves Polo was born.

Having seen my two daughters develop as 
polo players, I was inspired to start offering 
polo lessons for schools. At present we are 
giving lessons to children from four local 
schools and also several university groups.

Watching very young children rise to 
the challenge is a particularly rewarding 
experience. You can see their confidence grow 
as they realise they are capable of controlling 
a thoroughbred-size horse, while learning to 
play a very complex and competitive sport and 
working as part of a team. Of course these are 
all useful tools for future life. 

Polo is all about the horses, and children 
soon become aware of the importance of 
caring for something other than themselves. 
The horse is a willing servant, but requires 
an almost full-time commitment to care and 
training. The pleasure of playing an hour’s polo 
is only possible after many hours of hard work. 

My own children are regularly seen in 
the early hours of the morning cleaning out 
stables, filling water buckets, cleaning tack and 
exercising the horses. They haven’t just learned 
to play polo – they’ve also gained knowledge 
about basic veterinary care, land management, 
fence repair and handling machinery. 
Organisational skills are also developed, and 
the strong bonds individuals share with their 
teammates foster a self-confidence that will 
help them succeed in their future careers. ●

Child’s play

Although good 
horses play a 
significant role, 
you cannot 
provide a 
fabulous horse 
and hope it 
will make a 
fabulous player.
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the game

POLO 
EXPLAINED

Chris Bethell, Polo Manager at Cowdray Park Polo Club, explains  
the origins of polo and how it is played today

how it all started
It seems that the first recorded 
game took place as long ago as 
600 BC between the Turkomans 
and Persians (the Turkomans 
won). Remains of an ancient polo 
ground can be seen in Isphahan 
and there is evidence that a form 
of the game was played at the 
court of King Darius around 500 
BC.  Early variants still exist in 
the Indian sub continent – for 
example in Afghanistan and 
Northern Pakistan you can find 
the game of buzkhasi being 
played, where one mounted 
team wrestles with another for 
possession of a (dead) black calf! 

Polo spread as far as China and 
the Mongol regions but did not 
enter the Western sporting world 
until it was brought to Europe by 
the British Army in the second 
half of the nineteenth century. In 
the 1850s British tea planters had 
discovered the game in Manipur, 
on the Burmese border with 
India, and the sport was quickly 
taken up by the army. 

rapid growth
The world’s first official polo club, 
the Silchar Polo Club, was formed 
in India in 1859. The oldest 
surviving club in the world today 
is also in India – the Calcutta 
Club, founded in 1862. The first 
European club was established 
by the British Army in Malta in 
1866, and the first polo match 
in England was played in 1869 
between the 10th Hussars and 
the 9th Lancers. Soon after the 
famous Hurlingham club was 
formed. Cambridge and Oxford 

RULES AND REGULATIONS

Changing Ends
Ends are changed after each goal scored, or at half time if there is 
no score by then.

Right of Way 
During play there is an imaginary ‘line of ball’, which is generally the 
direction in which the ball is travelling at any one moment. When 
a player has established the right of way along that line, it may not 
be crossed by an opposing player if there is the slightest risk of 
collision.

Crossing 
Any player who crosses the player in the right of way close enough 
to be dangerous or cause a player to slow up, commits a foul.

Riding off 
Players can ride alongside another horse to move an opposing 
player out of the line of the ball. This must not be done by charging 
in at a dangerous angle, or by crossing the player in possession of 
the ball.

Hooking sticks 
A player may hook an opponent’s stick provided he is on the 
same side of the opponent as the ball, or directly behind him, and 
provided the stick is below the level of the opponents shoulder. 
Players must not attempt to hook an opponent in front of the pony’s 
legs. 

Player handicaps
Each player is given a handicap level depending on ability. The 
lowest is -2, with 10 being the highest possible. A team’s rating is 
calculated by adding together the four players’ handicaps.  

The team
Polo must be played right-handed. Positions No 1 and No 2 are 
the forwards, No 3 the pivot position (usually the best player in the 
team) and No 4, or Back, is the goal defender.

Umpires
There are two mounted umpires and a third man or referee in the 
stands acts as an arbitrator if the umpires disagree. The goal judges 
behind each goal wave a flag when a goal is scored. The time 
keeper and scorer keep track of the timings of the match and sound 
the bell or hooter at the end of each chukker.

Penalties
Different types of penalties are awarded depending of the nature of 
the foul. These include a free shot at an undefended goal from 30, 
40 or 60 yards away, or a free hit from the centre of the ground or 
the spot where the foul occurred. 

Chris Bethell, Polo Manager at 
Cowdray Park Polo Club
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ChRIS BEThELL
Chris started playing polo at an early age, following in the footsteps 
of his father and grandfather. In the early 80s he turned professional, 
playing at all levels. Along the way he worked and played with some 
of the greats in world polo, including Hector Barrantes, Gonzalo 
Pieres, Carlos Gracida and Adolfo Cambiaso, to name but a few. 
The next natural progression was to move into management and 
professional umpiring, and for the last ten years he has been the polo 
manager at Cowdray Park Polo Club, UK.

Universities created clubs and 
private clubs began to spring up as 
interest in the sport grew.

The first recorded polo games 
in Nigeria were in Lagos in 1904, 
but the game was more firmly 
established in 1918, when it 
was played in Northern Nigeria 
by the British Army. Two years 
after this the Nigerian Polo 
Association was established 
under the leadership of the Emir 
of Katsina, Muhammadu Dikko.

Polo is now played in 77 
countries around the world.

getting started
The maximum permitted pitch 
is 300 yards long and 160 yards 
wide, the approximate area of 
nine American football fields. The 
playing field is carefully maintained 
with closely mowed turf providing 
a safe, fast playing surface. Goal 
posts are set eight yards apart, 
centred at each end of the field. 

The match is divided into 
chukkers (or chukkas), each 
lasting seven minutes, with an 
interval of three minutes in 
between.  At half time the interval 
is extended to five minutes. 

The bell is rung at the end of 
each chukker. Play continues after 
the bell either until the ball goes out 
of play, the umpire stops play for a 
foul or the bell is rung for a second 
time 30 seconds after the first bell. 
In the final chukker play stops with 
the first stroke of the bell.  

During half-time, spectators 
are invited to go onto the field to 
participate in a tradition called ‘divot 
stamping’. This helps to replace 
the mounds of earth (divots) that 
are torn up by the horses’ hooves, 
and also allows spectators to walk 
around and socialise. ●

... you can find 
the game of 

buzkhasi being 
played, where 
one mounted 
team wrestles 

with another for 
possession of a 

(dead) black calf!
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hen you’re as 
famous as Brad 
Pitt and Angelina 
Jolie, where can you 
relax away from 

prying eyes? The answer lies at 
Shamwari, a luxury wildlife resort 
in the Eastern Cape. Here, amid 
25,000 hectares of bush, even 
Hollywood royalty can enjoy a 
carefree vacation, surrounded by 
the tranquility and beauty of the 
African savannah.

Guests at the resort stay in one 
of seven luxury lodges, all five-star 
rated and combining privacy 
with world-class facilities. Each 
lodge comes with a personal game 
ranger to lead observation safaris 
and provide information about 
the resort’s wildlife. In between 
safaris, visitors can enjoy the spa 
and swimming pool, indulge in 
delicious cuisine and visit the two 
Born Free big cat sanctuaries and 
education centres.

Shamwari is certainly a 
luxurious destination by any 
measure. But perhaps the biggest 
luxury it offers is the ability 
to relax knowing that here 
tourism operates in harmony 
with conservation, helping to 
support work that is restoring the 
land to its rightful owners – the 
indigenous wildlife.

The South African 
wildlife resort 
where celebrities 
and royalty  
choose to stay

SHAMWARI  
GAME RESERVE
– ultimate luxury in the wild

W
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Thinking big
Shamwari is the creation of 
Adrian Gardiner, a successful 
businessman who in 1990 fulfilled 
his dream of purchasing a small 
farm as a weekend escape for his 
family. As neighbouring plots of 
land came up for sale, he soon 
expanded his 1,200 hectares to 
7,000.

In the course of his reading, 
Gardiner realised that the area 
he now owned had once been 
one of Africa’s most richly 
populated areas in terms of 
wildlife. Since the 19th century, 
almost all the indigenous plants 
and animals had been wiped 
out by agriculture, hunting 
and drought. Gardiner decided 
to take on the colossal task of 
bringing them back, including 
the legendary ‘big five’ of game 
animals – the lion, African 
elephant, cape buffalo, leopard 
and rhinoceros.

So the Shamwari Game 
Reserve was born, with a 
vision of combining tourism 

and conservation. Leading 
conservationists Dr Ian Player 
and John Aspinall were closely 
involved in the development, 
and an extensive programme of 
scientific research was launched 
to ensure the sustainability of the 
venture. Restoration work was 
carried out on the 1916 manor 
house and two settlers’ cottages 
dating from around 1820, and 
the resort’s first guests arrived in 
October 1992.

By 2000, Shamwari was ready 
to support large predators, 
and a careful re-introduction 
scheme was launched. Today the 
game reserve covers more than 
25,000 hectares and is home to 
more than 5,000 head of game 
and 325 employees. An area of 
3,500 hectares is set aside for 
breeding rare animals such as 
the Cape Mountain Zebra and 
Disease Free Buffalo. Shamwari 
has also been recognised for 
its dedication to reducing 
water and electricity usage and 
responsible waste management, 

above An unexpected guest

below Working in partnership with the 
Born Free Foundation



and has been awarded Green 
Leaf Environmental accreditation 
from the South African 
Wilderness Foundation.

For many visitors the highlight 
of their stay is the sunset safari, 
when they can sit quietly in the 
bush with traditional sundowners 
– perhaps a celebratory glass 
of house champagne – while 
watching the animals settle for the 
night. The ability to get up close 
and personal with some of the 
most exciting and rare animals in 
Africa, such as the rhino, makes 
Shamwari one of the world’s most 
sought-after destinations.  

happy endings
At the centre of Shamwari’s 
work is its partnership with 
the Born Free Foundation, an 
international charity that works 
to protect threatened animals 
from extinction and rescues 
animals being kept in inhumane 
conditions. A sanctuary was set up 
on the resort in 1996, providing 
five large bush enclosures for big 

cats rescued by Born Free. Many 
of these animals have never seen 
the bush before, so the releases 
are dramatic as the animals return 
to their natural environment and 
experience their birthright. 

A year later a Born Free 
education facility, the Julie Ward 
Centre, was built, and in 2006 
the Jean Byrd Centre opened 
with additional enclosures and 
educational resources.  More than 
700 children visit the education 
centres each month, to learn about 
environmental issues including 
the protection of wildlife and the 
promotion of humane treatment 
of animals. The enclosures are 
large enough for the rescued 
lions and leopards to live natural, 
unrestricted lives, while also being 
protected from other predators. 
Each enclosure has just one 
observation point – so the animals 
(much like Shamwari’s celebrity 
guests) can enjoy privacy when 
they choose. ●
www.shamwari.com
www.bornfree.org.uk

above top The Bayethe Lodge tent

above left Up close and personal with 
a majestic animal

above right  Bushman’s River Lodge

below left Lobengula Lodge

below right  Longlee Manor

travel
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The home of Poloafrica is Uitgedacht 
Farm, a working farm and polo school 
in the foothills of the spectacular Maluti 
Mountains - one of the most beautiful parts 
of South Africa. Founder Catherine Cairns 

bought the farm in 2002 and has transformed it into a 
rural haven, a rustic but luxurious retreat for anyone 
interested in polo or horses. With more than 50 playing 
ponies and a small breeding herd, the farm provides 
polo coaching and riding-oriented vacations, mostly for 
overseas guests.  

The Poloafrica development programme is an integral 
part of the farm. This has been running for some years 
now and for the last two years has been endorsed 
and supported by the South African Polo Association 
(SAPA). The programme has three objectives. The 
first is to provide opportunities for underprivileged 
adults with talent to do well in the sport and flourish 
as professionals, whether in pony care, farrier work, 
schooling ponies or coaching other players. Currently 
Poloafrica sponsors five adults at Uitgedacht to play polo, 
and two who are learning to play. Last year three players, 

A sport allfor
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Catherine Cairns is the founder and owner of one of the most beautiful 
polo resorts in South Africa, Poloafrica, based on Uitgedacht Farm 
in the Free State.  Catherine is the sponsor of the only black South 
African team in the country and her development programme also 
enriches the lives of children from the local community, who are given 
the chance to learn polo and horsemanship.

Tshidiso Meshake (2 goal), Zompie Tsotetsi (1 goal) and 
Naledi Nkopane (0 goal) attended and passed the SAPA-
endorsed ‘Coach the Coaches’ clinic led by top HPA 
coach David Morley.

SkillS for life
The second goal of the programme is to use polo and 
ponies to encourage children from underprivileged 
backgrounds to work hard both academically and 
vocationally. Poloafrica provides practical and financial 
support for school attendance and gives children a 

chance to learn about horsemanship and polo. Those 
accepted onto the programme receive coaching on the 
condition that they try hard at school and continue to 
demonstrate enthusiasm for the ponies and the sport. 
The aim is not to create future polo players (although 
this may happen), but to foster academic and vocational 
dedication and a sense of self-discipline and purpose 
which will benefit participants in years to come. 

There are currently 12 children in the programme, 
six girls and six boys. During a typical day they help to 
check, exercise, groom and feed the ponies, do some 

all
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mucking out and cleaning, and participate in riding 
lessons and polo chukkas. In July this year the children’s 
programme earned the accolade of being named one of 
89 Laureus Sport for Good Foundation projects in 32 
countries across the world. As a result, Laureus is now 
funding additional training, including academic skills 
and practical skills for life in a farming community. This 
October the children have started learning carpentry, 
with much enthusiasm from both boys and girls. One of 
the social barriers the programme hopes to help break 
down is the gender divide, so it has been rewarding 
to see girls eager to take on skills traditionally only 
learned by men. Similarly, some of the boys have enjoyed 
learning how to make coconut ice and fudge - not 
essential life skills, perhaps, but certainly good fun.  

Changing perCeptionS
Poloafrica’s final objective is to make polo in South 
Africa more accessible to non-white players. Our 
mission is to change both the perception and reality of 
the sport in this country, in order to allow it to flourish 
and grow. Polo in South Africa has not moved with 
the times as most other sports have. There are hardly 
any black South African players and none that are able 
to fund themselves. It is important for South Africans 
to see black players compete and win, to challenge the 
unspoken assumption that the sport is only a white sport. 
We hope that in five years time wealthy black South 
Africans will have embraced polo with enthusiasm, and 
that there will be well-respected black professionals 
operating on a par with their white peers. We believe that 
Poloafrica can be a catalyst to make this happen.  

Poloafrica’s programmes are subsidised by revenue 
from guests at Uitgedacht Farm - yet another reason 
to come and stay at this beautiful resort. As well as 
being a stunning place to hone your polo skills at any 
time of year, there are also regular courses led by top 
international coaches, such as Gavin Chaplin, who is 
visiting in November. 
More information is available on the website,  
www.poloafrica.com, or by contacting Catherine Cairns on 
+27 84 290 0000. We hope to see you soon. ●

 It is important for South 
Africans to see black 
players compete and win

previous page View of 
Uitgedacht polo field 
practice over pony lines

right Tshediso and Zompie 
playing together

below Catherine and Teams 

bottom Zompie and the 
children returning from 
lesson in the arena
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No matter how skillful the four 
players on a team may be 
individually, the success and 
value of that team depends on 
their ability to work together and 

employ carefully planned and practised tactics.
One of the most important skills is accurate 

passing. If a player is renowned for long drives, 
he must inspire confidence in his teammates 
by refining his ability to ensure he finds them 
in space, so they can make good use of his 
long open plays. This applies in particular to 
backhanders. There is nothing worse than a 
player who regularly feeds the opposing team 
with inaccurate backhand passes. 

Players can develop this kind of accurate 
passing during practice sessions. It is also 
essential that they learn to meet balls at a fast 
pace, both when receiving passes and when 
intercepting plays made by the opposing team.

The fastest path through a polo field is straight 
through the middle, and players should take 
this route as much as possible. The exception is 
when the play-makers employ a tactic of pulling 
opposing players out of position. 

know your place
Every player must know what is required of his 
position and what the role of his opposing player 
is in order to counter him. Players must be in the 
correct position at all times and return to this 
quickly if they find themselves drawn out.

Players in positions 1 and 2 must always stay 
up for passes, with position 1 running straight 
at the defence – rather like a centre forward in 
soccer. In particular, No 1 should keep an eye 
out for his opposing marker, No 4 on the other 
side, and try to shake him off. No 1 should 
try to get ahead of No 4, with No 2 in tow to 

mop up while still assisting No 3 in midfield 
duties. Remember that a good attack is the 
best defence. 

The No 3 player must always remember to 
place passes where his teammates can optimise 
their use. He must never hit into a congested 
field. If his No 4 drives in carrying the ball, No 
3 must be ready to overlap and cover him. The 
same goes for all the positions playing close 
to each other. No part of the polo field should 
ever be left uncovered. 

The No 4 must always angle his backhanders, 
except where he is passing the ball to an 
unattended teammate. Hitting a straight 
backhander is generally dangerous, as it can 
strike an opposing player’s pony and easily turn 
defence into attack. This kind of hit should 
therefore be limited to set plays and pre-
planned passes. 

Cut shots, angled backhanders and tail 
shots are the most favoured and provide more 
structure. Tail backhanders place the ball in the 
most favourable position for the forwards to 
pick up. Very often all that is required of them 
is a half circle to the left, keeping the ball on 
their preferred offside.

The hitter must always be in the habit of 
looking back before playing backhanders, and 
place them at an angle accurately. Peripheral 
vision is crucial for all players at all times. This 
ensures that you locate your own players. Even 
during a break away a player must look back to 
get an idea of how much time and distance he 
has to play comfortably.

practise makes perfect
One tactic that has always worked for me is 
to set my players ‘in space’ and no more that 
60 yards apart during hit-ins. As the hitter 

Teamwork, fast play and 
accurate backhanders: 

Dapo Ojora reveals his top 
tips for achieving victory 

on the polo field

gameRaise your
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tactics

gets set to play the ball from a spot, penalty or 
knock-in, his teammates should look to lose 
their markers and keep their offside free and 
available to receive passes from the hitter. Most 
shots are played on the offside and these find 
greater accuracy. The idea of not exceeding 60 
yards is that the greater the distance the hitter 
is expected to pass the ball, the harder it is for 
him to do so with precision.

Only seasoned ponies should be played in 
matches. Playing on half-trained ponies is 
futile and will reduce your chances of winning. 
Ask any polo player and you will be told that 
the best pony is the one that gets you to the ball 
quickly, stops fast, turns on a sixpence, and is 

I have seen teams defeat higher handicap 
teams using these basic tactics

not afraid of riding off, bumping or meeting 
other horses face to face. Ponies should also 
be fit, well muscled and well winded. Steady 
ponies after short sprints and gallops, and 
ensure the pony is steady and sure before 
playing a backhander.

In summary, play long straight passes, 
place strong backhanders to teammates, meet 
the ball at a fast pace, turn the ball when 
necessary (although this is frowned upon, 
there are instances where it is deemed to be 
an appropriate play), and aim to score goals at 
close range from backhanders. I have seen teams 
defeat higher handicap teams using these basic 
tactics, and they have worked for me. ●

top left Rules are in place to protect pony and 
player. In this photo it is likely that dangerous 
riding caused this fall

top Sayyu Dantata and Bashir Dantata about to 
take a shot



Book an experience today.
Tel: +234 808 476 2172 | Email: info@fifthchukker.com | Website: www.fifthchukker.com

KM 2, Kaduna to Jos Road | After Maraban-Jos

Pure indulgence awaits at the finest resort in Kaduna
Kangimi Resort is fast becoming one of the most sought after tourism development in Northern Nigeria. Set in 3,000 hectares of diverse and pristine 

ecosystem on the outskirts of Kaduna metropolis, Kangimi Resort is in development and when open will boast of a signature golf course, horseracing, a 
residential village, an entertainment park, fabulous hotels and a spa with the highest standards of service. 

An aquatic centre for water sports and entertainment will also be one of the major draws of the development. Other family attractions include hiking, 
balloon flights, quad biking and horse riding.



ReveRso
A legend in Polo 

celebrates its  
80th anniversary with  

a unique piece featuring 
Fagliano straps

In 1931, a watch was developed for Polo players with a dial 
that could flip, protecting it from shocks while offering a 

personalised engraved case-back. Eighty years later, the Reverso 
has progressed from watch making icon to cult status. Today, 

wearing a Reverso from the current collection is an entry to an 
exclusive world – not only in terms of watch making history  

but also aesthetic refinement.

 In 2011, celebrating the 80th anniversary of the Reverso watch, 
Jaeger-LeCoultre created two Grande Reverso Ultra Thin 
Tribute to 1931 in steel and pink gold, featuring a black or 
white dial with dagger-shaped hands and baton-type hour-

markers directly inspired by the original Reverso.  
Exclusively sold at the Bond Street, London Boutique and 

in the US, the watches hold true to the spirit of 1931 in 
contemporary dimensions. 

To commemorate the brands significance in Polo and stay true 
to the essence of the Reverso, Jaeger-LeCoultre has joined 

forces with Eduardo Fagliano, one of the worlds best polo boot 
makers. Each strap is hand made of cordovan leather at the 

Fagliano manufacturing plant in Argentina. They are the perfect 
example Fagliano’s unparalleled talent.
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MIA Hotel Is 
CHAngIng

MIA Hotel in Nigeria in partnership with Three Cities Group is redeveloping its hotel.  
This is Three Cities Group’s first venture into West Africa.

The new MIA Hotel “City Resort” located in the CBD will be redeveloped into a 60-bedroom establishment  
consisting of two and three-bedroom cluster bungalows set in a park-like environment.

The MIA Hotel will also have two restaurants, a spa, gym and large outdoor pool as well as a conference venue that will be able to 
accommodate up to 60 delegates. The hotel’s facilities will cater for weddings and other outdoor functions around the pool area. 

Development of The MIA is envisaged to take 18 months.

Central Reservations: tel: +27 (31) 310 6900 | email: ceres@threecities.co.za | Website: www.threecities.co.za



We have a passion for servicing the downstream oil sector 
companies operating in the West Africa sub-region  

and around the world.
  

We are proud to be associated with Fifth Chukker  
Polo and Country Club. 

TriQuest Energy Limited, 6 Kunene Close, Off  Bobo Street, Maitama, Abuja. 

Tel: +234 9 7822163  

www.triquestenergyltd.com
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She became President of FADAN 
(Fashion Designers Association 
of Nigeria) and now runs her 
family oil exploration and 
production business FAMFA as 

Executive Vice Chairman in conjunction 
with her husband who is Chairman. She 
has been married for 35 years.  She is a 
philanthropist who focuses on widows 
and orphans through her charity the 
Rose of Sharon Foundation.

 “My husband and I are members of the 
Lagos Polo Club and we really enjoy watching 
the tournaments.  I love horses and I used 
to ride as a young girl in school in the UK 
and also as a young mother.  One of my son’s 
Rotimi is interested in polo, so I hope to see 
him playing very soon.  I’m also looking 
forward to a time when my granddaughter 
Femi learns to ride and we will buy her a pony. 

I love the excitement and the competition in 
polo.  So much skill is required and I admire the 
players enormously.  Of course it helps that many 
of them are at the top of their game in business, 
and it’s this competitive spirit I relate to.  

Throughout my life I have always loved 
a challenge and I look continually for new 
areas that should be conquered – I’m always 
climbing the next mountain.  I keep asking 

Fashion 
FIRST

God what’s next, and as he opens those doors I 
want to enter them and get started!

I have just written two books The University 
of Marriage and my autobiography Growing 
with the Hand that gives the Rose. As a result 
of my books I am getting a lot of speaking 
engagements.  I love the way God is using me 
to mend marriages and to throw more light 
on how marriages should be conducted. I 
want to see a big difference in the numbers 
of unions that succeed as a result of God’s 
principles. Marriages are supposed to be 
conducted in peace and harmony and should 
not be a University where you go and suffer.   
I would like to be a tool of change, and I 
would like it to be noted to have answered the 
call to speak to marriages.

I admire the way the Fifth Chukker is 
affiliated with charities like UNICEF and Work 
to Ride.  It is so important to give back, as I 
try to do in my own way through the Rose of 
Sharon Foundation which supports widows 
and orphans.

We have touched the lives of 2,000 widows 
to date.  At the moment we support 559 
widows, 800 widows’ children and 66 orphans 
by giving them the tools to rebuild their lives.  
My vision for the Foundation is to partner 
with State governments to build schools for 

above Mrs Alakija

below Mrs Alakija and her grand daughter Femi

Folorunso Alakija was 
educated in Wales and 
Nigeria and began her 
career in finance. After 
12 years she discovered 
her true calling and 
created Supreme 
Stitches, designing 
a fusion of Nigerian 
and western styles for 
her many diverse and 
important clients.

orphans in every state. We also plan to build 
the Foundation headquarters to have proper 
offices and training rooms, as well as regular 
Empowerment Seminars for widows. I’d like to 
challenge other successful Nigerians to partner 
with us and to contribute to changing the lives 
of widows and orphans in Nigeria.” ●



Asprey
The 
ultimate  
collection from 1. Grosvenor Clutch in espresso matt finish 

crocodile with Asprey’s signature purple leather 
lining. £8,750

2. Daisy Heritage Ring with brilliant cut 
yellow diamonds (tot 2.67cts) and marquise 
cut diamonds (tot 3.35cts), set in platinum. 
£115,000

3. Calla lily necklace set in white gold and set 
with 22.23cts diamonds. £51,000

4. Sapphire & Diamond Dress Studs with 
sapphires and diamonds, set in 18ct white 
gold. £9,250

5. Regent Clutch in turquoise millennium 
finish crocodile with a sterling silver Asprey 
coat of arms and an Asprey hallmarked bar at 
the closure. £3,750

1

2

3

4

167 New Bond Street, London w1s 4ay  | www.asprey.com | 020 7493 6767

5
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Collins’ creations fuse the debonair with the cutting edge, taking a fun and funky approach to classic 
tailoring. His latest ‘avant-garde sartorial’ collection features retro wide-lapel jackets and drainpipe 
trousers reminiscent of 1950s rock and roll, with luxurious fabrics and playful accessories. 

The Nigerian-born designer lived in Amsterdam and New York, before settling in London, where his 
flagship showroom is located. He has plans to establish a permanent home in Nigeria, where he recently 

returned to showcase his latest designs in Lagos and Abuja as part of the ‘Emmy Collins Style Weekend’.
Collins’ style icons include Jimmy Hendrix, Al Green, Lenny Kravitz and legendary Afro-beat musician Fela 

Anikulapo Kuti. Style, he says, should be ‘something you don’t take too serious, something you have fun with, keep 
original and something you don’t do because your peers are doing.’ Simply ‘ooze out positive vibes’ and style it out. ●
www.emmycollins.com

A fashion designer who says he hates trends, Emmy Collins evades 
labels. He’s described his style as ‘elegant with a twist’ and ‘yesterday, 
today and tomorrow all rolled in one’, and his eclectic take on fashion 
is attracting interest from around the world.

Fashion’s playboy

Emmy Collins proves it is 
possible to be look genteel 
and playful at the same time
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breast cancer awareness

Breast cancer is the most common cause of 
cancer deaths in women, both in Nigeria 
and worldwide. It affects women of all 
ages, nationalities and backgrounds. The 
latest global estimates suggest that one in 

eight women will develop breast cancer at some point 
in their lives. Every year more than a million new cases 
are diagnosed, and more than 400,000 die. Despite 
progress in knowledge and treatment of the disease, these 
numbers are still rising.

The chances of recovery from breast cancer are 
dramatically increased if treatment is received in the 
earliest stages. This can be achieved by women carrying 
out regular self-examinations, and seeking medical 
advice as soon as they notice any change.

In Nigeria, more than 80% of breast cancer patients seek 
treatment too late for it to be effective, largely due to a lack 
of knowledge or unwillingness to seek medical care. As a 
result, the five-year survival rate of women diagnosed with 
breast cancer in Nigeria is just 10%, compared with 70% in 
Western Europe and North America. 

Speaking out
The battle to increase awareness and improve treatment 
has been led by several strong Nigerian women who 
have made the decision to speak out about their own 
experiences. In 1993, Princess Nikki Onyeri was 
diagnosed with breast cancer. The Nigerian doctor was 
unable to perform a mammography or biopsy, but told 
her she would die within six months unless she had a 
breast removed. Onyeri travelled to the UK for a second 
diagnosis, which showed that the lump was in fact benign.

Shocked at the lack of information and resources in 
her own country, Onyeri started the Princess Nikky 
Breast Cancer Foundation in Abuja in 1995 to promote 
awareness of the disease and help more women access 
effective treatment and support. 

Breast cancer survivor Betty Anyanwu-Akeredolu, 
similarly motivated by personal experience, founded 
the Breast Cancer Association of Nigeria (BRECAN) in 

1997. BRECAN aims to put breast cancer on the national 
agenda and break down stigmas and taboos that deter 
people from talking about it or seeking help.

taking action
Every year BRECAN organises Jog for Life, this year 
held in Ibadan on 15 October and Lagos on 29 October. 
The events bring people together to raise awareness 
and money, with funds raised going to projects such as 
accomodation for breast cancer out-patients and support 
clinics for patients and their families.

Fifth Chukker and Healthy Images Consulting are also 
currently collaborating on a nationwide action plan to 
improve screening for breast cancer. This is based on the 
provision of educational outreaches and self-help packs, 
as well as ensuring that ultrasound and mammography 
technology is available for professional diagnosis. The 
‘Be Breast Aware’ pack includes a multilingual DVD 
about breast cancer and self-examination, a leaflet with 
a calendar to keep track of examinations, and a Breast 
Sense self-examination glove which is designed to make 
it easier to detect changes. ●

As part of Breast Cancer Awareness Month, Fifth Chukker is proud to 
host the Pink Polo Ball. Find out what else is happening, and why it’s 
so important to take action on the disease.

The battle against 
breasT cancer

How to cHeck your breasts

step 1 Look in the mirror with shoulders straight and 
arms on hips. Check for any changes to the shape or 
appearance of breasts, including swelling or redness.

step 2 Repeat step one with your arms raised above 
your head.

step 3 Check for any signs of fluid coming from 
nipples.

step 4 Lie down. Use your left hand to feel your 
right breast, and right hand to feel your left breast. 
Apply firm pressure using the pads of your first two 
fingers. Move in small circles across the whole breast 
area, including armpits, collarbone and the top of 
your ribcage.

step 5 Repeat step four while standing or sitting.

The chances 
of recovery 
from breast 
cancer are 
dramatically 
increased if 
treatment is 
received in 
the earliest 
stages.

Supporting Breast Cancer Awareness



Celebrating 10 years of  
Fifth Chukker Polo & Country Club

– the finest equestrian experience

3 professional polo fields | 300 stables
exercise track | tack rooms | lunging rings | dressage

show jumping | riding school | horse trekking | on site vet

km 2, kaduna to jos road, after maraban-jos, kaduna. nigeria
www.fifthchukker.com | info@fifthchukker.com | telephone: +2348084762172 

years 2001-2011

Celebrating10
Supporting Breast Cancer Awareness
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