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chairman’s foreword

A s I sit here and look out over the lawns at Fi!h Chukker, 
it occurs to me how lucky we are. It is one of the most 
beautiful places I know and all our visitors con#rm this. 
"ey return year a!er year and it is always a pleasure to 
welcome them back to their home from home.

I should like to extend a warm hello to Nwankwo Kanu, the 
international football star and tireless charity supporter who 
has kindly agreed to become Fi!h Chukker’s 2013/2014 Charity 
Ambassador for wide-ranging children’s charity projects in Nigeria.

I should also like to thank Yordanos Teshager for her keen support of 
all our projects during her year as our charity ambassador. Her unfailing 
commitment to helping others was apparent to us all and we are indeed 
fortunate to have had her on board. I do hope she will continue to visit 
us, as we consider her one of our own.

"e Access Bank Fi!h Chukker partnership has gone from strength 
to strength and many projects have bene#ted from our collaboration. A 
remodelled primary school funded by the Access Bank UNICEF Charity 
Shield tournament was commissioned in March and we are honoured 
that it has been renamed the Adamu Atta Primary School. We are very 
committed to all UNICEF’s projects in the Kaduna area and we are 
grateful to Access Bank for their unquali#ed support. 

I am delighted to recall that the #rst Access Bank Ham Polo Day 
last year was a resounding success. "is year the event will take place 
on 29th June and I am sure it will be as momentous an occasion. We 

BOARD MEMBERS 
ADAMU ATTA, BABANGIDA HASSAN, UMARU ALIYU, AYO OLASHOJU, KASHIM BUKAR SHETTIMA

are very fortunate that Adolfo Cambiaso has agreed to play for Fi!h 
Chukker again and I, for one, am looking forward to an excellent day of 
polo and entertainment.

"is year we have welcomed new sponsors such as Etisalat and MTN, 
who are entering our world. "e Etisalat African Patrons Cup is one 
of the most prestigious in Nigeria and we look forward to many years 
of collaboration. Cintron is another valued supporter and, as Fi!h 
Chukker becomes even more recognised on the international scene, we 
look forward to bringing on board new sponsors who will partner with 
us as we expand here at Kangimi.

We are moving forward with our plans to build on our sporting 
tradition by introducing more sports to Kangimi, along with conference 
facilities, corporate entertainment and events planning. Fi!h Chukker 
will remain at the core of our resort, but we look forward to creating an 
even more exciting environment here.

Enjoy all we have to o+er this May, and we look forward to seeing you 
at the Access Bank Ham Polo Day in June.

AHMED DASUKI
Chairman of the Board of Trustees



Editor in Chief FUNMI OLADEINDE!OGBUE
Deputy Editor OBEBE OJEIFO

Editorial Director SARAH CARTLEDGE
Features Writer JUDITH BAKER

Polo Writer ERNEST EKPEYONG
Design LESLEY MITCHELL

Sub Editor MARTIN RICKERD
Polo Research YUSUF SAAB

Publisher ANCORAPOINT Ltd

HABIBA BALOGUN

Habiba Balogun is an 
organisational change 
consultant and newspaper 
columnist. Her insights 
into Nigerian life are  
witty, observant and 
sometimes hard-hitting, 
but her love of Nigeria 
shines through all  
her writing.

SHEYI AFOLABI

Sheyi Afolabi is 
a professional 
photographer based in 
London, specialising in 
sports, motorsports and 
the automotive industry. 
He endeavours to cover 
events and commissions 
in a creative and artistic 
manner, using natural 
light and colour to their 
maximum effect. Sheyi 
combines his love of sport 
with the beautiful world  
of photography.

TONY RAMIREZ

Tony Ramirez is 
a renowned polo 
photographer whose 
work has appeared 
in major publications 
both in the UK and 
worldwide, including 

The Financial Times, 
Daily Mail, Hurlingham 
Magazine, Polo Times, 
The Polo Magazine, El 
Grafico, Polo Mundial, 
Polo Today, Pololifestyle 
and Centauros. Tony is 
qualified as an Associate 
of the British Institute of 
Professional Photography 
and covers polo in the 
UK, Spain, Switzerland, 
Italy, Argentina and 
Dubai, to name but a few, 
and works with organisers 
and teams. 

LUCY MASON

Lucy Mason is a freelance 
journalist and online 
writer and editor with 
more than 13 years’ 
experience. She has 
worked across a range  
of media for Sky and  
BBC London, and has had 
the privilege of writing  
for fantastic charities 
such as the RSPCA and 
the family support charity 
Home-Start.

AURORA EASTWOOD

Aurora Eastwood is a polo 
player (reaching a 1-goal 
handicap), producer of 
high-goal ponies and 
freelance journalist. Over 
20 years’ experience in 
the polo world give her 
a unique insight and 
depth of understanding 
that few other journalists 
possess. In addition, 
she has played all over 

the world – Brazil, 
Uruguay, Argentina, 
India, Thailand, Portugal, 
Belgium and of course 
the UK. 

ADAM TAYLOR

Adam Taylor is the 
Business Development 
Manager at Fifth 
Chukker, managing key 
client relations and new 
Business Partnerships.  
After completing an 
International Business 
Degree at Nottingham 
University he worked for 
Morgan Stanley (London) 
in Client Relations before 
seven years International 
Commodity Brokerage 
between London, 
Geneva, New York and 
Nigeria.  He moved 
into the sports world 
via his work with IMG 
Golf (EMEA) and is now 
concentrating his efforts 
in and around the game 
of polo in Nigeria.

SARAH WOODS

Sarah Woods is an award-
winning freelance travel 
writer, editor, guidebook 
author and broadcast 
consultant. She is the 
author of 9 travel books 
and editorial consultant 
to 7 travel documentaries. 
She is also a TV and radio 
commentator and Fellow 
of the Royal Geographical 
Society in London. 
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Fi!h Chukker Polo & Country Club is located in northern Nigeria,  
just thirty minutes from Kaduna by road, and is also accessible  

by air via the Kaduna national airport. "e Club is located on Km2,  
Kaduna to Jos Road, a!er Maraban-Jos.

Email: info@#!hchukker.com | Telephone: (+234) 808 476 2172

FUNMI OLADEINDE-OGBUE is co-founder and 
managing partner of Ancorapoint. Prior to founding 
Ancorapoint, Funmi worked in multinational 
organisations such as Abacan, Shell, British American 
Tobacco and Nexen Inc for more than 15 years. A 
graduate from the University of Manchester, Funmi is a 
polo enthusiast and loves to ride. 

OBEBE OJEIFO is co-founder of Ancorapoint and has a 
Master’s degree from the London School of Economics. 
She has played a major role in developing many award-
winning marketing strategies for Global 500 companies 
such as BP, HSBC, AXA, HP, Linde Prudential and 
SunStoragetek. Obebe began riding when she was 10 at 
the Ibadan Polo Club and has since maintained an avid 
passion for the game of polo.

SARAH CARTLEDGE is a well-known lifestyle and 
celebrity contributor, whose interviewees range from 
presidents and politicians to high-pro#le sportsmen and 
women. An Oxford graduate, she would like to say her 
own sporting achievements are similar but, having written 
about such amazing Fi!h Chukker polo players, she 
realises she still has a long way to go.

JUDITH BAKER is a travel writer and editor based in 
London. She has travelled extensively and is a contributor 
to the Sunday Telegraph and other newspapers and 
magazines. She is a former Editor of Caribbean World 
magazine and "e Caribbean Property Investor. Her 
work has taken her around the entire Caribbean region 
including the unusual Dutch islands of Aruba, Bonaire 
and Curaçao.

LESLEY MITCHELL is a London-based graphic designer 
specialising in book and magazine design. She has 
thoroughly enjoyed working on a publication dedicated 
to such an exhilarating sport and has been particularly 
impressed by all that the Nigerian polo community is 
doing to assist those less fortunate.

YUSUF SAAB is the super-e-cient representative  
of the Fi!h Chukker Polo and Country Club on the  
team. He is the Administrative Manager of Fi!h Chukker 
Resorts and provides the historical perspective and 
information about polo. Yusuf is a graduate of the  
University of Leeds. 

MARTIN RICKERD is a former diplomat who has lived 
in West Africa among many other places in a long career. 
Since his retirement he has retrained as a proofreader and 
published his memoirs. 
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editor’s welcome

Polo is not 
only a sport 
but also 
training  
for life.  
The need to 
juggle two 
separate and 
intricate 
skills at the 
same time 
while 
remaining 
superbly 
balanced is 
also vital to 
commercial 
success. 

I am always excited at this time of year because 
Fi!h Chukker’s season is so interesting. Not 
only do we have teams battling it out for the 
prestigious Charity Shield at Fi!h Chukker itself, 
but we also have the Access Bank Day at Ham 

which is an event not to be missed. Once again the great 
Adolfo Cambiaso will be playing and it is always such a 
privilege to see his skills on the polo #eld. I know that 
this year’s programme will be just as thrilling and I hope 
to see many of you there again for this glamorous and 
compelling event.  

In this issue of Fi!h Chukker Magazine we bring you 
all the excitement and thrills of the African Patrons Cup.  
Despite security concerns many of our guests return 
each year as they know what a fantastic event this is.  
"e international players have also said how much they 
enjoy coming to Fi!h Chukker, and that once inside the 
compound it is a tranquil and glorious setting.

Fi!h Chukker is one of Sayyu Dantata’s favourite polo 
grounds, so in this issue we explore his passion for polo.  
We also pro#le Fi!h Chukker’s new Charity Ambassador 
Nwankwo Kanu, Nigeria’s legendary footballer who is 
providing life-saving heart surgery to desperate children.

Pioneering female polo player Claire Tomlinson 
reveals her struggle in earlier years to get women polo 
players accepted at top level, and she also gives us a few 
tips on our tactics page.  She runs the Beaufort Club 
in Gloucestershire where Princes William and Harry 
play, so we also have a feature on polo-playing royalty, 
not forgetting our own royalty who are dedicated to the 
sport of kings.

We also follow Cream drummer Ginger Baker’s 
Nigerian polo odyssey and discover how Ghanaian 
Mame-Yaa Bonsu is bringing polo to African 
professionals in London. 

As many top polo players can testify, polo is not only 
a sport but also training for life. "e need to juggle 
two separate and intricate skills at the same time while 
remaining superbly balanced is also vital to commercial 
success. In this issue entrepreneur and motor racing 
enthusiast Kola Aluko talks about how sport can hone 
business skills, while top polo photographer Tony 
Ramirez proves that sport can become a business as well.

Away from the polo #eld we meet top lifestyle 
photographer Kelechi Amadi-Obi and bring you some 
of his most famous pictures.  We also chat to famously 
low-key London jeweller Marwan Chatila about some 
of his iconic jewels, and we pro#le up-and-coming 
textile designer Banke Kuku who is making waves in 
London at the moment.  

For the adventurous, we examine the latest extreme 
sports in Nigeria, revealing where you can go for the 
ultimate thrill.  For the more relaxed among you, we take 
a leisurely tour of Nigeria’s golf courses ahead of our in-
depth report in the next issue of Fi!h Chukker. 

Finally, for those of you dreaming of a luxury holiday 
we take a trip through Tanzania, from its wildlife safaris 
and specialist spas to the exotic beauty of the island 
of Zanzibar.  We also chat to Zanzibar’s most famous 
literary son, Professor Abdulrazak Gurnah, who spent 
formative academic years in nearby Kano.

So when you’re not watching all the excitement on the 
polo #eld, pick up a copy of Fi!h Chukker Magazine and 
lose yourself in adventure and luxury.

Enjoy the tournament!

FUNMI OLADEINDE!OGBUE
Editor-in-Chief
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The prestigious Etisalat African Patrons 
Cup climaxed in a cli+-hanging triumph 
for home side Access Bank Fi!h Chukker. 
"e 18-goal Kaduna-based team of Sayyu 
Dantata, Adamu Atta, Ezequiel Martinez 

and Pedro Fernandez-Llorente edged out defending 
champions Delaney 12 – 11 in a nerve-wracking #nal 
that went neck-to-neck until the #nal seconds of the 
continental epic.

Lagos-based Delaney of Kwame Isa (substituting for 
Damian Duncan), Musty Fashinro, Marcelo Pasqual and 
Frankie Fernandez had dethroned Fi!h Chukker in 2010 
to win the title twice on the trot. "ey were clearly the 
team to beat a!er making quick work of debutantes Ke- 
Pony’s 10 – 4 in their opening game, and rather walking a 
tightrope before outpacing hard-#ghting AMG Barbedos 
11 – 8 in their semi-#nal clash. Fi!h Chukker did not 
disappoint in their stream games either, defeating arch 
rivals AMG Barbedos 11 – 9 in their tense opening game, 
and brushing aside Ke- Pony’s 13 – 9 in the #rst of the 
semis to set the stage for the #nal that would crown the 
tournament’s 5th anniversary champion.

Delaney were quickly up 4 – 1 in the #rst chukker 
thanks to their three handicap goals but Fi!h Chukker, 
hardly used to chasing the game, turned on the heat in 
the second chukker with ace pivot Ezeqiuel Martinez 
scoring two quickies to reduce the tally to a single 
goal. Fi!h Chukker drew level 5 – 5 early in the third 
and raced ahead with goals from Sayyu Dantata and 
Martinez to #nish the chukker 7 – 5.

Stunned by the impressive chemistry of Fifth 
Chukker, Delaney again pulled it all together to draw 

level 7 – 7 as the fourth chukker drew to a close, 
thanks to goals from crowd sensation Marcelo Pascual 
and Kwame Isa. Fernandez then converted from forty 
yards to reclaim the lead for Delaney 8 – 7 until the 
end of the gruelling chukker. 

Delaney cranked it up again in the #!h chukker with 
two early goals from Musty Fashinro and Pascual to put 
the Champions three goals clear, but #eld goals by the 
irrepressible Ezeqiuel and Pedro rallied the Kaduna side 
to keep in touch with Delaney’s 11 – 10 lead.

A minute into the decisive sixth and final chukker 
Martinez scored to draw Fifth Chukker level as both 
teams threw everything into the chase for the all-
important winner. 

Ezeqiuel, who was named Most Valuable Player 
of the tournament with nine goals in the final game, 
broke the deadlock as well as the hearts of Delaney 
fans with a late goal that won the championship 12 – 11 
for Fifth Chukker.

In the third place match AMG Barbedos (Risqua 
Murtala Muhammed, Kashim Bukar Shettima, Diego 
White and Manuel Crespo) rallied until the fifth 
chukker before dislodging Keffi Pony’s 12 – 8 for the 
subsidiary title. 

“It has been a thrilling weekend of the best of 
African polo and we are proud of ourselves and the 
experience that goes with it,” declared the Honourable 
Aliyu Wadada, who scored twice for his Keffi Pony’s in 
their debut campaign.

Argentine thoroughbred Pampino, from Delaney 
Stable and ridden throughout the tournament by Marcelo 
Pascual, was decorated as the Best Playing Pony. !

The Etisalat  
African Patrons Cup 

Access Bank Fi!h Chukker team powers to third  
African Patrons Cup title. By Ernest Ekpenyong
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GENERAL HASSAN KATSINA CUP 
Sub Riders Make Cup History

Lagos Sub Riders were victorious in a spectacular end to the 
inaugural edition of the coveted General Hassan Katsina Cup, and 
another masterful performance by Argentine professional Ezeqiuel 
Martinez helped the team win their second major polo title in this 
prestigious African championship.

The Lagos boys, Sherif Shagaya, Usman Dantata, Bashir Dantata 
and Ezeqiuel Martinez, came from behind to edge the hard-fighting 
Bamboo House 7! – 7 in a tense final. The Bamboo House squad, 
which included patron Uneku Atawodi –  the only female player 
in the tournament – Ahmadu Umar, Oscar Mancini and Manuel 
Carranza, made good on their pre-event rating, defeating one of 
the favourites, YY Kangimi, 6 – 5 in their opening game, before 
discarding Titans II in their final stream game to book a final berth 
against Sub Riders. The latter were desperate to use the General 
Hassan Cup to erase memories of their sensational collapse to 
DeeBee Farms at the Access Bank Cup final last May.

A flurry of goals marked the opening chukkers of the fierce final, 
with both teams converting a total of nine between them in three 
chukkers. Bamboo House fell behind early on but had drawn level 
6 – 6 by the end of the fourth. In the final, fifth, chukker both teams 
converted early penalties but Bamboo House ran out of time 
fighting for the extra goal to overturn the Riders’ !-goal advantage 

After seeing his team lift the trophy, Sub Riders captain Bashir 
Dantata commented: “Bamboo House played very well, especially 
in the final half when it was really close right up until the end. We 
were lucky to control the game like we did but it is a great feeling 
to have won the competition!”

Bamboo House’s Atawodi praised her teammates for their 
commitment and discipline throughout all their games to the 
final, insisting that the best was yet to come for the booming 
Bamboo House. “The team played well but we missed a lot 
of goalscoring opportunities, whereas Sub Riders took their 
chances. It was disappointing but we’ve had an excellent time at 
Fifth Chukker,” she added.

A total of eight teams entered the General Hassan Katsina Cup. 
Rubicon, Titan II, Susplan, RTC, YY Kangimi and DeeBee Farms were 
the other teams in the mix.
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As Nigerian sports stars go, they don’t come 
much bigger than footballer Nwankwo 
Kanu. Twice voted CAF African Player of 
the Year and an Olympic Gold medallist, 
Kanu is Africa’s most decorated player. 

His remarkable career has seen him win trophies with 
some of the best teams in Europe, including the UEFA 
European Cup with Dutch team Ajax and two Premier 
League titles with Arsenal in England.

Kanu’s international career is equally impressive. "e 
six-foot #ve-inch striker was a member of the Nigerian 
national team from 1994 until 2010 and has played in 
two FIFA World Cup tournaments. He won 86 caps 
and scored 13 goals for his country, and until last year 
was the joint most-capped Nigerian player of all time 
alongside Muda Lawal.

Kanu is also a UNICEF Nigeria Goodwill 
Ambassador, helping orphaned and vulnerable 
children with AIDS. So it is entirely appropriate  
that he has become Fifth Chukker’s 2013/2014 Charity 
Ambassador for a wide range of children’s charity 
projects in Nigeria.

Nwankwo Kanu
Fi!h Chukker welcomes our new Charity Ambassador, 

Adam Taylor, Business Development Manager at 
Fi!h Chukker, says: “It is a great honour to welcome 
Kanu as Fi!h Chukker’s charity ambassador. "rough 
this partnership we very much look forward to helping 
bring about meaningful and sustainable change to the 
underprivileged children of Nigeria.” 

Born in Owerri in Imo State in 1976, Kanu kicked o+ 
his football career at the Nigerian league club Federation 
Works, before moving to Iwuanyanwu Nationale. He 
started playing for the Nigeria Under-17 side in 1993 and 
signed to Ajax the same year. 

Kanu was at the height of his career, having scored 
the winning goal in the #nal match against Brazil in the 
1996 Atlanta Olympics, when disaster struck. A routine 
medical for his new team, Inter Milan, showed he had 
a faulty aortic valve. Not only did this serious heart 
condition mean that 19-year-old Kanu needed four hours 
of open heart surgery, but he was also told his football 
career was over. 

“When it happened the doctor said to me, ‘You can’t play 
football again’. It was the end of the world. I was scared. 
But I’m a Christian and I prayed that God would help 
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me,” Kanu has said. “"e #rst thing was to have 
the operation and once that was successful I never 
believed I would not play again.”

Kanu’s determination and faith saw him through 
the operation and 14 months of rehabilitation, a 
long time in a sports career. He returned to his 
Italian team before transferring to Arsenal, where 
he went on to score 44 goals in #ve years.

"e months spent in recovery had inspired 
Kanu. “My heart problems changed my aspect on 
life,” he has said. “If you have been in hospital for 
that kind of thing, then it does. No one knows what 
the future holds and maybe that’s why I started 
to think about others more. When it happened 
it helped me understand what life was all about. 
I’ve always taken responsibility, but only when 
something like that happens can you really see.”

And so in 2000 Kanu set up the Kanu Heart 
Foundation (KHF), which helps Nigerian and 
African children and young adults in need of 
heart surgery. He started by raising money to 
send two young Nigerian children to the UK for 
surgery. However this was very expensive, so the 
Foundation started sending children to hospitals 
in Israel and India. It has also trialled a project 
bringing cardiac surgeons to Nigeria to carry out 
surgery in hospitals here. "e results speak for 
themselves: to date the KHF has helped over 500 
people, with a 98.5% success rate on surgeries 
performed. However with 320 patients waiting 
to be sent abroad for treatment, and over 1,000 
people on the waiting list, the challenge is ongoing. 

Kanu has a long-term goal of opening heart 
hospitals across Africa, and plans are currently 
underway – supported by President Goodluck 
Jonathan – to establish one in Nigeria. 

With such an impressive record of charitable 
endeavour, Fifth Chukker is proud that 
Nwankwo Kanu has agreed to join us in 
meeting our goal to help underprivileged 
children in Nigeria. With his help, Fifth 
Chukker is confident we can raise a substantial 
amount of money this year to support ongoing 
projects and fund new ones. !
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A remodelled primary 
school funded by the 
Access Bank UNICEF 
Charity Shield polo 
tournament was formally 

commissioned in Kaduna on 14 March 
2013 by Mr. James Mugaju, UNICEF 
Assistant Country Representative 
and head of the Kaduna o-ce. "e 
project is one of several in six focus 
communities in Kaduna State. For 
six years UNICEF has collaborated 
with Fi!h Chukker and Access 
Bank to maximise opportunities for 
partnership that target orphaned and 
vulnerable children, families and 
communities in greatest need and at 
most risk of the impact of HIV/AIDS.

By enhancing the academic 
environment, hundreds of orphans 

Remodelled Fifth  
Chukker-funded  
school commissioned
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and vulnerable children have received 
the rare opportunity to access formal 
education, bene#ting from scholarships 
to enrol, attend and actually complete 
their primary school in communities 
which have also been supported with 
resources and know-how to protect the 
children from poverty and ignorance, 
two of the root causes of AIDS. "e 
women have been empowered through 
simple skills like knitting, sewing and 
use of grinding machines to generate a 
livelihood.

At the commissioning ceremony 
Mugaju remarked, “"ose of us who 
knew the dilapidated situation of the 
school will appreciate the progress 
made. "ere was no water, no 
functional toilets, no games facilities 
and a high incidence of public trespass 
due to the absence of a perimeter 
wall. All these challenges have been 
addressed by UNICEF thanks to 
support from Fi!h Chukker and 
Access Bank. You have also heard from 
the headmaster about the signi#cant 
increase in enrolment following the 
school’s faceli!.”

Fi!h Chukker and Access Bank 
o-cials were in attendance at the 
occasion alongside the school’s pupils 
and teachers, as well as traditional 
and religious leaders of the host 
community whose members came out 
in impressive numbers and used the 
occasion to formally rename the school 
“Adamu Atta Primary School”. !

Before remodelling

A!er remodelling
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In the a!ermath of the January 1966 military 
coup that wiped out the political and military 
leadership of northern Nigeria, General Hassan 
assumed critical leadership of the region and 
managed – sometimes at great personal risk – to 

hold it together for the next 18 months. "is incredible 
success started a career trajectory that would ultimately 
propel him to the highest levels of power as Nigeria’s 
number three citizen. It was also the beginning of a life 
of sel$ess service. 

Hassan Usman Katsina was born in Katsina on 31 
March 1933 to the royal house of Dikko. He was the 
second son of Sir Usman Nagogo, KBE, CMG, MHC, 
Emir of Katsina from 1944 to 1981. He attended the 
Kaduna College and Institute of Administration in 
Zaria and the Nigerian College of Arts, Science and 
Technology, Zaria, before joining the Army in 1956. A!er 
an initial six months of o-cer cadet training at Teshie, 
Ghana, Hassan underwent an array of courses at  the 
Mons o-cer cadet school, Aldershot, the Royal Military 
Academy, Sandhurst, the Small Arms School in Kent and 
the School of Infantry, Warminster. 

Initially a platoon commander in the 2nd Battalion, 
the newly-minted Lt Hassan was later reposted to the 
demonstration platoon at the NMTC in Kaduna, as 
commander. In 1961, he was promoted to Captain and 
deployed to the Congo as an intelligence o-cer. "e 
following year he underwent further advanced infantry 
training in the United States, a!er which he was elevated to 
Major and made company commander in the 5th Battalion 
of the Nigerian Army in Kano. When the Recce unit of 
the army was created in 1963, Major Hassan was among 
the earliest three Nigerians – others were Majors Christian 
Anuforo and John Obienu – to be trained in Britain on the 
use of Ferrets in armoured reconnaissance warfare.

On the coup night of 14 January 1966, Hassan was 
commanding the 1 Recce Squadron in Kaduna. He, 
together with Major Alexander Madiebo and Lt Col. 
Emeka Ojukwu of the 5th Battalion Kano, played 
the decisive role of neutralising coup leader Major 
Chukwuma Nzeogwu. Four days later he was promoted 
to Lt Col and appointed military governor of the 
northern region by the new head of state, General 
Aguiyi Ironsi. 

ABOVE "e head of the 
Military and Supreme 
Commander of the Nigerian 
Armed Forces Major 
General JTU Aguyi-Ironis 
(middle) with Major Hassan 
Usman Katsina, Lt. Col.
Adekunle Fajuyi, Lt. Col. 
O Ojukwu and Lt. Col. D 
Ejoor, Military Governors of 
Northern, Western, Eastern 
and Mid-Western Regions 
respectively. 

OPPOSITE General Hassan 
Usman Katsina

With a major polo cup named a!er him, General Hassan was one of 
polo’s most devoted fans. But his legacy extends beyond his passion 
for the sport – he was one of Nigeria’s most respected military 
leaders, playing a vital role in the shaping of the country today.

The legendary  
    polo-playing general

GeneralHassan
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As he strived to juggle and balance his new responsibilities  
and commitments – to country, region, profession, family and  
society – Hassan’s new job was made all the more daunting by the 
crushing personality of the man he succeeded: Sir Ahmadu Bello,  
the Sardauna of Sokoto. Bello was a titan who had leveraged his 
immense power, in$uence and prodigious political success story to 
dominate the landscape. 

"e north was also still raw and simmering over the outcome of 
the coup, and was taking much more than exhortation to contain. So 
Hassan, displaying extraordinary courage, sometimes took it upon 
himself to face down mutinous soldiers and murderous gangs to save 
the lives of easterners caught up in the storm. He also publicly urged 
emirs and other political and social leaders to make the north and the 
entire country free and safe for all citizens to move around unmolested.

As civil war inevitably loomed, and twelve new states were created 
in May 1967, Lt Col Hassan moved on to head up the Interim Common 
Services Agency, an organisation which undertook the task of sharing 
the collective resources of the new six states of the former northern 
region in a new decentralised political and economic system. 

Hassan was promoted to full colonel in March 1968, and appointed 
substantive Chief of Sta+ of the Nigerian Army two months later to 
replace Lt Col Illiya Bisalla, who had been acting in that capacity since 
incumbent Col Joe Akahan was killed in a helicopter crash in May 1967. 
As the new army chief, Hassan also took charge of the civil war e+ort as 
head of the war council. He was promoted to Brigadier-General in April 
1969 as the tide of war began to turn irreversibly to a denouement. 

A year a!er the end of the civil war, Hassan was again promoted to 
Major-General and subsequently redeployed from army headquarters to 
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Supreme Headquarters as Deputy Chief of Sta+, the last position he held 
before their regime was toppled in July 1975.

But while General Hassan is unquestionably one of Nigeria’s greatest 
military #gures, his greatest passion was polo. He was a bona #de 
addict and thrived on the game’s deep physical, social and cultural 
rituals. As the grandson of the man who pioneered local polo, and son 
of the most iconic Nigerian player ever, polo was a crucial part of his 
DNA. He achieved a respectable 4-goal handicap and was responsible 
for elevating the game into the ultimate power sport, favoured by the 
military leadership as well as the business and social elite. His devotion 
to polo once moved a foreign ambassador to quip that General Hassan 
cared more about his polo ponies than his troops at the war front. And 
it wasn’t until he had a particularly nasty fall that his ponies seemed to 
take a back seat – for a while, that is.

Polo took an even more central role in General Hassan’s life when he 
retired from public service. He continued to play and attended as many 
events as he possibly could, becoming the vice president and later life 
chairman of the association a!er his father and long time founder and 
president of the Nigerian Polo Association Sir Usman Nagogo died in 1981.

Among other virtues, General Hassan famously shunned riches and 
ostentation, and even in retirement maintained an austere lifestyle 
bordering on genteel poverty. “He almost wilfully stepped down from a 
potential life of opulence to become a regular guy,” said one close army 
colleague. Nonetheless, he remained very in$uential and as generous as 

he could be to favour seekers, the underprivileged and the needy that 
besieged his home daily.

"ough quite opinionated, General Hassan scrupulously guarded 
his integrity and strived to avoid any contradictions or blemish on his 
character and reputation. Aides admitted that he was so forthright he 
could be frank to a fault. “General never said behind your back what he 
would not say to your face,” insisted one. Even when he brie$y dabbled 
in Second Republic politics as a member of the National Party of Nigeria 
(NPN), he still operated in a higher orbit than politicians usually achieve. 

Dr Sule Musa Jokolo of the Ahmadu Bello University Zaria described 
General Hassan as “a leader who was a servant but not a master and who 
did not look at the lot of his followers with the eyes of the privileged but 
with the eyes of a compatriot”.

General Hassan spent his last years in search of more spiritual  
and emotional ful#lment. "e Koran became a constant companion 
while religious devotion dictated his life and routine. But he also  
wasn’t perfect. Abstinence seemed a much more di-cult virtue to 
uphold, and an addiction to smoking eventually led to the lung  
cancer that killed him in 1995.

Seventeen years a!er his death, General Hassan’s transcendental 
legacy looks assured. He still draws appreciation levels verging on 
veneration, and there is no doubt that his few very obvious personal 
$aws or failures were easily overshadowed by the immensity of his 
humanity and his humility of spirit. !
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ABOVE Katsina Kangiwa 
Polo Team (Standing L-R) 
Yahuza, HRH Kabiru 
Usman, HRH Usman 
Nagogo, Emir of Katsina 
and General Hassan

LEFT General Hassan (2nd 
le!) with Kurt Walter, 
Robin Atknson and Bashir 
Bayero

OPPOSITE General Hassan 
(middle) running things at 
the Lagos polo club
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Sayyu Dantata comes from a polo-loving family and has 
played since he was eight years old. He regularly plays for 

the Fi!h Chukker team and returns as o!en as he can  
to his favourite polo destination. 

How are you feeling today,  
having won the Etisalat  
African Patrons Cup?
I am very happy. It was a fantastic 
game. Our opponents won the 
#rst and second chukkers, so we 
were determined to stop them in 
the third. We did this successfully 
and it was a great game.

Why do you think you won  
this year?
We prepared well; we talked to 
one another in the game and we 
listened to each other. We were 
focused, determined and con#dent 
that we were going to win.

How would you describe this 
year’s tournament in terms of 
spectators and sponsors?
Fi!h Chukker is the place to be 
when it comes to the game of polo, 
not only in Nigeria but in Africa 
as a whole. It is the ideal venue 
to watch professional polo being 
played, and sponsors are conscious 

of this. Every year di+erent 
companies are vying to associate 
with Fi!h Chukker and I believe 
they bene#t greatly through their 
association with the Club.

Do you only play here at  
Fi!h Chukker?
Polo for me is a family game – 
one day I may play for MRS and 
another time for Barbedos. Fifth 
Chukker is my favourite club and 
I play elsewhere only if I have 
the time!

How do you assess the state of 
polo in Nigeria today?
"is tournament is one of the 
best in world, not only in Nigeria, 
so you can see that the game is 
progressing fast in our country. 
More and more people are playing 
and it is becoming part of the 
sporting culture. We bring famous 
polo players from around the world 
to participate to show people what 
a wonderful sport it is.

You collected "#,$$$ as the 
Most Valuable Player in the 
tournament. As a business 
tycoon, how important is this  
to you?
Even a $1 win is something I will 
never forget. "e satisfaction of 
winning is something that money 
cannot buy. It is my e+ort and 
determination that make me 
win, so it’s something special to 
me and I am proud of winning 
this cup. And I want to use this 
opportunity to thank Dan Arewa 
for his gesture.

Do you have any good news  
for your fans and polo lovers  
in general?
Let our fans continue praying for 
us for peace and health in order 
to deliver the good results that 
they expect from us. For the polo 
lover, we promise to always give 
them the best polo tournament at 
Kangimi Resort. We hope to see 
them any day, any time. !

SAYYU DANTATA 
FACTFILE

1.  He has been playing polo  
for more than 30 years.

2.  His current handicap is +4.

3.  His team is MRS, named after 
his company

4.  Most Memorable 
Tournament – Lagos  
Open 1984

5.  Favourite Horse – Iyabo

6.  In 2001 he had a skiing 
accident that seriously 
threatened his polo- 
playing future.

Sayyu DantataPassion for polo
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Her family owned a polo club, Woolmers 
Park in Hertfordshire, and she had 
watched polo and been on family polo 
trips since she was very young. She had 
heard the game plans and match analyses, 

so the understanding of the game was ingrained at a very 
early age. Claire’s childhood equestrianism had been 
forged in other areas – riding show ponies for a breeder, 
hunting, lots of gymkhana and pony club activities, 
including some showjumping – all providing a solid 
background of horsemanship that was to stand her in 
good stead.

It was not until she was 15 that she really took to 
the polo field. “One day at home they were short of 
a player for chukkers – so they needed me to play to 
make up the numbers.” 

When Claire went up to Oxford University, she was 
concentrating on fencing – she was in the England 
Under-21 squad. In the summer term, the university polo 
team was short of a player and Jeremy Taylor, the captain, 
who knew Claire’s family, sought her out to play in the 
team in the Varsity match against Cambridge. However 
the concept of a woman playing was so unheard of that 
Claire was listed as Mr. Lucas. “I was even asked to put 
my hair up and pretend to be a man,” recalled Claire. 
From that moment her father was very supportive of her 
polo, even lending ponies to the university team. He told 
Claire that if she wanted to continue playing she must 
bring on some young ponies to make herself a string. 

She started to play high-goal when she was living in 
Gloucestershire. “I knew Eddie (Moore) and Hector 
(Barrantes) and they asked us to go over and play 
practices at Stowell Park,” she says. “I’d won a lot of the 
low- and medium-goal by then, was 3 goals and had been 
playing with Simon [her husband] and Juni Crotto (then 
9 goals). Our medium-goal team with David Gemmell 
had done very well, and we had gone up in handicap, so 
we wanted to play the high-goal as an 18-goal team, but 
women weren’t allowed to play. 

“My father was a Steward of the HPA but he said that, 
while he would support my bid to get this rule overturned, 
I was going to have to do it myself. He suggested that I talk 
to Lord Cowdray, who was Chairman of the HPA, and I 

got the opportunity when he was sitting in his Land Rover 
watching a Gold Cup game. He said that other players 
wouldn’t like it. I responded that there were 1-goal players 
playing in the high-goal who could not ride very well, 
and it was unfair not to let me play as a 3-goaler. "en 
he said the foreigners wouldn’t like it – but as I’d played 
26-goal polo in Argentina and plenty of polo abroad, and 
had been working for one of the great legends of polo 
– Hanut Singh – I explained that I was sure they would 
not mind, as they had already accepted me. So #nally he 
asked me to prove it. 

“Eddie and Hector drew up a petition for people to 
sign, saying that girls should be allowed to play high-goal 
if they were of su-cient handicap. We spent a couple of 
days going round all the players while the Gold Cup was 
on, and all the players signed. We presented this to the 
HPA at the next Stewards’ Meeting and they graciously 
conceded. "ey couldn’t really stop me!”

Ironically this coincided with a year (1978) when there 
was much in the media about female discrimination. 
“"e press contacted me asking if I wanted to make a 
fuss about the fact that polo was discriminating against 
women,” she recalls. “I didn’t want to have an argument 
in public with the HPA; I preferred to do things quietly, 
and it worked out better that way. 

“Our #rst high-goal tournament was the Queen’s Cup 
in 1979. We played our #rst match against Foxcote, with 
Eddie Moore and Mark Vestey – and beat them. We went 
on to win the Queen’s Cup that year! 

“A few years later I heard on the grapevine that I’d 
been put forward to play in the International, in the 
number 1 position, but that it was vetoed because I was a 
woman. Around this time, Carlos Gracida suggested to 
my team that I play at number 3, rather than at 1. It was 
soon a!er that change that I got to 5 goals, in the 1980s. It 
was especially satisfying for me as I had made a lot of my 
horses, and many of them were home-bred. It is much 
more accepted for women to play nowadays, but success 
always depends on opportunity.”

Polo owes a lot to Claire Tomlinson. She changed the 
game in many ways and has le! a legacy both on the #eld 
in the form of her children Mark, Luke and Emma, and 
in the rule books. !

Claire Tomlinson
"e fact that Nina Clarkin won the Gold Cup in 2003 was down to 
the actions and determination of one woman in the late 1970s: Claire 
Tomlinson (née Lucas). Until then, women were not allowed to play 
high-goal. So how did Claire come to be a trailblazing 5-goal player?

Women in polo
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Mame-Yaa Bonsu 
is a polo-playing 
Africa-focused 
banker at J.P. 
Morgan based 

in London. Her passion for 
the game continues, despite 
sustaining injuries from training 
in Argentina early this year. 
Although she has been unable to 
play much recently, she hosted 
a “polo taster day” at Georgiana 
Cro!on’s Adrenalin Polo Club 
just outside London.

"e inaugural Africa 
Professionals Polo Day was held 
on the #rst day of the UK grass 
season, 27 April. A wide range 
of professions were represented 
including private equity, banking, 
real estate, fashion, modelling 
and the charities sector; whilst 
countries included Congo, 
Uganda, Senegal, Nigeria and 
Ghana. Despite the pouring rain 
that added to the challenge for 
the novices, the training session 
comprised hand-stick polo, basic 
riding for polo, and stick and ball.

Mame-Yaa’s polo mentor and 
special guest from Lagos Polo 
Club, Tunde Karim, Group 
Executive Director of Shoreline 
Energy International, hosted the 
group for a well-earned lunch at 
the renowned Royal Oak gastro-
pub in Marlow, Buckinghamshire. 
Lively discussion and debate 
$owed, ranging from polo as a 
lifestyle to topical African socio-
economic issues. 

“In the same way that training 
with women and #rst-hand 
exposure to polo in Nigeria 
changed my perceptions, I hope 
to inspire others. "ese factors 
played a role in my commitment 
to the sport, which facilitated 
being elected as the 2012 captain of 
my #rm’s polo team,” commented 
Mame-Yaa. “"e fact that I had 
never ridden a horse before trying 
polo in my late twenties has been a 
key theme in convincing others to 
try the sport.”

Mame-Yaa recently launched 
her blog Polo Princess Diaries 
(www.poloprincessdiaries.com). 
Her goal is to raise the pro#le 
of African polo internationally, 
whilst challenging stereotypes. 
In addition, as a -2 player, she is 
developing her skills towards an 
aggressive goal of +1 handicap 
and will also document this 
journey to inspire others.

“I am overjoyed by the 
outcome of this #rst event and 
due to demand have already 
started planning the next. "e 
combination of Georgiana’s unique 
approach to riding where you feel 
(mind and body) connected to the 
horse, as well as Tunde Karim’s 
guidance, both as a polo player and 
business leader in Africa, made for 
a fun and educational day for all.” 

Tunde also invited the group 
to watch him play in Shoreline 
Energy International’s #rst UK 
mid-goal tournament at Cowdray 
Park Polo Club in May. !

Encouraging 
New Talent  
in London
"e Inaugural Africa Professionals  
Polo Day at Adrenalin Polo Club

Mame-Yaa Bonsu 

Gladys Kyotungire
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Olukemi David

Royal Oak pub

Georgiana Cro!on and Monique Legair

Georgiana Cro!on

Souleymane Ba

Andrew Babayemi, Ade Adetayo, Souleymane Ba, Nathaniel Appiyah,  

Mame-Yaa Bonsu, Olukemi David, Rose Yombo-Djema,  

Sophie Morrison and Georgiana Cro!on from Adrenalin Polo

Audrey Yombo-Djema, Rose Yombo-Djema, Souleymane Ba, Monique Legair, Georgiana Cro!on of Adrenalin Polo, Rosy Nti, 
Ade Adetayo, Olukemi David, Tunde Karim, Gladys Kyotungire, Mame-Yaa Bonsu, Nathaniel Appiyah and Andrew Babayemi

Tunde Karim
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Polo photographer Tony Ramirez is a well-
known face on the international circuit. 
His company Images of Polo was born out 
of his joint love of polo and photography, 
and he has become the main supplier of 

photographic services to the polo community. He also 
produces commissions for patrons, players and teams, 
as well as beautiful albums and personal, equine and 
pet portraits.  

He was born in Malaga, Spain and owns a home in 
Sotogrande where he and his wife Olga try to visit at least 
twice a year, mainly for the polo.

How did you start as a polo photographer?
Photography has always been a passion of mine.  It 
was originally a hobby and then it was part of my work 
when I was involved in running a polo magazine.  "e 
combination of photography and polo became addictive, 
so I ended up becoming a professional photographer 
specialising in polo.

Was it a di%cult industry to make your mark in?
Photography is a di-cult industry, made even more 
so when specialising in a particular area. Polo is 
quite a small industry compared to other sports, and 
perseverance, professionalism and hard work (and a little 
luck, maybe) have helped me to get where I am today.

What would you consider your trademark or  
signature shot?
My logo, I believe, is now instantly recognisable – it is 
based on an image I took some years ago. However, I 
#nd it di-cult to choose one particular photograph as 
my trademark or signature shot as all the games and 
tournaments are di+erent. My favourite shot changes 
quite o!en, and ride o+s are always fun to photograph.

Do you know most of the players on the circuit and 
what is your working relationship with them?
I do know most of the players, in all handicaps, and have 

a good working relationship with all of them and, in 
some cases, friendship.

How much travelling is involved and how do you create 
a work/life balance?
Travelling is a large part of the business and I do run up 
a fair number of air miles! During the winter months 
I cover polo in places such as China, Dubai, Argentina 
and Switzerland.  Even during the UK season I travel to 
some tournaments in Europe, such as Spain and Italy. 
I hope I do manage to create a good work/life balance, 
albeit always around the polo scene – but maybe this is a 
question for my wife!

How much do you know about horses? Do you ride 
when you are not working?
My knowledge of horses is limited. I have not ridden 
for a number of years and I have actually never played 
polo.  Unfortunately I do not seem to #nd the time to 
ride these days.

Who is your favourite subject to shoot?
"at’s a di-cult question, as there are many players I like 
to photograph. If pressed for an answer I will have to 
say Facundo Pieres, for his agility, elegance and fantastic 
sportsmanship, besides being a charming person.

What other photography do you enjoy?
My passion and expertise is polo, so I tend not to do 
other shoots.  It would have to be something extra 
special to tear me away from polo.

Do you have a key piece of advice for anyone wishing to 
start out in polo photography?
Anyone wanting a career in photography not only 
has to have a creative mind but also passion for their 
chosen field, as well as determination and drive.  They 
also need to work hard, have an understanding of 
business management and have complete dedication 
to achieving their goal. !

Tony RamırezPassion for polo

POLO PHOTOGRAPHER
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The incident that put me in the 
saddle and #red up a lifelong 
passion for polo that brought me 
a 2-goal handicap at the age of 56 
came during the 1974 Argungu 

motor rally. I was living in Nigeria at the 
time, where I had invested my life savings in 
a world-class recording studio. How does a 
jazz and rock star end up here? Simple!  Africa 
is the spiritual home of the drum. It may be 
a long way from my native Neasden in West 
London but the odyssey was as natural as it was 
essential to my musical development. Away 
from my studio – we had just recorded Band 
on the Run for Paul McCartney and Wings – I 
had achieved a bit of a reputation as a rally 
driver. Indeed Sideways Baker and his dancing 
Range Rover were known to perform with the 
kind of uninhibited gusto otherwise reserved 
for my drum kit.

As I executed an unexpected 180-degree turn 
at a check point on the #rst day of the rally, a 
voice yelled from somewhere inside the cloud 
of dust I had created, “Bloody Hell! "e way 
you drive you should play polo!” "e voice 
belonged to Colin Edwards, who was then the 
best polo player in Nigeria with a #ve-goal 
handicap. He was extremely amusing, totally 
mad and had friends in high places – as I was 
to discover over the next few days. Edwards 
had been brought up as one of the children of 
the Emir of Katsina, himself an outstanding 
polo player. He spoke $uent Hausa, with the 
exclusive royal accent. I was leading the rally 
on the #nal night stage when I became the 
only person to ever snap the front axle of a 
Range Rover. "e backup vehicle mysteriously 
failed to materialise and, with my navigator, 
I was forced to spend the night stranded in 
the desert. "e next morning we managed to 
borrow a couple of bicycles to get us to the 
nearest village, from where we got a ride on 
a bus to Kano. We went to the Kano Club in 

search of Edwards and a more permanent form 
of transport.

“Mr. Edwards is not here,” con#ded the 
barman. “He is driving a Range Rover and will 
be along in a few minutes.” And so he was. A 
very battered and cathedral-shaped model, 
with no glass in any window, skidded into 
the car park in another cloud of African dust. 
"is was our missing backup vehicle, which 
Colin had managed to roll in the desert the 
day before. "e whole day that followed was an 
amazing experience and formed the start of a 
#rm friendship.

At the time, in the early seventies, I had a 
few worries on my mind. "ings weren’t going 
very well with the studios. I’d fallen out with 
my partner, who happened to be the regional 
Minister of Trade, and I had just survived a 
bust for arms and drugs. I’d also been arrested 
and put under armed guard at a business 
meeting. My whole investment, as it transpired, 
was doomed. Anyway, I $ew down to Lagos, 
picked up a front axle and $ew back to Kano. 
By the time I had driven the 700 miles back to 
my studio, the proverbial had hit the fan. "e 
locks on the whole building – including my $at 
above it – had been changed. 

My ashen-faced and trembling sound 
engineer informed me that, thanks to my 
broken axle, I had missed a posse of armed 
police who had come to arrest me the day 
before. Just at that moment, two Nigerian 
police Peugeots with blue lights $ashing tore 
up the single track leading to the studio. "ere 
was nothing for it but to head for the bush. 
I heard gun#re and ricochets as I hurtled in 
the Range Rover through six-foot high grass 
behind the studio, leapt through the drainage 
ditch and landed hard on the main road. 
Fortunately, marksmanship was not their 
strong point and I was unscathed. 

I drove the 14 miles to Lagos at record speed 
and did another of my signature 180s in Colin’s 

Drumming legend Ginger Baker   describes his *rst encounter with polo
OdysseyMy Nigerian

backyard. I felt that if there was anyone in 
Nigeria that could help me out of this crisis 
it was him – and I was right. We drove to 
Lagos Polo Club, where he introduced me to 
Umaru Shinka#, assistant commissioner of the 
Nigerian Special Branch and a #ne player with 
a three-goal handicap. Phone calls were made 
and for the moment, at least, my liberty was 
assured. But I had nowhere to live and spent 
the next few days at the club.

“Right, Baker – it’s time you got on a horse,” 
declared Colin a!er we had consumed several 
ever-larger Bacardi and Cokes. Without further 
ado he led me outside, where two grooms were 
holding an Argy mare all tacked up and ready 
to go. I climbed on board. Colin adjusted the 
stirrups and put the reins in my hand. “Are you 
sitting comfortably?” he asked. I nodded. "e 
grooms let go, and Colin produced a whip and 
gave the mare’s backside a massive whack.

We were o+ at a full gallop, with me clinging 
on for dear life. "e exercise track went right 
round the polo #eld and between all the 
stables. Blimey! "is horse was shi!ing. At one 
point he came up behind a groom riding at a 
hand canter and gave him an enormous bump. 
On and on we $ew, out through the entrance 
gates, across the road, and back up to Colin’s 
stables where, thankfully, the mare stopped. 
She was home. My beard was on one side of 
my face and my sunglasses on the other but I 
was still on board – and Colin had won a lot of 
money on a side-bet.

“Well, how was that, Baker?” he beamed.
“You never told me where to #nd the bloody 

brakes,” I complained.
“OK, Baker, report tomorrow,” he ordered.
I spent the following days riding around 

and around the sand exercise areas. Colin 
taught me how to use the brakes and the 
accelerator. On the morning of the tenth day 
he announced, “OK, Baker, you’ll do. I’ve put 
you down for four chukkers this a!ernoon.” 
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A battered old polo hat and a pair of worn-
out boots were produced, a stick was put in 
my hand and before I knew it I was on the 
#eld. Something very extraordinary happened. 
I swung the stick and actually hit the ball. 
Cool. "en I fell o+. I must have come o+ half 
a dozen times during my four chukkers and 
found that I was much better at falling o+ than 
hitting the ball.

Polo had the same e+ect on me as when I 
discovered I was a drummer at the age of 15. 
I sat in with the band and played the bollocks 
o+ their drummer. I thought “Hello! "is is 
something I can do.” Later, I made my own 
drum kit out of Perspex. I bent the shells and 
shaped them over my mum’s gas stove and they 
were an integral part of my life for #ve years 
until 1966 and the formation of Cream, when I 
got my #rst Ludwig kit. 

You can’t make horses out of Perspex 
but relationships can be just as strong – as 
I learned during those halcyon days at the 
Lagos Polo Club. I remember Colin had a 
sick horse called Je T’aime that he used to 
refer to as “that bloody ballet dancer”. She 
was a chestnut Argy and the grooms were 
terri#ed of her. I volunteered to look a!er 
her and soon found out she responded to 
kindness. We became very close friends. To 
Colin’s amazement I successfully played her 
and thus began my a+air with di-cult horses. 
Every weekend I’d get four chukkers o+ Je 
T’aime and three other crazies that Colin 
and Umaru, the police chief, didn’t like. I’d 
spend the rest of the a!ernoon umpiring with 
an experienced umpire, one of whom was 
a certain Arthur Douglas-Nugent, who was 
the British Military Attaché at the time. "e 

atmosphere on the polo #eld was one of total 
enjoyment and good sportsmanship. 

I had lost my Nigerian studio and with it my 
fortune, but I had found a new passion that 
down the turbulent years that followed has 
grown rather than diminished. !

“Polo had the 
same effect on 
me as when I 
discovered I was 
a drummer at 
the age of 15.”
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Businessman and polo enthusiast 
Kola Aluko can o!en be spotted 
at Lagos Polo Club, where he 
is a committed sponsor. "e 
hallowed grounds of the elite club 

are the ideal venue for seeing old friends and 
making new contacts, but it’s not just about 
business. As a motor racing enthusiast and car 
connoisseur, he is a dedicated sportsman who 
sees the synergy between polo and racing.

“"e link between the two sports is balance,” 
he says. “Just as you have to feel the horse, so 
you have to feel the car when you lean into a 
turn. If the car is not about to break traction 
you are not going fast enough, and if the car 
has broken traction you are going too slow.”

Aluko owns Kessel Racing’s Ferrari 458 GT2 
and is one of a handful of black racing drivers 
changing the perceptions of a traditionally 
white and Asian sport. In December 2012 he 
and his teammates "omas Kemenater and 
Maurizio Mediani came third in the Endurance 
Champions Cup at Rome’s Vallelunga circuit, a 
de#ning moment in his motor racing career. 

“I never imagined it would happen,” he says. 
“It was one of the toughest races, with a #eld 
several levels above us. But two of the teams 
made critical mistakes, which shows that slow 
and steady can win the race.”

"e crowning moment for Kola Aluko was 
standing on the podium with one of his idols, 
former F1 driver Giancarlo Fisichella. Just as 
the elite polo players inspire younger players, 
so Aluko has been inspired by great drivers.

“"e correlation between polo and 
motorsport is that they are both fast-paced and 
very technical,” he continues. “"e di+erence is 
the horse is a living creature with temperament 
and mood swings. "e car is mechanical and 
does what you tell it to do.”

Aluko’s love of cars and racing was 
ingrained from an early age and has 

Kola Aluko
Businessman Kola Aluko on the similarities between motor racing and polo

going over the limits, because they are long 
races – Abu Dhabi 12 hours, Vallelunga 6 
hours. I have 3 other drivers and we do two-
hour stints. "ey design the track to challenge 
your skills as much as possible.”

He currently races out of his base in Lugano 
in Switzerland, where Kessel Racing is also 
located. "ere he stores his collection of race 
cars and classic cars. "ey include classic 
Ferraris from the 1960s like a California 
Spyder, a 250 Lusso and a Dino and others like 
the Aston Martin DB5, as well as thoroughbred 
Ferraris like the F40, the F50 and the Enzo. 

“Obviously I can’t drive all the cars but the 
guys who look a!er them are professionals,” 
he says. “My cars are my passion and an 
investment; mostly they go up in value but I 
do drive them. 

“"e Maserati MC12 racing car was one of 
only nine built and has won championships in 
the past. I have the 2008 F1 car driven by Kimi 
Raikkonen and tested by Michael Schumacher, 
and a Gullwing SL from the 60s. "ey are 
better investments than a lot of other things.” 

But it’s not enough for Aluko to push the 
boundaries in racing. He takes the lessons he 
learns and applies them to his global business 
interests, which range from energy and private 
aviation to his Made In Africa Foundation, 
which funds feasibility studies for major 
infrastructure projects.

“If you look inwards and try to focus on the 
best you can do, if you are the sort of person 
who always challenges himself, then you are so 
far ahead of the others and the game. You can 
only do the best you can. "at is something I 
have got from racing.”

It’s also what the best polo players take 
away from polo and con#rms Aluko’s belief 
that great sport makes a great businessman. 
It might not be long before he’s spotted on 
horseback a!er all! !

dominated the way he has approached both 
his businesses and his hobby. 

“When you are in a race car you can’t think 
of anything else,” he says. “On a race track the 
di+erence between you and the next best driver 
is 0.5 seconds so you can imagine how precise 
you have to be. Driving is very technical and 
your mind is 100% focused on the task.”

“It is a way to take my mind off everything 
else,” he considers. “These days it is not so 
dangerous, unless you have a big shunt at 
high speed. There are a lot of passive safety 
features on the track and the cars, and in 
fact I never drive quickly on ordinary roads 
as I know that road cars are not as safe. They 
only have single-point seat belts that don’t 
restrain you as well, and the roll cages in the 
cars are not as sturdy. The windows are glass 
– all the inherent things that make a car 
not safe are more apparent to me because I 
drive on the racetrack. There are so many 
unpredictable factors on the road, but on the 
track most drivers are my standard. On the 
road the guy who got his licence yesterday is 
on the road with you.”

Aluko has had one major crash in a race car, 
but he walked away with just a mild concussion. 
“It made me a bit slower,” he laughs as he admits 
he #nds racing exhilarating.

“A lot of people like to play chess because 
they feel it hones their strategy thinking, but 
for me racing is like a fast version of living and 
is mentally challenging. Everything in life you 
can apply to racing – strategy, skill, preparation. 
On a race weekend I prepare every corner 
mentally. You have to memorise the track within 
one practice session. When I #rst started I was 
racing against people who had raced it before 
and I couldn’t just cruise round!”

To prepare, he watches videos and plays PS 
games based on the circuits. “When you are 
driving you have to push the limits without 
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On British soil, polo has long been a 
favourite sport amongst the royal 
family. Prince Philip played for many 
years, followed by his son Charles, who 
reached a 4-goal handicap, played high 

goal and was a pretty formidable back. He retired from 
the sport only relatively recently, following a bad fall 
in 2001 at Cirencester where he swallowed his tongue 
and briefly lost consciousness. His sons William and 
Harry now play, both off 1-goal handicaps. They 
would no doubt like to play more, but as both are in 
the military, time is limited. 

India, birthplace of modern polo, has a long tradition 
of polo-playing Maharajahs, especially in Jaipur. As far 
back as 1887, His Highness Sir Pratap Singh formed part 
of a very successful team that dominated Indian polo. 
"ese days there is Maharaj Narendra Singh, husband of 
Princess Diya Kumari of Jaipur, who took up polo rather 

later in life at the age of 32, but has attained a zero-goal 
handicap and taken a Royal Jaipur team to Germany, 
Italy and many other countries around the world. 
From blue-washed Jodhpur hails Shivraj Singh, son of 
Maharajah Gaj Singh, whose playing career was ended 
by a serious fall during a polo match in 2005, having 
previously been a poster boy for Indian polo. 

"e UAE can boast a double – the #rst Emirati 
princess to play polo: Sheikha Maitha bint Mohammed 
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, daughter of Sheikh Maktoum, 
ruler of Dubai and legendary racehorse owner. Her 
Highness won the Cartier Dubai Challenge in February 
and is to be the only lady playing high goal in the UK 
this season. 2012 saw a warm-up in the form of the 
Warwickshire Cup and, of course, her presence at the 
Access Bank–Fi!h Chukker polo event at Ham Polo 
Club last June. With the might of the Maktoum dynasty 
behind her, and management aided by Adolfo Cambiaso’s 

Whilst polo in some ways is shedding its elitist image, in certain 
respects it retains the old quality of attracting the aristocracy 
– members of royal families around the world continue to take 
part in the aptly-named Sport of Kings. It is an expensive sport, 
and usually (there are exceptions!) members of royal families 
tend to have a certain amount of disposable income and, in most 
cases, equestrian backgrounds, thus somewhat facilitating their 
participation in this beautiful game. 

 in Polo
Royalty

OPPOSITE Sheikha Maitha bint 
Mohammed bin  
Rashid Al Maktoum
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right-hand man Martin Valent, the team might well be 
one to watch in the UK this summer. 

Other countries’ royalty regularly appear on the polo 
#eld. Malaysia has HRH Crown Prince Abdullah of 
Pahang, who is also president of the Royal Malaysian 
Polo Association and an avid supporter of polo 
throughout South East Asia. Polo in Malaysia has 
enjoyed something of a resurgence in recent years, no 

doubt in part due to the e+orts of the Prince. Many 
Argentines now spend the season there rather than 
playing in the UK and Europe. Brunei has Prince Bahar 
Jefri, who plays high goal in the UK and Sotogrande in 
the Richard Mille (watchmakers) Polo Team, usually 
with 10-goaler Pablo Mac Donough. 

Will William and Kate’s as yet unborn baby play polo? 
Most likely – watch this space! !

ABOVE Prince William

OPPOSITE PAGE FROM LEFT Prince 
Adamu Atta, Prince Albert 
Esiri, Prince Harry
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We spoke to some of the men at the centre of this tournament 
– the team patrons. Each of them shares several things in 
common. "ey all love the game and of course the horses, 
and they’ve all earned accolades on the *eld. But as well as 
being hotshots in polo, they are also driving forces in business. 
"ey’ve all achieved success through the force of their own 
vigour, business acumen and sheer perseverance. As a result, 
they all have interesting stories to share, and individual insights 
to o+er into the growth of both polo and business in Nigeria.

&CLOSEpersonal
UP

 1.
 2.
 3.
 4.
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Mustapha Sheri+ 
"e 2013 Lagos International Polo 
tournament was outstanding for 
producing some of the most astonishing 
results in decades. It was the year of 
the rookie ascendancy and impertinent 
humbling of dominant empires. 

One of the biggest winners was Kano 
RTC, which overcame mighty Caverton 
to win the Low Cup and help Kano Polo 
Club corner three of the tournament’s 
four major trophies, including the top-
rated Majekodunmi Cup. 

It was the most signi#cant outing for 
RTC, which debuted on the polo scene 
just two years ago. A!er decent outings 
in Fi!h Chukker, Kano, Abuja Guards 
and Ibadan, it is the Lagos triumph 
that has catapulted RTC into the 
limelight and invited closer scrutiny of 
its patron, Mustapha Sheri+.

Sheri+ is a computer science 
graduate of Nottingham University 
and runs Regional Transport Company 
(RTC) in Abuja, a fast-growing 
successful car hire company. His 
business sense and zeal for excellence 
have been commended by people who 
have worked for or with him.

With a handicap of -1 and a  
modest stable of #ve horses, 
a#cionados didn’t linger when 
looking for the source of RTC’s 
boost in horsepower that subdued 
their more fancied opponents. "e 
enormous equine assets of Fi!h 
Chukker, where Sheri+ also stables 
and trains, were deployed to enable 
RTC achieve their fabulous results. 

Sheri+ admits this instantly. “I 
am most grateful to Adamu Atta 
for the massive material support 

 1.
 2.
 3.
 4.

he has given our team. His advice 
and encouragement has also been 
invaluable in pushing us forward. 
He is de#nitely the biggest patron in 
the country right now and anyone 
privileged to bene#t from his patronage 
should consider themselves lucky.”

Like other budding player-patrons 
including Usman and Bashir Dantata, 
who also stole the limelight by going 
toe-to-toe with traditional high-goal 
heavyweights, Sheri+ is also looking 
forward to ultimately playing high-goal 
challenges like the Charity Shield and 
the Majekodunmi Cup. 

“In the near future I expect to grow 
my stables as my handicap improves 
and more challenges come our way. 
For now I am quite happy with the 
progress of my game and what my 

I am most grateful 
to Adamu Atta 
for the massive 
material support 
he has given our 
team. His advice 
and encouragement 
has also been 
invaluable in 
pushing us 
forward. 

ability has so far earned me. Obviously 
I appreciate the support I have 
received along the way, especially from 
people like Adamu Atta and Tajudeen 
Dantata, who is my captain at the 
Kano Polo Club. Adamu’s lawns at 
Fi!h Chukker are perfect and I enjoy 
playing there very much because of the 
exquisite pitches and the very di+erent 
atmosphere. Tajo also tries really hard 
to make it possible and convenient for 
us to get as much tournament polo 
experience as possible.”

Victory in the Lagos Low Cup may 
have earned Sheri+ and RTC the 
inevitable bask in the polo limelight, 
but this isn’t his #rst taste of public 
attention. A couple of years ago he 
made the Speshworld.com list of hottest 
Arewa bachelors under the age of 30.

up close & personal
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Osa Cookey 
Osa Cookey was #rst exposed to horse 
riding as a child in Vom, Plateau 
State, where his father worked in the 
Veterinary Institute for a couple of 
years. But the experience did not last 
long because the family had to relocate 
back to Port Harcourt when the civil 
war broke out.

In 1992 Bashir Yar’Adua introduced 
him to polo at the Port Harcourt Polo 
Club and he took to the game naturally 
a!er adult years of recreational riding. 
“I just love the thrills and the speed that 
go with the game, especially because it 
requires a lot of skill to be able to hit the 
ball around on a moving pony. I have 
had a very special bond with horses 
since I was a child and I was so closely 
attached to these magni#cent animals 
that I would spend hours every day at 
the stable just to be close to them and 
see to their welfare.

“My favourite tournament has 
always been Jos, for obvious reasons. I 
grew up in that part of the country and 
the tournament, which usually takes 
place during the Christmas holiday, 
gives me that special opportunity to 
reconnect with many of my childhood 
friends. And, of course, the Jos weather 
is awesome. I also love playing in 
Abraka during the Easter holidays 
because it’s an ideal environment to 
spend your holidays or weekends. 

“My idea of polo is not to win every 

 1.
 2.
 3.
 4. time. I pay greater attention to my 

safety and that of the horse, so my best 
game is when I play and dismount 
without injury to myself, my horse or 
my fellow players. Winning is great, 
but not the biggest attraction to me.” 

As one of the oldest and most 
experienced playing members of 
the Port Harcourt club, Cookey has 
ambitions to spend more time training 
and counselling upcoming players. But 
he also intends to continue to enjoy 
playing polo as well as other sports 
that take his fancy. “Before polo, I used 
to play golf, but I have given up on 
that because polo is such an infectious 
sport that quitting was quite di-cult. 
I also love biking – I have been riding 
for over thirty years now and I’m still 
doing it actively. Right now I’m into 
waterskiing, which is quite new in 
Port Harcourt, despite the abundance 
of water. So that is the new sport I’m 
presently promoting and interest is 
growing fast. I have a couple of friends 
who are already into skiing.

“I have had a very special bond with horses 
since I was a child and I was so closely attached 
to these magnificent animals that I would 
spend hours every day at the stable just to be 
close to them and see to their welfare.”

“Apart from the speed involved in 
polo and biking, both require high 
levels of safety, which makes it easier 
for me to do both. I have a large 
collection of bikes from when I started 
riding in my university days, and quite 
a number of polo laurels since I started 
tournament polo with my company 
name, Enigma.

“I have a lot of business interests, 
but basically I’m a carpenter, even 
though my #rst degree was in 
physiology. I’m also into services 
for the oil industry, but I discovered 
that I love making furniture which 
remains my biggest business concern. 
I’m also into importation and sales of 
bikes, boats and accessories and we 
run a workshop, too. Combining polo 
with my businesses has not been easy, 
which explains why I have not been 
able to play as many tournaments. 
But I get by, and with the level of 
convenience of the club right now, 
I intend to make more time for 
practising and playing tournaments.” 
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Hadi Sirika
In his teens and twenties Hadi Sirika 
was a faithful Marxist-Leninist who 
believed in the communist creed of 
equality of classes and egalitarian 
redistribution of wealth. He sni+ed 
at polo as a paragon of bourgeois 
indulgence, and the expensive upkeep 
of polo ponies as nothing other than 
decadent capitalist excess.

Today his views have evolved 
somewhat. Sirika is now a capitalist 
poster boy, progressing from airline 
pilot to entrepreneur with multi-
million dollar interests in aviation, 
airport construction, agriculture and 
commodities. He is also a senator 
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 
representing Katsina North.

Back then, Sirika might have liked 
polo but he never played it and, indeed, 
never even rode a horse. He really did 
reckon playing polo was a waste of 
taxpayers’ money and fell far short of 
expectations for a true socialist.  

Providentially, however, Sirika found 
himself living in Katsina following his 
appointment as General Manager of 
Katsina State Transport Authority. “It 
was almost a barren existence socially 

 1.
 2.
 3.
 4.

and I found it so boring coming back 
from work just to idle away my time. I 
began to put on weight and eventually 
took to jogging around the polo #eld 
to burn away the fat. One day, one 
of my friends, Babangida, said to me 
‘Why don’t you take to horse riding 
because what you get in a whole day 
jogging, you can get that in an hour or 
two riding horses’. He assured me that 
within weeks I would know how to ride 
and in a matter of months I should be 
playing polo.”

Sirika was on horseback within days 
and doing a lot of bush riding. At the 
Kaduna Polo Club friends like Ahmed 
Dasuki encouraged him to pick up 
the mallet and hit the ball. "e #rst 
time he attempted it he promptly fell 
o+ the horse and broke his arm. But 
that setback #red his determination 
the more. “I vowed to play this game 
that had cost me a broken arm, and 
that was it. While I was on my sick 
bed, I bought my saddle, mallet, 
boots and other stu+ needed for the 
game – including the mare I fell o+, 
from its owner, Abdu Dantata. As 
soon as I got out of hospital, I decided 
to take serious riding lessons from 
many people, but principally from 
Adamu Yaro, who took me through the 
rudiments of riding, and Dapo Ojora, 
who showed me the art of playing polo.

“"e thrill of playing is so special 
and ful#lling. Whether you are playing 
in Nigeria or abroad, the excitement is 
as fresh as your #rst day. I have had fun 
and lots of memorable tournaments 
since I started playing tournament 
polo some years back. Moments like 
our #rst Georgian Cup victory, when 
we beat defending champions Kaduna 
El-Amin 10 – 9 in a sudden death 
chukker, certainly stand out.

“A comical experience happened in 
the #nal of the Kaduna Dickenson Cup. 
We were leading by three goals going 
into the fourth of the #ve chukkers, 

“The thrill of playing is so special and fulfilling. 
Whether you are playing in Nigeria or abroad, 
the excitement is as fresh as your first day.”

when our pivot player, Adamu Yaro, 
decided he was not going to continue 
the match unless the name ‘Rubicon’ 
on the scoreboard was replaced with 
‘Lagos Agad’. "e #nal was held up. I 
remember Baba Dantata telling Adamu 
Yaro that Lagos Agad had not entered 
the tournament that year and warned 
that if Rubicon was substituted and 
Agad eventually won the match, the 
cup would not be presented. Adamu 
Yaro eventually got Agad on the 
scoreboard, but my other players were 
furious and refused to play on. I had to 
persuade them to complete the game 
but, as you might guess, our opponents 
capitalised on our confusion and 
eventually won the cup.” 

Sirika’s Abuja stable is a mix of 
Argentine (about 70%), South African 
and Sudanese breeds. "ere’s enough 
horsepower to #eld teams in virtually 
every tournament. His polo hero is 
Bautista Heguy, the front man of the 
legendary Argentine brothers who 
dominated world polo for a generation.

As the o-cial FIP (Federation of 
International Polo) ambassador in 
Nigeria, Sirika reckons the biggest 
challenges facing Nigerian polo are 
the lack of good playing pitches and 
umpiring standards. “Apart from 
one or two private e+orts, we don’t 
have polo pitches in Nigeria. What 
pass for polo #elds in Nigeria could 
be best described as plough grounds 
elsewhere. So the challenge facing the 
polo authorities is to ensure Nigeria 
has standard and good pitches for 
the development of the game. "e 
second thorny issue is umpiring. "e 
challenge of o-ciating has been so 
worrisome because most of those who 
umpire at the various tournaments 
across the country know very little 
about the rules of the game. However, 
I am glad something is being done 
about it with the engagement of 
professional umpires.”
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Sani Umar 
Sani Umar is a 38-year-old civil 
engineer and patron of Kano Susplan 
polo team. He started playing 
tournament polo a!er a lifetime 
riding durbar festival ponies from 
the family stables kept by his father, 
a district head in one of the Kano 
emirates. Since 2009, Umar has 
played and participated in competitive 
tournaments in Kano, Lagos, Ibadan, 
Kaduna, Bauchi and Fi!h Chukker.

“As a very young rider I knew I 
would ultimately go on to play polo 
and I credit my father for encouraging 
me in that direction. I have always 
wanted to play the game at a serious 
level, but my education took a good 
chunk of time and even when I 
graduated from the Ahmadu Bello 
University in Zaria my workload 
and other business commitments 
presented fresh obstacles to my taking 
up the mallet, until I eventually 

 1.
 2.
 3.
 4.

surmounted them and hit the turf a 
little over three years ago. A!er that, 
I started building my stable at the 
racecourse in Kano and went into 
buying horses for my game, and the 
passion and excitement of competitive 
polo has been rising since then.” 

With a modest stable that can power 
Susplan through major tournaments 
across the country, Sani is already 
planning to augment his horsepower 
with Argentine and South African 
ponies as soon as team members 
improve their horsemanship and 
handicap levels enough for high-goal 
polo, where the size and strength of 
those breeds o!en make the much-
needed di+erence in crucial games. 

“My aspirations are quite ambitious. 
In the next three years, I see Kano 
Susplan becoming one of the most 
popular polo out#ts in the country 
and playing in the African Patrons 
Cup #nal, because to me, that stands 
out as one of the most exciting high-
goal tournaments on the continent. 
I also see Susplan becoming a force 
to reckon with in the quest for other 
high-goal trophies such as the Emir of 
Kano Cup, the Majekodunmi Cup and 
the Charity Shield.”

Umar is so passionate about polo 
that no other sport gets as much as a 
look in. “Given my very busy schedules 

“As a very young rider I knew I would ultimately 
go on to play polo and I credit my father 
for encouraging me in that direction.”

I really don’t #nd time for other sports. 
If I’m not playing polo I ride. I love 
riding because this is one hobby I have 
indulged since childhood. My family 
has a long and cherished tradition with 
horses and I love the thrills that go 
with riding, the adrenaline rush and 
the speed component of playing polo.”

At the moment Sani’s favourite 
player is Jamilu Umar, his clubmate 
in Kano. “"is may seem a 
surprising choice, but Jamilu has 
a lot of qualities that make him an 
exceptional polo player. He is calm, 
disciplined and o!en very committed 
to his game. He is one player I know 
that plays better when he is angry. 
Most other players deteriorate 
whenever they lose their temper, but 
not Jamilu.  He doesn’t like to lose 
and never gives up on any game.” 

"e business that funds Susplan 
polo is the haulage company Sani 
set up with his younger brother 
delivering supplies and logistics to 
the construction industry, among 
others. He also runs another project 
management and consultancy 
company. “My business engagements 
take me around the country and 
beyond all year round. "ey are also 
time-consuming as I handle a lot of 
projects across the country, particularly 
in the north-west region of Nigeria.” !
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Whilst Nic was a student studying 
sculpture at the Chelsea College 
of Art, he saw the 5th-century BC 
Head of a Horse of Selene from 
the Parthenon, which is one of 

the Elgin Marbles on display at the British Museum. It 
sparked a lifelong obsession with sculpting the horse’s 
head. His works, sometimes as enormous as 35 feet tall, 
capture the spirit, beauty and majesty of the horse with 
compelling power and fascination. His work is in demand 
by collectors and galleries alike and he exhibits around 
the world in public places such as Marble Arch in London 
and Ascot, Goodwood, Philadelphia and Deauville 
racecourses, as well as in the grounds of many grand 
English houses.  Celebrities who are drawn to his work 
include J.K. Rowling, Tom Cruise and Russell Crowe.

From his workshop in rural England, where he 
has worked for the last 25 years in a converted sheep-
shearing shed on an isolated, windswept hill, Nic creates 
his monumental works of art from clay. He has mastered 

Britain’s most innovative and 
exciting sculptor, Nic Fiddian-
Green is poised once again to 
capture the public’s attention 
with the creation of a new 
striking sculpture of the horse’s 
head. "is piece, the 15-foot 
Trojan Head in Copper, will be 
on display at "e Economist 
Plaza, London as part of his 
summer exhibition in June. 

NIC FIDDIAN-GREEN

Heads Above  the Rest
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NIC FIDDIAN-GREEN

Heads Above  the Rest

Marble Arch
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the ancient “lost wax” technique and carries out the 
process of casting in bronze himself. He then patinates, 
or colours, the piece and with his meticulous methods, 
skills and cra!smanship brings character and life to 
his works that are so admired.  His love, patience and 
commitment are widely accepted and few artists are as 
committed to every part of the elaborate procedure.  As 
well as working in bronze, his pieces are made in clay, 
plaster, beaten lead and marble.

"e compelling attraction of Nic’s work has recently 
seen a huge rise in interest due partly to his colossal 
35-foot “Still Water”, the head of a horse drinking 
at Marble Arch in London. "is is a piece that also 
highlights Nic’s passion and dedication to his art. He 
had been commissioned by Lord and Lady Bamford 
in 2005 to create Still Water, but became seriously ill 
with leukaemia. When his wife, Henrietta, said to Lady 
Bamford that it was unlikely he’d be able to produce 
her work, she said that she would pray for him and he 
could #nish the piece when he was better. Nic recovered, 
having modelled the #rst dra!s in plaster whilst still in 
hospital. "e original piece was #rst installed at Marble 
Arch whilst the Bamfords sought planning permission 
for the work to be installed at Daylesford, their 
country estate in Gloucestershire. "e London public, 
however, wanted it back, so Westminster City Council 
commissioned Nic to produce a copy, which now stands 
proudly beside Marble Arch for all to enjoy.

Nic’s love of history has always been a source of great 
motivation. Much of his current work has been inspired 
by a stunning estate in Italy, Castello di Reschio, where 
he has found inspiration not only from wonderful 
Andalusian horses that are bred and trained there but 
also the smell, the hills and the sense of ancient peace 
that seems to remain from when Saint Francis wandered 
through the landscape, and even back to the time of the 
Etruscans. Nic’s enjoyment of pageantry and historical 
events also includes the Duke of Wellington’s victory 

parade through London in 1815 on his horse Copenhagen 
– the subject of a sculpture he was commissioned to 
create last year for Wellington College in England.

Nic has also planned a procession through London, 
to add a touch of panache to his summer exhibition and 
to give the public a di+erent opportunity to contemplate 
the art of sculpture. His Trojan Head in Copper will be 
drawn through the streets of London to herald Royal 
Ascot, where it will be sited at the Royal Enclosure for 
the week of 18 June. !

Nic Fiddian-Green’s summer exhibition opens on " June 
and runs until #$ July. %e Trojan Head will be on display 
at %e Economist Plaza, St James’s Street, London SW& 
and at Royal Ascot. New carvings in marble of horses’ 
heads modelled on the Italian stallions at Castello di 
Reschio will be at Sladmore Contemporary, '# Bruton 
Place, London W&.
www.nic(ddiangreen.com

Goodwood

Statue and horse at Reschio
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Nic Fiddian-Green at Reschio

Greek head

Greek lifesize bronze

Still Water at Wintleshall
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Ask a Nigerian who the country’s leading 
fashion photographer is, and they’ll 
probably name Kelechi Amadi-Obi. So 
they’ll probably be surprised to learn 
that the country’s leading name in 

fashion photography didn’t start his career in fashion or 
photography, but in drawing and painting. 

As a child, Kelechi Amadi-Obi was obsessed with 
drawing, and from an early age he began reading and 
researching books on visual art and art history. However, 
coming from a family of lawyers (his father had been a 
High Court Judge and his four siblings were all lawyers) he 
followed the obvious choice and studied for a law degree.

But the creative pull was so strong that, in his third 
year as an undergraduate, Kelechi decided he was going 
to be a full-time studio artist. Law school had brought 
him to Lagos and, a!er completing his youth service, he 
settled there and began practising full-time as an artist. 
Kelechi recollects that the art scene at that time was 
amazing, and his experiences were on a par with those 
you might expect in a city like New York.

Kelechi held his #rst charity art exhibition in a 
generous aunt’s sitting room. "e exhibition was 
reasonably successful, raising about two million Naira. 
A!er the exhibition he began to get more commissions, 
and soon he had more clients than he could handle – a 
situation he found unbearable. 

Kelechi quickly realised he could not a+ord the 
time to sketch his paintings in drawing pads, so he 
bought a camera and began taking photographs as 
reference materials for his paintings. “I fell in love with 
photography immediately I saw that I could manipulate 
the picture a!er taking it into the darkroom,” he says. 
Before long he began to exhibit his photographs outside 
Nigeria, everywhere from Mali to Milan.

Kelechi 
Amadi-Obi

The Genius of 
Fashion Photographer 
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"e turning point for Kelechi came when he decided 
to “professionalise” the business of photography. 
Speaking to Ndani TV, he notes that at the time he 
made the decision to own a professional studio, people 
underrated photography. As he explains:

“I said I was going to settle down and start a 
photography business, and make people understand 
that this was a real profession, run it like a real 
business, and use all these skills to solve people’s 
photographic problems.”

Soon, he began to #nd ful#lment in fashion 
photography. “I always loved the fashion photographs 
I used to see in Vogue, Elle and all those other 
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magazines, but there was no fashion magazine in 
Nigeria,” he says. He started taking photographs of 
models, and soon he had a fashion magazine portfolio, 
“with absolutely no client.” His real break came when 
True Love magazine needed fashion photographs, 
and he booked his #rst editorial shoots for a fashion 
magazine. "is culminated into the now acclaimed Style 
Mania magazine, published monthly by Kelechi Amadi-
Obi, and edited by Dimeji Alara. 

Kelechi is convinced that there is a potential 
collaboration between the fashion industry and polo 
as a game. “Polo is a very fashionable game. "ere is 
a sort of culture that goes with it, therefore it comes 
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with its own style, and that is the fashion of it,” he says. 
“It demands a certain way of appearance, and that in 
itself is a fashion statement.” Because of this, he sees a 
seamless $ow between polo and fashion.

Kelechi does concede that the game is quite elitist, 
and has been portrayed as such. However he has ideas 
about how the bridge between the high class and the 
low class can be created. “I believe that culture is learnt. 
Society evolves, and people learn things,” he says, citing 
the example of how India indigenised the game of 
cricket. "e solution to the present situation, Kelechi 
says, “lies in amplifying the publicity”.

Photographers can play a vital role in publicising the 
game, as he points out: “We are storytellers, we tell our 

stories with images. What we do is to show people that 
this happens, that people play polo in Africa, that people 
can a+ord horses, that people can a+ord to spend time 
honing this skill. And we provide evidence that this is 
happening, and that evidence educates the masses.” It is 
no surprise that the ace photographer holds this opinion. 
“I’ve always believed that art is a very powerful medium 
for social engineering, and artists determine the trends.”

Clearly Kelechi Amadi-Obi is a justi#ably well-known 
treasure in the Nigerian creative industry. But is he more 
than just a creative genius? Given his ideas on possible 
collaborations between the game of polo and the fashion 
industry, it will not be too surprising to #nd him with his 
camera at Fi!h Chukker. !
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“Polo is a very fashionable game. There is a sort of culture 
that goes with it, therefore it comes with its own style,  
and that is the fashion of it. It demands a certain way  
of appearance, and that in itself is a fashion statement.”
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The year has already started 
brightly for Ella and Gabby. In 
January the fashion house was 
featured in Vogue as part of a 
piece on international labels to 

watch out for in 2013 – a huge feat considering 
that the brand was launched only a year ago, 
in April 2012.

But while acclaim may appear to have 
come quickly, Adaobi Mgbudem, owner and 
Creative Director of Ella and Gabby, has been 
cultivating a passion for dress-making since 
she sewed her #rst dress at the age of eight for a 
Home Economics class. As she recalls: 

“Right from the beginning, I was consulted 
over anything fashion within my family, even 
though I didn’t go right ahead to take it up as 
a career. I am from a very academic family. 
Everybody was either a doctor or a lawyer 
with a #rst-class brain so I wasn’t given much 
encouragement in the fashion direction. But I 
designed out#ts for friends and family.”

Sticking to the expectations of her middle-
class upbringing, where you are expected to 
pursue a career in a “professional” #eld such 
as medicine, law or engineering, Adaobi 
aspired to become a lawyer. But like most 
young Nigerians who fail to gain admission 

into university to study the course of their 
choice, she ended up settling for a degree in 
foreign languages from the University of Port 
Harcourt. She quickly married a!er leaving 
university and concentrated on raising a 
family. Her degree soon became just proof 
of a higher education, as she embarked on 
becoming an entrepreneur, #rst selling real 
estate from her home and then experimenting 
in the oil and gas business. 

However, her love for fashion remained, 
and in 2010 she started to take short courses 
from the London-based Central Saint Martins 
College of Art and Design, explaining:

“"e fashion industry in Nigeria is a 
fast-growing one right now and I knew that 
I couldn’t just come out and say that I can 
design clothes without any prior professional 
experience or training. So for two years, I 
studied the industry and honed my cra!.”

By 2012, Adaobi decided she was ready to 
set up her own fashion label, taking the name, 
Ella and Gabby, from the nicknames of her two 
young daughters, Chimemella and Gabrielle. 
"e label’s rollout in April was followed by rave 
reviews from fashion and lifestyle blogs such 
as Bella Naija and Ono Bello. And before the 
end of the year, Ella and Gabby had showcased 

its designs at several high-pro#le international 
shows, including the African Fashion Week 
in London. Adaobi also showed at the second 
anniversary of Complete Fashion magazine. 
By December, the fashion house was ready to 
present a second collection. 

Looking at her quick rise in the industry, 
you may expect Adaobi to regret the many 
years she spent pursuing dreams that were not 
hers. But instead she is philosophical: “I don’t 
begrudge my parents for not encouraging me 
in the fashion line especially when they noticed 
I had an interest in it. Everything happens for 
a reason and I don’t dwell in the past. I believe 
there’s a set time for everything.”

She echoes the same pragmatic sentiments 
when talking about her husband’s initial 
misgivings a!er informing him she wanted to 
set up her own fashion house. “He said that 
every woman in Lagos has a tailor at the back 
of their house, and it’s true. You will never 
have people one hundred per cent on your 
side. But I believe in myself so much and never 
have doubts about things I do.” When de#ning 
her target customers, she refers to them as 
“successful, fearless women like me.”

With such self-con#dence, her ambition is 
unsurprisingly on target. She wants to build 

Ella&Gabby

Images by Kelechi Amadi-Obi
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ready-to-wear brands like Zara and Mango. 
“I don’t want to relegate my designs to haute 
couture runway designs,” she says #rmly. “It’s 
going to be exclusively high-end ready to wear. 
Africans are coming to learn the fact that you 
don’t have to go to the market, buy material 
and give it to a tailor to cut and sew for you. 
We should be at the stage where we can walk 
into a store and see something we like, just buy 
it and go.”

Adaobi considers the current location of 
her business within a gated residential area 
in Lekki, Foreshore Estate, one of her major 
challenges. However, based on the recognition 
she has got so far, this doesn’t seem to be 
holding her back. Her dream vision is to one 
day have $agship stores and for her clothes to 
be available in major clothing outlets. 

Adaobi also regrets the fact that she has 
to get all of her raw materials, including the 
Ankara fabric most of her designs are based 

on, from outside Nigeria. As she explains, “"e 
government has not given enough support to 
the fashion industry.”

Still, despite the challenges, Adaobi’s passion 
for her chosen profession is un$agging. She 
even considers it a calling. “"is is me. It is 
something I can do. And it’s not about having 
money and being comfortable enough at a 
certain point in my life to go into it. "ere are 
some young designers who did not have money 
to start with but have been able to make it. God 
has given all of us a talent. It’s le! for you search 
in your heart for what you are good at and once 
you are on the right track, success come like 
this!” she exclaims with a snap of her #ngers. 

Adaobi hasn’t had any real rest since April 
2012 and with her third collection set to roll 
out, it doesn’t look like life will be slowing 
down for her any time soon. But with a nod 
from Vogue it certainly seems that all her hard 
work and passion for fashion is paying o+. !

“We should be at the 
stage where we can 
walk into a store and 
see something we like, 
just buy it and go.”
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When Elizabeth Taylor, Oscar-
winning actress and owner of one 
of the world’s most impressive 
jewellery collections, saw a 
display of Chatila jewellery in the 

Dorchester Hotel in London, she asked for a meeting 
with Marwan Chatila. As head of one of the oldest 
jewellery houses in the world and an established expert 
in rare diamonds and precious and semi-precious stones, 
Marwan was perfectly quali#ed to advise Elizabeth on 
adding to her collection. 

We meet Marwan in Chatila’s $agship London store on 
Old Bond Street. "e elegant boutique has been in the 
same location since 1987 and is surrounded by a 
glamorous mixture of jewellers, elite fashion houses and 
high-end art galleries. Marwan has run the store since it 
opened and has seen big changes to the jewellery trade 
during his time there.

“In 1987 it was a completely di+erent world,” says 
Marwan. “A lot of big brands weren’t around. It was 
mainly shops of old English family jewellers specialising 
in antique jewellery. Unfortunately they le! and the big 
international companies came and took their place.”

Yet somehow Chatila manages to possess both  
these qualities, being an international company  
with a principal showroom in Geneva and, at the  
same time, a close, family-run business, led by  
Marwan, his father Nicolas and two younger brothers, 
Edward and Carlos. 

"e Chatilas are a Lebanese family and their 
involvement in the business dates back to 1860. 
“Jewellery making was always a big industry in Lebanon,” 
explains Marwan. “Even during the darkest days of the 
war, it was the only industry that kept going because you 
could operate underground with a few benches.” 

Chatila has clearly come a long way since “a few 
benches” and now o+ers a personalised service selling 
exclusive jewellery and masterpiece watches to an 
international clientele including celebrities and elite and 
a5uent members of society. However, the family-run 
aspect of their work is still a source of pride.

“We are a one hundred per cent family company,”  
says Marwan, “so any time you walk into a Chatila  
store you are most likely to be dealing with somebody 
from the family.” 

Despite growing up surrounded by precious stones, 
becoming a jeweller wasn’t a huge ambition for Marwan 
at #rst. “When you are growing up, every six months you 
change your mind. It wasn’t something that I was 
passionate about from a young age, to be honest.” But the 
attraction of working for the family business grew and, 
a!er completing a degree in International Business at the 
American University in Paris, he went on to graduate 
from the Gemmological Institute of America before 
joining the family #rm in 1984.

As well as managing the London store, Marwan is 
closely involved in the design aspect of his business. “You 
have to look at everything, approve every single design,” 

Marwan Chatila, jeweller extraordinaire, speaks to 
Fi!h Chukker about his passion for gemstones.

Marwan Chatila

White diamond necklace 
with marquise diamond, 
with a total diamond
weight of 108 carats 
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he says. And for Chatila’s customers, the bene#ts of 
dealing with someone who has such a huge passion for 
and experience with jewels cannot be underestimated: 
Marwan displays an impressive insight into his clients’ 
needs and seems to know instinctively what they are 
looking for. 

“It’s difficult to define how it works,” he admits. 
“Our clients range from a young engaged couple who 
are looking for their only diamond purchase that is 
going to last them for the rest of their lives, to 
extremely wealthy collectors who buy jewellery 20 or 
25 times a year. For many people buying jewels can be 
what the French call a ‘coup de foudre’ (love at first 
sight), where there’s something in the window and 
they have to own it.”

He turns to a stunning necklace set with cultured 
pearls and diamonds. “Something like this would 
probably be worn at a wedding, possibly a gi! for the 
bride from her father, her future husband, or the family 
of her future husband,” he says. "en, indicating a 
beautiful pair of earrings inlaid with colourful, 
semi-precious stones: “"is is more ‘shopping in 
Harrods’ type of jewellery.”

Many of Chatila’s clients are, like the late Elizabeth 
Taylor, serious jewellery collectors. “At a certain level 
buying gems is an investment decision rather than a 
gi! from a man to a woman,” explains Marwan, 
showing us a very rare 53-carat intense yellow diamond 
necklace that “will probably sell for #ve million 
dollars”. "e Chatila family has an impressive jewel 
collection of their own, which includes an extremely 
rare red diamond. Five or six years ago, Chatila owned 
and sold the 57-carat Rangoon Splendour, the largest 
ruby ever mined in Burma.

Sourcing $awless stones is fundamental to Chatila’s 
reputation. “We have 50 or 60 sources from all over the 
world,” says Marwan. “We don’t own mines, but we have 
a good relationship with mining companies and with the 
governments in Africa.” 

Surrounded by such magni#cent pieces of jewellery 
every day, does Marwan have any personal favourites? 
“I’m old fashioned,” he admits. “I like diamonds, of all 
colours.” Coloured diamonds shine brightly from many 
of Chatila’s designs, and are a popular feature of their 
work. “Settings are important,” Marwan continues. “"e 
rarer the stone, the simpler the setting, usually. If the 
stone is perfect then there’s no reason to detract from the 
beauty with a man-made design.” 

Marwan and his wife, Azia, are generous supporters of 
children’s charities, including CLIC Sargent and SOS 
Children’s Villages. Marwan recognises that, when 
attending fundraising events, “you see a lot more 
jewellery now than you did 20 years ago. When you go to 
parties you see some serious jewellery being worn.” "is, 
he believes, is because “there’s so much foreign in$uence 
and new money in$uence, even the conservative English 
mentality is changing as regards jewellery.”

Whatever the changes in fashion, one thing about 
jewellery will always stay the same. For, despite  
Marwan Chatila’s rich family history, impeccable 
quali#cations and considerable experience, “nobody  
has found a replacement for a diamond ring yet, you 
know – fortunately!” !
www.chatila.com

“Settings are important. 
The rarer the stone, the 
simpler the setting, usually. 
If the stone is perfect 
the there’s no reason to 
detract from the beauty 
with a man-made design.”
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Sapphire bead 
and diamonds 

tassel 
eardrops. 
Sapphires 

95.25 carats, 
diamonds

9.07 carats.

Diamond necklace set with a 
total of 155.27 carats of fancy 

cut diamonds.

“Royal Diamond” by Chatila ladies’ diamond  
set bracelet watches in 18ct gold 

Diamond-set, 18 carat yellow gold 
“Due” watch on silk straps with 

pink and yellow sapphire invisible 
set dials. Available in other colours

Kunzites, citrine and 
diamond necklace and 

earrings. Semi-precious 
stones 123.52 carats, 

diamonds 6.51 carats.  
Earrings semi-precious 

stones 21.44 carats, 
diamonds 1.16 carats.

luxury listChatila
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E-mail maureenikemsunnyrose@gmail.com | Facebook Maureen Ikem Sunny Rose  
Twitter MI_Sunny_Rose  

Sunny Rose was established in 2006 as an accessories  
and handbag company. Its ready-to-wear collection  

for Spring/Summer 2013 will be exclusively  
showcased at Fifth Chukker.
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Italian fashion 
supremo Roberto 
Cavalli and Vogue 

Italia’s Editor-in-Chief 
Franca Sozzani both 
have their eye on the 
,ourishing Nigerian 

fashion scene. 

Earlier this year the 
duo visited Lagos to 
explore opportunities 
for collaboration 
amid a growing sense 

of anticipation that the #rst Cavalli 
store might open on Nigerian soil.

Cavalli and Sozzani visited 
several designers and their 
studios, along with models, 
bloggers and retailers in their 
quest to understand the market 
better. "ey were also guests of 
honour at a UN dinner hosted by 
the Wellbeing Foundation Africa 
to support the UN Secretary-
General’s Every Woman Every 
Child Africa campaign.

As fashion insiders are still 
buzzing with excitement, we 
bring you Roberto Cavalli’s 
latest lavish collection depicting 
seduction. Its roots lie in Cavalli’s 
love of art and cra!smanship 
from the days when he was a 
student at the State Institute of 
Art in his home town of Florence.

It re$ects his personal heritage 
– his grandfather was Giuseppe 
Rossi, a painter of the Macchiaioli 
movement whose work is in 
the U-zi Gallery. In this latest 
collection, Roberto marks a return 
to the original criteria and purity 
of manual artistry in the weaves, 
designs and colours of his clothes.

The craftsmanship extends 
to the profusion of sequins, 
sparkles, studs and small chains 
used on the fabrics and leathers 
for a captivating and sensual 
“armour” effect. 

"e colours represent a fusion 
ranging from black-white-silver 
to magenta, cobalt blue and 
aquamarine, with tones of violet 
and fuchsia, and then black with 
gold inlays. 

Flora and fauna, as seen in the 
masterpieces of Caravaggio and 
Rubens, have been revisited and 
reinterpreted to create fabrics that, 
through a plissé e+ect, become 
cubist fantasies.

Roberto Cavalli dresses are 
created for extraordinary women 
who are con#dent, who love 
themselves and who have an 
intense desire to be loved. !

ImpressDress to

Roberto Cavalli with Nigerian models
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Dating from 1984, the St. Moritz Polo World Cup on 
Snow is the most prestigious and highest-level winter 
polo tournament on snow, attracting 10-goal players 
from all over the world. Four teams, with handicaps 
between 15 and 18, battle it out for the Cartier Trophy 

at an altitude of 1,800 metres above sea level, a testing environment 
for both players and horses.

With a stunning backdrop of the Engadine Valley, the teams – Cartier, 
BMW, Ralph Lauren and Deutsche Bank represented by Sal Oppenheim 
– play for the Deutsche Bank Trophy, the Swiss Jet Trophy, the Hotel 
Ste+ani Trophy, the Nespresso Trophy, the Veuve Clicquot Trophy, the 
St. Moritz Trophy and #nally the Cartier Trophy. 

In front of a glamorous crowd of 12,000 spectators, this year’s winning 
team was Jonathan Munro Ford’s Cartier team, which included Max 
Charlton, Nacho Gonzalez and Chris Hyde, voted the World Polo 
Tour’s Most Valuable Player. "ey fought o+ BMW’s Lucas Labat, 
Bautista Ortiz de Urbina and Ignacio Tillous in a tight #nal that saw 
Cartier change tactics in the #rst half to put pressure on BMW’s 
defence. Despite a superb e+ort by BMW that threatened Cartier 5 – 4, 
Cartier came through in the fourth chukker with a superb defence that 
prevented BMW from scoring the equaliser.

MATCH REPORT:  
VICTORY THROUGH STAMINA AND TEAM SPIRIT 

Both sides had a quiet #rst chukker, with Cartier scoring the only 
goal – a penalty conversion by Hyde. However, come the second 
chukker, the game really started to hot up. Following another penalty 
conversion, Hyde received a brilliant hit up #eld by teammate Max 
Charlton and with controlled precision Hyde put the ball between 
the posts. Nacho Gonzalez followed this up with the team’s fourth 
goal. Finally, Lucas Labat managed to get a goal on the scoreboard for 

BMW, converting a di-cult 40-yard penalty. But Hyde, who was on 
outstanding form, and 22-year-old Charlton came $ying into action 
to secure another goal before half time. 

To the spectators in the packed stands, it looked as though it was 
already all over for BMW. Although they had beaten Cartier just 24 
hours earlier, Cartier had clearly changed their tactics for the #nal. 
BMW’s three Argentine pros – Ortiz de Urbina, Labat and Tillous – 
were still as strong as the day before, but Cartier’s defence shut them 
down and denied them vital opportunities at goal. 

However, a!er some words exchanged at half time, BMW came back 
out with renewed energy and better play. Labat and Tillous made a perfect 
play and, getting past Gonzalez, Tillous put the ball between the posts. 
BMW patron Andreas Knapp Voith could have had his moment of glory 
a!er having possession of the ball right in front of goal, but he $u+ed it 
and the ball went out of play. All was not lost, however, as Ortiz de Urbina 
slotted the ball through the posts before the end of the third chukker. 

With Ortiz de Urbina scoring again at the start of the #nal chukker, it 
was starting to look dangerous for Cartier. "ey had let their foot o+ the 
gas in the third chukker and needed to work hard to prevent BMW from 
scoring the equaliser. And they did just that – with neither BMW nor 
Cartier managing to score again, Cartier could let out a sigh of relief and 
celebrate their win. 

“"e #nal was unbelievable,” said Cartier’s Nacho Gonzalez. “We got 
away in the #rst two chukkers but I just knew they were going to come 
back and they did. But we got there in the end. We changed our tactics 
a!er losing yesterday – Max and Chris put more pressure on them when 
they were hitting in and I started running back more and picking up the 
runners. We played a great game. 

“"e key to winning a match is to anticipate not only your opponent’s 
next move but also the one a!er that, wherever possible; and on the 
snow, a little bit of luck sometimes comes in handy.”

It’s hard to believe, in the intense Kaduna heat, that polo can be as much fun in the 
snow. Who wants to don warm clothing in sub-zero temperatures to play on a frozen 
lake? But that’s the nature of the game in St. Moritz, the high-altitude Swiss resort 
where the rich and famous have taken their leisure for the last 100 years.

IT’S POLO – snow joke!
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“It was an absolutely fantastic 
#nal,” Jonathan Munro Ford 
added. “Everything we wanted to 
do panned out and we are over 
the moon.”

GLAMOUR AND GLITZ IN THE 
MOUNTAINS

But even for experienced 
professionals, Snow Polo requires 
nerves of steel and consummate 
skill. "e game is played on 
compacted snow on Lake St. 
Moritz, with a larger and brightly-
coloured ball to stand out in the 
white surroundings. 

For the horses, the icy conditions 
could be treacherous, so their hoofs 
are protected with ice nails, like 
spikes on running shoes, for added 
traction while hoof pads are placed 
between the shoe and the hoof to 
cushion and prevent the build-up 
of snow. "icker winter coats on 
the ponies provide insulation, and 
a!er playing they are covered in 
lightweight, breathable blankets 
rather than thick rugs so they can 
cool down and dry slowly.

Polo Ralph Lauren’s Nacho 
Figueras was one of the star 
attractions at the event. It was 
the #rst time that the brand had 
sponsored a team in St. Moritz 
and the Argentine is always a big 
crowd-puller. Voted the second 
most handsome man of 2009 a!er 
Robert Pattinson (but ahead of 
Brad Pitt), the face of Polo Ralph 
Lauren’s Black Watch label has 
become a global star. 

“My biggest dream is to get 
more people to watch polo,” says 
Nacho, who was introduced to 
polo by his father’s college friend 
when he was nine. “It has all the 
ingredients – it’s fast, normally in 
beautiful locations, with horses, 
action and even accidents. It is 
complicated and can be expensive 
for those who don’t have access 
to horses, but if you have the 
opportunity to watch, it’s fun.”

Next year the St. Moritz Polo 
World Cup on Snow is celebrating 
its 30th anniversary from 30 
January to 2 February. "e game 
is also played in Italy, France, 
Austria, Argentina, Russia, 
the USA and now China, but 
arguably the best tournament is 
the original, with its breathtaking 
combination of glitz, glamour and 
skill high up in the Swiss Alps. !
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Banke Kuku
London’s Hottest New Interior Designer

"ere’s a new name on the lips of 
London’s stylesetters this season, 
Nigeria-born Banke Kuku. From Elle 
Decoration to Vogue, the plaudits are 
pouring in as her vibrant Ankara-style 
fabrics are *nding their way into the 
chicest homes in the capital.
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“With digital 
printing you can 
have as many colours 
as you want – there 
is no restriction.”

Banke draws inspiration from the abundant colours and 
sights of her native country and translates them into rich 
patterns that evoke the sights and sounds of Nigeria. 
Working from her studio in West London, she creates 
glorious intricate fabrics that rushed o+ the shelves when 

they were #rst stocked in Selfridges.
“"e Selfridges’ buyers originally bought the black and white 

cushions, thinking the monochrome palette would complement the 
current taste for neutrals. "ey added just a few coloured ones and they 
sold out immediately, to everyone’s surprise,” says Banke, who moved to 
the UK when she was eight years old. 

Now she is in the process of designing a second collection that will 
be in store in the next few months, concentrating on her trademark 
colourful prints, including the Delta design, which is inspired by the 
deep colours of the Niger Delta.

Her print designs have also graced the catwalks of London, Paris and 
New York and her woven interior fabrics have participated in furniture 
shows from Milan to Africa. Her latest fashion prints for Virgo’s Lounge 
can soon be seen on ASOS.com.

A!er graduating from Central Saint Martins and Chelsea College of 
Art & Design, Banke went to work for Duro Olowu, the London-based 
fashion designer known for his bright hues and savvy prints. She went 
on to produce fabrics for Jewel by Lisa, Ti+any Amber, Jasmine di Milo 
and Burberry before deciding to specialise in her #rst love, interiors.

For her interior designs she works with silks, suedes and rich cotton, 
using the new medium of digital printing which is durable, cost e+ective 
and can be done in the UK. “With digital printing you can have as many 
colours as you want – there is no restriction,” she says.

Her clients include Prince Albert Esiri, for whom she created two 
bespoke chaises that now have pride of place in Abraka. Working 
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with a furniture designer, Banke can produce individual pieces to a 
client’s direct specification. 

“I am passionate about textiles,” says Banke, who has even written a 
book on Nigerian textiles. When she is in Nigeria she regularly visits 
textile mills and is determined to encourage the rebuilding of the textile 

industry as a means of regaining Nigeria’s traditional aesthetics. “I 
do plan to work in the Nigerian textile industry eventually but 
I’m waiting for the right time and opportunity,” she says. In the 
meantime she is conquering London as the Queen of Colour. !

www.bankekuku.com

“The Selfridges’ buyers originally 
bought the black and white cushions, 

thinking the monochrome palette 
would complement the current taste 

for neutrals. They added just a few 
coloured ones and they sold out 

immediately, to everyone’s surprise.” 
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SUPERCARS 
Choose your Ride

MCLAREN P1 Unveiled at the 2013 Geneva Motor Show, the McLaren P1 is designed for the track, developed for the road. Under the 
bonnet lies a mid-mounted 3.8-litre twin-turbo V8 petrol engine, combined with a KERS electric motor, that accelerates from 
0 to 100km/h in less than 3 seconds and has a top speed electronically limited to 350km/h.

With an optimum mix of superb throttle response, day-to-day drivability and top speed, the McLaren P1 can be driven 
solely in electric mode. It has RaceActive chassis control, front underbody flaps and active rear wing with DRS.

Production is strictly limited to 375, and it costs from £866,000 on the road.
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Whether your taste is for the prancing horse, the sleek McLaren or the stately Bentley, 
there are plenty of supercars to tempt your pocket. Here we select some of the latest 

models, high-end high-performance cars that are as much at home in the city as they 
are on the open road. With more than enough horsepower under the bonnet, they are 

the ultimate ride. Take your wallet out, put your foot down and enjoy!
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GTA SPANOOnly 99 examples of this extraordinary Spanish supercar will be built to order and several world patents have been 
obtained. With a panoramic glass roof with high armour-plating absorption capacity, and twin trapezium suspension, this is 
a car that can meet the most extreme challenges. It has a V10, 8.4-litre engine in a longitudinal rear position. Its maximum 
speed is more than 350 km/h and it can accelerate from 0 to 100 km/h in 2.9 seconds.

Price: !690,000 plus tax
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BENTLEY CONTINENTAL GT SPEED CONVERTIBLE The GT Speed Convertible is the most stylish of Bentleys and the fastest 
four-seat convertible in the world. Performance, stability and refinement are 
hallmarks of this elegant car that achieves 0–100km/h in 4.4 seconds and has a 
top speed of 325km/h. The W12 engine and powertrain is more responsive in 
low-speed driving than its Speed predecessor, and just as fuel-efficient as the 
W12 Continental GT. With a four-layer fabric hood, the Continental GT Speed 
Convertible has the profile of a high-performance Bentley coupé with searing 
power and precise handling.

Price: £167,900

PORSCHE 911 GT3 The latest edition of this innovative high-revving, flat-six 3.8-litre engine car was unveiled at the Geneva Motor Show. With 
475 bhp, it has a seven-speed PDK double-clutch gearbox and achieves 0–100km/h in 3.5 seconds. With a chassis adapted 
specifically for the racetrack and rear-axle steering fitted as standard, it’s perfect for urban racers.

Price: £100,540
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FERRARI LAFERRARI The 963bhp mid-mounted, direct-injection 6.3-litre V12-KERS hybrid is an evolution of the F12 Berlinetta’s mighty unit, and 
it’s hooked up to a dual-clutch gearbox. Made of four different types of carbon fibre, the LaFerrari goes from 0 to 100km/h 
in under 3 seconds, and 0 to 200km/h in less than 7. With a Formula 1-style cockpit and dramatic wing doors, only 499 of 
these will be built. 

Price: £1m

ROLLS-ROYCE WRAITH The ultimate gentleman’s Gran Turismo, the Rolls-Royce Wraith oozes luxury with its Canadel panelling and yacht-like 
interior. Voice-activated connectivity reveals the “on-board valet” and it debuts Satellite Aided Transmission to select the 
correct gear for the terrain ahead. The elegant fastback design hints at the dynamic prowess of the most powerful Rolls-
Royce ever: 624 bhp/465 kW, 800 Nm from 1,500 rpm; 0–100km/h in 4.6 seconds.

Price: from !245,000
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LaFerrari – "e closest you’ll get to an F1 car on the road

FERARRI 
Focus on
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With Formula 1 drivers 
Fernando Alonso 
and Felipe Massa on 
hand to give technical 
advice, it’s no surprise 

that the LaFerrari represents Ferrari’s 
most ambitious project yet.  It pushes the 
boundaries of technology on a road car, 
drawing together the finest expression of the 
marque’s technical capabilities in both GT 
and Formula 1 engineering.

It boasts the most extreme performance 
ever achieved by a Ferrari production car and 
features the most advanced and innovative 
technical solutions which will, in the future, 
#lter down to the rest of the Ferrari range. 
With production limited to just 499 examples 
(and a price tag of a cool £1m), the LaFerrari 
continues the #rm’s tradition of building 
uncompromising performance cars for a small 
number of highly discerning clients. 

"e LaFerrari is the #rst-ever car with 
hybrid technology to come out of Maranello. 
Despite having the same wheelbase and overall 
length as the Enzo, the LaFerrari incorporates 
the hybrid system and the F1 dual-clutch 
gearbox plus their cooling systems. In other 
words, thanks to some extremely meticulous 

and ingenious engineering and design work, 
the running gear of two cars is cleverly 
packaged in the same space as previously 
occupied by just one. 

"e LaFerrari’s architecture represents 
the pinnacle of innovation even by Ferrari’s 
legendary standards. "e objective was to 
increase aerodynamic e-ciency, deliver ideal 
weight distribution, lower the car’s centre of 
gravity as far as possible and, most importantly 
of all, seamlessly integrate the new hybrid 
system. All of this and more has been achieved 
without impinging on cabin space, comfort or 
accessibility.  

"e LaFerrari’s driving position is an 
entirely new concept and draws heavily on 
F1. Both Fernando Alonso and Felipe Massa 
were directly involved in its development, 
resulting in a functional cockpit that is track-
inspired, delivering the perfect marriage of 
tradition and modernity. "e ergonomics of 
the LaFerrari’s driving position actually turn 
conventional road car concepts on their head 
and has a design normally seen only in racing 
cars: the seat is #xed but both the steering 
wheel and pedal box are highly adjustable to 
accommodate the driver’s preferred position. 

So raise the chequered $ag!  !
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Fairway to Heaven
With plenty of course diversity, from rocky browns and old rubber 

plantations to lush coastal greens, Nigerian golf o+ers plenty for 
scratch golfers and high-handicappers alike, says Sarah Woods. 
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Much has been written about the huge 
potential of Nigeria as the giant of Africa 
– yet, until now, little of this has focused 
on Nigerian golf. As famous as Nigeria 
is on the global sporting stage for its 

athletes and football players, its gol#ng scene remains 
one of the world’s best sports secrets – but not for long. 

With several new golf courses under development, 
and rumours of a dozen more at discussion stage, 
Nigeria is poised to become one of Africa’s hottest 
gol#ng destinations – a by-product of the nation’s 
burgeoning a5uent suburbs and wealthy middle class. 
Swish new designer stores, plush spas and high-class 
restaurants – not to mention Nigeria as the location 
of the second-largest Stock Exchange in Africa – are 
symbols that echo success. So too is golf.

In 2012, the Cross River State government announced 
plans to invest over $200 million in a new golf course. 
In the same year, golf in Nigeria received another 
mammoth boost when the Director-General of the 
Nigeria Tourism Development Corporation (NTDC), 
Otunba Olusegun Runsewe, signed a deal with the 

Professional Golfers Association of America (PGA) 
Tour to promote and develop the game on Nigerian soil. 
According to a report by the Oxford Business Group, 
golf tourism in Nigeria is worth around $17.5 billion – a 
huge incentive for the NTDC to pinpoint key areas ripe 
for golf development. A 2013 NTDC partnership with the 
publishers of Preferred Golf magazine, an international 
guide for the leisure sport, looks set to provide Nigerian 
golf facilities with global promotion – a sure sign of 
things to come.

Today, Nigeria has around 70 golf courses – almost 
40% more than just a decade ago – that o+er golfers 
a contrasting range of terrains on which to play, from 
courses carved out of rocky steppes and bird-#lled 
mangrove forests to bunker-scattered urban courses and 
sea-facing fairways hemmed in by palm-trimmed coastal 
sands. Domestic demand is high: most of Nigeria’s 
courses have a waiting list for memberships, a clear 
measure of a society’s aspirations. However, to establish 
itself as an international gol#ng destination, the Nigerian 
golf scene will need to work on its queues for tee-times 
– a major frustration for the oil executives and bankers 
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Professional Golfers’ Association of Nigeria (PGA)
Tel: +234 802 3014586, +234 706 0807330
www.pganigeria.com 

Kids Golf International
Developing golf in Nigeria and West Africa through 
tournaments and training programmes for children 
aged 5–18 years. 
www.nigeriankidsgolf.org 

Nigeria Golf Federation
Tel: +234 1 5456209
E-mail: nigeriagolffederation@yahoo.com 

that turn up and have to wait to practise their swing. 
Yet it isn’t just Nigeria’s moneyed elite that get to do 

battle with tricky doglegs and lightning-fast greens – a 
number of community initiatives centre on the golf 
course, such as school-age #rst-touch golf development 
project Starting New At Golf (SNAG) and a teen-golf 
programme run by the Oore of Moba land, Oba James 
Adedapo Poopola, and funded by Prince Anyikaye and 
sport philanthropists in Ekiti State. In 2012, Nigeria’s very 
#rst indoor golf centre, Gol!eq, opened in Lagos to o+er 
everyone – including kids aged #ve to twelve – expert 
gol#ng tuition. An increasing awareness that romancing 
the club and ball requires patience, passion and integrity 
– not necessarily a bulging wallet – has seen its popularity 
soar with a greater number of “ordinary” Nigerians as 
well as the a5uent elite. 

Currently on every gol#ng Nigerian’s lips, the Lakowe 
Lakes Golf & Country Estate has excited golfers of 
every handicap Nigeria-wide with its 92 hectares of 
beautifully manicured lawn that includes multiple 
tees, generously wide fairways, bunkers and greens to 
challenge all levels and skills. As the latest addition to 
Nigeria’s growing portfolio of golf courses, the 18-hole 
layout has a par rating of 72 with two returning loops of 
9 holes each with four par 5s, four par 3s and ten par 4s. 
Even in its infancy, Lakowe Lakes has already worked 
its seductive charms on top professionals and amateur 
players alike – and looks set to bolster international 
tourism e+orts. At the time of writing, construction 
is still ongoing at the Club House, Golf Academy and 
Sports Club – although this has in no way slowed a 
rapid take-up of membership and corporate packages. 

High demand continues to be the order of the day 
at established courses such as Ikeja Golf Club, IBB 

International Country Club and Ikoyi Golf Club too, 
where a loyal clientele enjoy top-notch facilities and 
available tee times are snapped up like gold dust. 

So what next for Nigerian golf? With golf now a 
con#rmed feature of the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Olympic 
Games, there are already plans for a golf tournament 
for West African youth players to see what raw talent 
can be unearthed. Golf was last a part of the Olympic 
programme in 1904 – when the US and Canada where 
the only two competing nations – so Africa’s gol#ng 
countries are keen to make their mark in Brazil. At 
least 30 countries from all continents are expected to be 
represented in both the men’s and women’s competitions. 
Nigeria’s world-class teenage golfers Femi Pedro and 
Anita Uwadia are both strong contenders for the nation’s 
Olympic squad – with considerable hopes pinned on 
their ability to secure greater levels of sponsorship from 
the Nigerian government and sporting philanthropists, 
so watch this space… !
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Lakowe Golf Course
Tel: +234 704 5677634, +234 1 4488285
www.lakowelakes.com 
Designed by PGA pro and golf course 
architect Robert O’Friel, this par-72, 18-
hole course 25 minutes outside Lagos 
incorporates unspoilt coastal forest 400 
metres from the waves of the Atlantic Ocean.

IBB International Country Club, Abuja
Tel: +234 9 523 2015, +234 9 523 4140 
www.ibbgolfclubnigeria.com
18-hole 6,098-metre parkland course 
bisected by streams, ponds and lakes and 
25 bridges and spanning over 100 hectares. 
Built in 1990. 

Air Assault Golf Club
Email: info@airassaultgolf.com 
www.airassaultgolf.com 
Popular 18-hole oil industry tournament 
course in Rivers State established  
26 years ago.

Port Harcourt Golf Club
www.thephclub.org
Large leisure complex with 18-hole “all 
green” course and a bar/clubhouse plus 
pool, gym and football facilities.

Ikeja Golf Club
Tel: +234 1 7937200, +234 81 24665557
www.ikejagolfclub.com
Built in the 1960s, this par-71, 5,272-metre 
18-hole green Lagos golf course spans  
10 acres. 

MicCom Golf Hotels
Tel: +234 1 7404002
www.miccomgolfhotels.com
Picturesque 18-hole all-green golf course 
in Ada, Osun State, set amongst tranquil 
forests with natural hazards.

Le Méridien Ibom Golf Club in Nigeria
Tel: +234 706 4078224 
www.lemeridienibom.com
Playing at Le Méridien in Akwa Ibom 
is a challenge with obstacles requiring 
deft navigation, mountains to climb and 
curvaceous terrain that demands skilful  
club selection.

Ikoyi Golf Club 
Tel: +234 1 2695133
www.ikoyigolf.com
18-hole Lagos course with an impressive 
juniors programme, together with high 
demand for tee times and a year-round 
calendar of events, tournaments and 
competitions such as Texas Scramble.

Elizade Golf Course
Tel: +234 810 1563682, +234 815 8355812
This stunning 18-hole course is set amongst 
cocoa plantations on the outskirts of Akure, 
Ondo State – with striking views from the 
7th hole on the island green. 

NIGERIA’S INSPIRATIONAL 
HACKERS

With an estimated 500,000 regular players, 
Nigeria’s golfing scene is slowly developing 
its youth talent for future championships. 
The following are success stories from grass 
roots golf and are often cited as inspiration 
for upcoming amateur players: Kingsley 
Oparaku, Francis Isuku, Sam Agbeyegbe, 
Emeka Obi 



94

adventures in sport

EXTREME
Nigeria!

Nigeria’s growing number of white-knuckle adventure options o+ers thrill-seekers 
numerous adrenalin-surging escapades, from climbing the “Mountain of Death” to 
sport *shing, jeep escapades and two-wheel descents on Nigeria’s dramatic terrain.

For fun-#lled daredevil pursuits, 
look no further than Nigeria, 
where the landscape o+ers 
countless exciting, blood-pumping 
adventures. Deep, clear waters 

provide a fantastic opportunity for underwater 
discovery, from scuba-diving the sponge-
scattered plunging depths to snorkelling in the 
shallows over powdery sands. Speed freaks are 
spoilt for choice by dozens of high-velocity 
water and land-based sports quests such as a 
heart-stopping, bumpy bash across plunging 
valleys and gorges by 4x4. Trek up high into 
the Mandara Mountains along perilous rock-
strewn trails, paddle a kayak in crocodile-
inhabited waters or venture out onto high seas 
for a battle with mammoth sail#sh – but watch 
out for African thorn and roaming cattle. 

WHEEL SPINS AND JEEP THRILLS 
Undulating deep, sensuous curves and death-defying gorges typify 
the terrain of the picturesque Mambilla Plateau on the Adamawa 
Highland. Lofty grasslands at 1,524 metres flanked by dense, dark 
forests necessitate thick jumpers, gloves and flasks of hot drinks 
due to gusts of chilly wind. Forming a stark contrast to the rugged, 
rocky peaks of the surrounding countryside, the glorious oh-so-
green scenery of the Mambilla Plateau, with its rounded slopes, is a 
favourite with intrepid 4x4 explorers. Unmade roads, with potholes 
the size of mini-vans, make a robust vehicle essential. You’ll also 
need to pack all the basics, such as camping gear, unless you stay 
overnight in one of the plateau’s few hotels. Excruciating gear-
crunching is inevitable on the bumpy, bone-juddering descents and 
climbs that hurl passengers around like rag dolls. Spine-tingling tips, 
teeters and skids result from hair-raising bends but are all part of the 
fun once you’ve left the Yola Airport road. With its gasp-inducing, 
ever-changing panoramas across cattle ranches and tea plantations, 
sightseeing the Mambilla Plateau by 4x4 ranks high amongst the 
world’s great tourism adventures. Faint-hearted? Don’t try it – unless 
you appreciate the pleasure of near-death experiences. 



KAYAKING AT CALABAR BEACH
With its rugged, wave-soaked coastline stretching 
850 km and succession of secluded sandy 
beaches, Nigeria has long been visited by nautical 
adventurers skirting the shore in vessels weathered 
by the high seas. Canoes have been used for 
transport to navigate the lagoon villages since 
ancient times. Today, in Calabar Beach in the 
country’s south-east, white water torrents offer an 
altogether more invigorating paddle across choppy 
rapids in drenching sea spray and out through 
gaps in the rocks in a voyage of seafaring bravado. 
Strong currents, eddies and surging pulls provide 
a challenge to inexperienced paddlers who can 
journey by blade power to the swamp-hemmed 
mouth of the new Calabar River, stretching two 
miles long by 500 ft wide. Here, amongst reptile-
rich marshlands, canoeists can revel in a mystical 
adventure in the company of crocodiles as they 
battle against tidal sweeps and underwater 
obstructions to reach the sanctuary of the soft 
sands of the beach. Really keen to celebrate the 
canoe? Then visit Calabar Beach at Christmastime 
to join the nimble, deft precision of some of 
Nigeria’s finest paddlers in an exciting series of 
competitive events as part of the Calabar Christmas 
Carnival at the Marina Resort. 
Nigeria Rowing Canoe and Sailing Federation 
Tel: +234 705 5977346 
Email: nigyfed@yahoo.com

SWOOPING BIRD BEASTS
In the unspoilt wilderness regions of Nigeria 
yet to be sullied by vehicle emissions, the 
largest birds of prey – including hawks, 
eagles, kites and harriers – can still be 
found. With their fearsome hooked beaks, 
flesh-tearing tactics, strong legs, powerful 
talons and keen eyesight, these predatory 
birds boast terrifying might – and of the 
233 species found worldwide, 48 occur in 
Nigeria’s untamed wilds. Tales of mammoth 
vultures swooping down on ancient forests 
and gorges remain firmly rooted in local 
legend – but aren’t consigned to the past. 
For these bone-gnawing raptors continue 
to nest in caves, ledges and low rocks rising 
from the Mandara Mountains and can be 
sighted swooping down to smash prey 
against rocky ravines, dipping in flight from 
a soaring position to increase velocity and 
power. Birds rely on almost bionic eyesight 
to hunt out prey in sheltered, rocky cavities 
close to forested areas in Nigeria’s many 
mountainous and wooded expanses. 
Extreme birders should engage a specialist 
guide, dress for a mix of humidity, rain and 
cooler conditions and prepare to be wowed. 
West African Ornithological Society 
www.malimbus.free.fr 
African Bird Club 
www.africanbirdclub.org/countries/Nigeria



TWO-WHEEL DESCENTS AND  
VALLEY FREEWHEELS
Those keen to sightsee Nigeria in the saddle 
should arrive with their cycle clips at the ready 
and a decent map. Unlike participants in 
the ECOWAS Cycling Tour, who race along 
a punishing 450 km Lagos–Abidjan route in 
skintight Day-Glo Lycra, there is a real pleasure 
in taking time to freewheel down lush valley 
roads and cruise around wave-carved coastal 
paths. Nigeria is fast becoming a bicycle-
friendly nation, even introducing cycle lanes 
on major roads across Lagos together with 
newly-erected bike-tethering poles. Away from 
the main cities, a network of narrow, craterous 
country roads guarantees a rollicking two-
wheeled adventure. Forks lead to a maze of 
trails that, in turn, meander deep into nowhere 
in particular or divide into a jumble of sub-
trails. Dusty, dirty and raw: this is the way to 
travel some of Africa’s most beautiful scenery 
where deep scenic valleys and rustic villages 
rub shoulders with slow-moving winding rivers.

Off-roading is also a genuinely seductive 
proposition in Nigeria as it allows travellers an 
intimacy with lesser-known rural landscapes 
virtually untroubled since ancient times. 
Speeding through the country’s rocky, feral 
and spectacular wilderness regions releases 
endorphins at an eye-popping rate and 
heightens the pure joy of encountering Mother 
Nature’s jewellery box of natural treasures, far 
away from crowds, blaring horns, the roar of 
traffic and spewing petrol fumes. All physical 
effort is balanced by the peaceful tranquillity 
of the natural surroundings – nothing is more 
satisfying than securing panniers and double-
checking sprockets, valves and spokes in the 
beautiful countryside between Maiduguri, Jos, 
Kano and Sokoto as a brand-new egg-yolk sun 
rises in the morning sky. 

First-time cyclists in Nigeria soon learn 
not to be alarmed by roads studded by 
potholes, lumps and bumps. After a few hours 
in the saddle, it is fruitless to worry about 
mile-rate as the syncopated pounding on 
the pedals produces a comforting rhythmic 
pulse as one crater is circumnavigated after 
another. Flocks of little songbirds dart from 
skinny copses along successions of soaring 
hills – the muscle-pounding climbs are truly 
energising and, once you’ve recovered your 
composure, nothing beats a thrilling rapid 
descent. Downhill blood-pumpers include 
some treacherous winding stretches made up 
of almost 100 terrifying bends – a demanding 
test of nerve and physical strength. Pack a 
puncture repair kit (African thorn is razor-
sharp), a GPS and a Band-Aid for a badly 
blistered toe. Ignore the urge to sell your soul 
for just a few metres of asphalt – and watch 
out for herds of roaming cattle. 
Nigeria Cycling Federation 
Tel: +234 1 5456615, 5456207, 5454472 
Email: cyfenig@yahoo.com 



Fifth Chukker Magazine | may 2013 97

CLIMBING THE MOUNTAIN OF DEATH
Sturdy boots, plenty of water and a head for heights are 
essential for this exhilarating climb across expansive hills 
and rugged terrain to densely-knotted jungle. Craggy 
peaks characterise this part of north-eastern Nigeria, where 
formidable mountains straddle Adamawa and Taraba States.  
For generations, Chappal Waddi (Mountain of Death) – the 
highest peak in Nigeria at 2,419 metres – has been steeped 
in myth and legend, and today its mysterious riddle of 
rough-stone trails remains a path rarely trodden. 

Leopard, buffalo, primates and charging warthogs add 
extra heart-quickening pace to this gruelling slog that offers 
unrivalled views of the spectacular southern sector of the 
Gashaka Gumti National Park close to the Cameroon border. 
With the rocky riverbed underfoot and fish swimming around 
your ankles, many routes criss-cross cool, flowing rivers 
and delve into magnificent leafy glades and butterfly-rich 
plunging valleys. Gushing waterfalls reward every climber 
for their blood, sweat and tears after a breathless trek – few 
things are as thrilling as freshening up in Chappal Waddi’s 
sparkling pools as the dull ache of muscle fatigue sets in. 
Gashaka Gumti National Park 
Tel: + 234 808 477820, +234 815 4612249,  
+234 813 3991022  
ggnp.nigeriaparkservice.org

SPORT FISHING IN DEEP WATER
A dramatic drop-off in the Gulf of Guinea 
means that all sorts of pelagic fish species 
are found in deep waters just a short 
distance from the shore. Nigeria offers 
great potential for deep sea fishing – 
another growth area for its fledging 
adventure tourism sector; simply find a 
willing boatman with a seaworthy vessel, 
board with all your kit, and go. In Lagos, 
boatmen keen to charter can be found 
around the fishing bridge in Victoria Island. 
Numerous sunken wrecks litter the coastline 
and these fish-rich waters make easy trolling 
for blue mackerel, marlin, sailfish and jack. 
Currents are strong, with tugging pulls 
and mammoth swells and soaring waves. 
Trolling in the troughs in pounding surf 
is a genuine buzz as you do your best, in 
rollicking conditions, to tack along in a 
zigzag pattern by taking the waves on the 
bow or stern quarter. It may take time, but 
the result will be some mighty encounters 
with man-sized marlin keen to do battle. 
Board with enough stamina to put up a 
fight – sweaty seven-hour wrestles to reel in 
giant marlin abound. 
Away from the coast, in Abuja you’ll find 
boat owners in all the main fishing spots 
in and around the suburbs of Mararaba, 
Gwagwalada, Karmo and Madalla as well as 
on the Gurara River, Jabi River and Usuma 
River and around the Usuma Dam.
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Sound like fun? !is is an early form of water polo, which 
originated in Great Britain in the "#$%s. Sadly, the sport no 
longer uses the barrels, paint and sticks. Today’s modern 
game has, however, kept the ball and water, and is enjoyed 
all over the world. Water polo has even been an Olympic 

event for over "%% years.
But what does water polo have to do with polo? However di&erent the 

two sports may seem at 'rst glance, they do have some things in common. 
Both need a pitch – outdoor polo requires a grass playing 'eld, while 
water polo depends on a swimming pool – and both are available at the 
Fi(h Chukker Polo and Country Club. 

In both polo and water polo, the aim of the game is to shoot a ball 
into the other team’s goal to score points. !is is achieved in two very 
di&erent ways: polo players ride horses and hit the ball with a mallet, 
while water polo, or “wopo” players are in a swimming pool and must 
throw or dribble the ball between the posts of the defenders’ goal. In this 
way water polo is much more like football or handball than polo.

!e 'elds of play are also very di&erent. Outdoor polo is played on 
a grass 'eld measuring a strict )$*m by "*+m, while water polo can be 
enjoyed in any decent-sized pool. However, regulating bodies such as the 
Fédération Internationale de Natation (FINA) state that o,cial games must 
be played in pools between )%m and -%m in length, and at least )m deep. 

!e teams are also structured di&erently. Polo teams consist of four 
players, each wearing a numbered shirt indicating their position in the 
game. Water polo teams, on the other hand, are made up of seven active 
players and up to six substitutes, and can be played by men and women. 
Each team wears a di&erent coloured swimming cap with numbers on, 
with the goalkeeper wearing number one. Water polo games involve 
very little positional play and, apart from the goalkeeper, players will 
o(en 'll several o&ensive and defensive positions throughout the game.

Unsurprisingly, the equipment needed for water polo also di&ers 
from that used by polo players. Instead of using ponies, mallets, 
helmets, riding boots and saddles, water polo players rely on 
swimsuits and caps. Water polo is a contact sport and can be rough 
and demanding, but the only protective clothing many players wear 
is ear protectors 'tted to their caps. Forceful passes and defensive 
grabs can result in injuries to the players’ heads, shoulders and hands, 
but a more common minor injury in outdoor matches is sunburn. 
Water polo players are not allowed to wear oil or grease, including 
sunscreen, as it can make the ball and themselves too slippery to grip. 

Eye goggles are also regarded as a safety hazard as they may cause 
cuts and bruises if the player is hit in the face with the ball.

Matches are another key di&erence. Polo matches consist of between 
four and eight seven-minute chukkers, with players changing their ponies 
during or between them, while water polo is divided into four periods, 
which can last between 've to eight minutes each depending on the level of 
play, and players can be substituted regularly throughout the game. 

But one thing both sports have in common is excitement. Water 
polo can be a fast-moving, thrilling game. Players are not allowed to 
hold the ball with both hands, and teams are not allowed possession 
of the ball for longer than -% seconds without shooting for the goal. 
Players are also not allowed to touch the sides or bottom of the pool, 
and have to constantly tread water, with a move known as the “egg-
beater”, throughout the match. Passes and grabs for the ball can be 
aggressive and there are many types of foul, including hitting and 
grabbing an opponent. For these reasons water polo players, like polo 
players, need a huge level of personal 'tness and stamina to play.

So if you love the excitement, energy and spirit of a great polo match, 
maybe it’s time to try a new sport that is every bit as thrilling. Why not 
ask if you can watch or join in a game of water polo in the new swimming 
pool next time you’re at the Fi(h Chukker club house? (Just make sure 
you leave the painted wooden barrels at home!) !

Water Polo
Imagine playing polo, but instead of 
riding a real horse you are balanced on a 
wooden barrel painted to look like one, 
and you have to try and hit the ball with  
a stick while bobbing around in water. 

it’s like polo, but wet
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I read with amazement in November 2012 about 
Dr. Louis Obyo Nelson of the Nigeria Winter and 
Extreme Sports Federation accusing the Nigeria 
Olympic Committee (NOC) and the National 
Sports Commission (NSC) of frustrating his 

e+orts to introduce winter sports in Nigeria, starting 
with an ice hockey rink in Niger State. 

I was more than a little surprised at the idea of ice 
hockey in Nigeria at #rst, but then it occurred to me that 
ice hockey is a sport that would appeal to our “teeming” 
young people on so many levels. It requires skill and 
is extremely physical. It is as macho as boxing and 
bodybuilding. It is a team sport that involves a ball, a net, 

and scoring goals – things that already have a fanatical 
following. Ice hockey also has international associations 
and is an Olympic sport, so it has prospects for exposure 
and building a career. Not bad! 

"en I watched a YouTube video about a local in-line 
roller skating movement that is gaining momentum 
with the young and very young. "ey have even formed 
roller skating clubs that train on the roads and practise 
regularly at the National Stadium. "ey are most visible 
in Lagos, where you see brightly-dressed athletes skating 
in the carnivals and in street promotions. "eir skill 
level is seriously impressive. "ey perform death-defying 
acrobatics and precision moves, weaving in and out of 

TOP "e winding road to 
Obudu Mountain Resort

OPPOSITE Roller skating in 
Nigeria

Sporting
EXTREMES

Habiba’s Habitat
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obstacles and tra-c. It is wonderful to see young people 
getting involved in new sporting pursuits that are fun, 
require skill, challenge them physically, AND from 
which they can earn an income as performers, ushers, or 
marketers. Brilliant!

"e adrenaline rush of being a predator or being 
hunted is being experienced by more and more people at 
the Xtreme Sports Paintball Arena in Oniru. While it is 
a far cry from the wooded arenas used for this simulated 
war game in Europe and the US, the experience is still 
visceral. O-ce types shed their suits for overalls and 
helmets, and get themselves dirty, or should I say paint-
splattered, as they battle for victory against the opposing 
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team. It is serious fun, serious exertion, and a serious 
rush, all in a safe environment. 

More and more Nigerians are participating in 
extreme sports or games that are new to us. Mountain 
biking, high-altitude hiking, the Obudu mountain race, 
motorcycle racing, rock climbing, deep-sea #shing, 
o+-road driving, the Argungu motor rally, jet skiing, 
kayaking, quad biking, hot air ballooning, windsur#ng 
and more. I even consider the Lagos, Calabar and 
Abuja carnivals to be extreme. Participants dance and 
perform along a very long route in the midday heat. 
Anyone who has been on the equator during dry season 
will understand what a risk they are taking by exerting 
themselves for so long in the sun and heat. "ose 
performers have my fullest respect! 

Why are extreme sports gaining popularity? "e usual 
response we give to anyone participating in a sport that 
involves a higher than normal risk level is: why bother 
– are you crazy? Victims of motorcycle accidents receive 
care and attention but not much sympathy. We face so 
many hazards in our daily lives here that society has little 
tolerance for risk-seeking behaviour. Nevertheless, in a 
nation where 70% of the population is under 30 years 
old, and therefore feeling invincible, the need for speed, 
risk, excitement and danger is overwhelming. 

With more time on their hands than previous 
generations had, our youth have the time and the 
energy to dedicate themselves to mastering a skill, 
doing something new and di+erent, and competing. 
"e extreme sport space has also been encouraged 
and funded by corporate bodies seeking novel and 
exciting ways to capture the attention of the market and 
promote their brands.

Even regular sports and pursuits that have not been 
exploited for their commercial value are receiving more 
attention and focus. “Sports business is good business.” 
"e Williams sisters recently visited Nigeria and directed 
the nation’s attention to tennis development. Reality 
TV has made its successful debut. Global star search 
competitions are regular features of our entertainment 
and media; likewise for dance. Water sports such as 
sailing, motorboating and canoeing are regaining 
popularity. It is all good. In fact, it is great!

Now that sportsmen and women on land, on water 
and in the air have started practising these events 
in Nigeria, we look forward to seeing their e+orts 
recognised, encouraged and rewarded, and the necessary 
safeguards put in place. We need to provide as many 
safe outlets as possible for young people to expend their 
energy as well as create additional career paths and 
avenues to earnings and fame. Watch this space! !

“In a nation where 70% of the population is under 30 
years old, and therefore feeling invincible, the need for 
speed, risk, excitement and danger is overwhelming.”

Jetskiing in Nigeria
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE LAGOS SEASON By Ernest Ekpenyong

Lagos International  
Polo Tournament 2013

A giddy whiff of Montecristos 
and Cohibas pervaded the 
exclusive enclosures at the 
Lagos Polo Club for much of 
the 10-day event. The Veuve 

Clicquot champagne lounge naturally 
became the preferred rendezvous for guests, 
and for those with a head for more ferocious 
stuff the Belvedere vodka bar at the East 
end of the clubhouse was the perfect blast. 
Welcome to the 2013 Lagos International 
Polo Tournament.

Initially, there just didn’t seem to be enough 
buzz coming from the polo #eld, especially 
a!er the medium-goal Open Cup was 
easily retained by the defending champions 
for the umpteenth time and the high-goal 
Majekodunmi Cup looked like another routine 
duel between defending two-time champions 
Linetrale Delaney and Fi!h Chukker. "en, 
bang-bang – and the two most fancied teams 
lost their opening matches on successive days 

to blow the championship wide open and 
guarantee fans the most thrilling high-goal 
polo extravaganza in almost twenty years. 

A#cionados and socialites, smartly dressed 
and well-coi+ed, turned out every day in their 
thousands to watch the drama unfold. "e 
notoriously capricious Lagos rain mostly held 
o+, even if collaterally with oppressively humid 
conditions. Ice cream in crazy cool $avours 
came to the rescue where cold drinks wouldn’t 
do. VIP guests were entertained with free 
glasses of champagne while Nikon obliged with 
complimentary photographs. For long spells, 
it could have looked to the uninitiated like one 
huge alfresco bash with polo tacked on.

A total of 32 teams vied for the four 
major cups over two weekends. Most of the 
medium- and high-goal squads were pivoted 
by professional players from Argentina. In 
the lower-goal Dansa Cup #nal, Kano Ibah 
beat defending champions Lagos Ericsson 
8 – 5 to become the tournament’s #rst title 

winner. Ibadan Mapo, Lagos HST, Ibadan 
Eleyele, Kano Dala, Lagos T-Raiders and Lagos 
Iron Hustlers all #nished behind, despite 
determined e+orts. 

Open Cup defending champions Tavia 
Trojan beat Goodfellows Ark 5 – 4 to retain 
the medium-goal prize, with pivot Santiago 
Sarnadas producing a man-of-the-match 
performance for the Trojans. Sarnadas also 
inspired teammates Kunle Tinubu, Mario 
Gomes and Ayo Olashoju to despatch Kano 
Titans 10 – 8 to retain the Oba of Lagos Cup. 

Other subsidiary cups in the tournament 
included the Independence Cup, won by 
Linetrale Delaney at the expense of Lintex 
Anadariya (10 – 8). In the Veterans and Kids 
Cup, Club President Habeeb Fasinro led 
Edozie Onwuli, Bowale Jolaosho and Elias 
Kodahy to beat Tajudeen Saro, Hassan Fayaad, 
Yemo Alakija and Ed Higginbotham 5 – 3. HST 
also defeated Bell Oil & Gas 5 – 3 to win the 
Governor of Lagos Cup.
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"e two phases of the tournament were 
delectably punctuated with a slate of après-
polo activities, including cocktail parties, a jazz 
evening and a black tie event at the upmarket 
Civic Centre. Week two of the tournament 
wasn’t exactly high-goal all the way because 
there was also an 8-team Low Cup #eld, which 
produced another major upset when defending 
champions Caverton went down in a shock 
defeat at the hands of Kano RTC in the #nal. 
Bode and Rotimi Makanjuola and their high-
prized professionals had been favourites to 
retain the trophy, especially a!er they edged 
out hard-charging Goodfellows in the semi-
#nal by the narrowest margin of just half a goal 
5½ – 5, having received a ½-goal handicap.

"e Majekodunmi Cup teams – Linetrale 
Delaney, Fi!h Chukker, Kano Ashbert Titans, 
Lintex Anadariya and Ironclad Shoreline 
– gave away little on paper until Lintex 
Anadariya and Ironclad Shoreline took down 
the two favourite teams on successive days to 
tear up the form book and set the tournament 
alight. A!er two gruelling matches each, only 
Ironclad Shoreline garnered the maximum 
points to guarantee them a #nal berth while 
the others sweated out the remaining spot 
over goal di+erence.

In a fast, $owing and particularly good-
playing #nal, Ashbert Titans – featuring Toto 
Gerardo Collardin, Joaquin Pitaluga, Albert 
Esiri and Abba Dantata – were much quicker 

to solidify their account, racing to a 5 – 1 lead 
a!er only two chukkers. 

But nothing should be anticipated too soon 
in polo, and four goals from Shoreline (Kola 
Karim, Ahmadu Umar, Julio Novillo-Estrada 
and Eduardo Menendez) narrowed the margin 
to 6 – 5 a!er three chukkers, and 11 – 10 a!er 
four. MVP Toto Gerardo Collardin proved his 
worth by pivoting Ashbert Titans to see the 
match through with a 12 – 11 win.

His Royal Highness the Oba of Lagos and 
Aliko Dangote, Africa’s richest man, were 
among dignitaries who presented trophies 
and prizes at the end of the tournament, 
which was principally sponsored by mobile 
telecommunications giant MTN and GTBank. !
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As well as the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee, 2012 saw the Royal 
Military Academy Sandhurst 
(RMAS) celebrating its 
bicentenary and, in honour of 

the occasion, it hosted the EFG International 
Bicentennial Trophy at the beginning of 
August. "e tournament was also a celebration 
of polo in general and the part played in the 
sport by British institutions.

EFG International, the main sponsor of the 
event, is well known for its support of polo 
around the world and also sponsors Cambridge 
University Polo Club, which #elded a team for 
the #rst match of the day. "e Cambridge club is 
one of the oldest in the world, dating from 1873.

It was, of course, the British Army who 
introduced polo to the west in 1869, with the 
#rst game being played at Aldershot Camp, 
not far from Sandhurst. A hundred years later, 
army polo had become based at Tidworth in 
Hampshire but in 1998 there was a revival at 
Sandhurst, thanks to the enthusiasm of the 
then commandant, General Arthur Denaro. 
"e Round Ground was laid out in front of 
New College, and since then tournaments have 
been very much part of life at the RMAS.

A!er a champagne reception hosted by 
Keith Gapp, head of marketing and strategic 
communications for EFG International, the #rst 
match on EFG Bicentennial Trophy Day took 
place for the Mumm’s Polo Cup. Lining up were 
Cambridge Varsity, captained by 21-year-old 
Sam Browne, and Hackett Young Army, led 
by 27-year-old Lieutenant Doug White of the 
Queen’s Royal Hussars. Browne, who is reading 
theology at Fitzwilliam College, was the youngest 
player on the #eld but has already started to make 
a name in polo. Earlier in the year he scored eight 
of the Cambridge goals in the annual Varsity 
Match, leading to a 13 – 2 victory over Oxford, 
and he also represents Cambridge at cricket and 
hockey. His teammates in the Sandhurst game 
had also played in the Varsity Match.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ENGLISH SEASON

"e inaugural EFG International Bicentennial Trophy, held in early August  
at the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst.

Celebrating Polo  
and Sandhurst

O-cer Cadet Jess Wood was the only lady 
player of the day, and had an extremely good 
game playing on the Young Army team.

At the end of the #rst of four chukkers, 
Cambridge, who received a half-goal on 
handicap, led narrowly, 2½ – 2, and when 
treading-in time came the di+erence was still 
based on that half-goal, 3½ – 3. In the second 
half Cambridge took the lead, Brown scoring 
twice, with one goal coming from a 60-yard 
penalty conversion. Young Army saw the gap 
narrowed. By the start of the #nal chukker 
Cambridge was still ahead, 5½ – 4. 

A!er two minutes O-cer Cadet Cameron 
Bacon scored for Young Army, reducing 
the di+erence once more to half a goal. 
Excitement grew, and with sixty seconds le! 
on the clock Brown took a 30-yard penalty, 
but the ball hit the post. He then had another 
chance, and Cambridge rode out victorious by 
a close 6½ – 5.

"e second game was played at 8-goal level 
for the Bicentennial Trophy, with Cambridge 
Alumni Select meeting British Army Select. 
Sam Browne came back to the #eld to replace 
Robert Freeman-Kerr in the Cambridge line-
up, captained by Dean Lines, while the Army 
squad was captained by Gaston Devrient, 
who has been its team coach for the past four 
years. Devrient has made a notable di+erence 
to performance at novice and senior level, and 
has led the team to victory in Singapore and 
"ailand. Joining the Army line-up was Robert 
Mehm of EFG Bank, a well-known #gure on 
international polo #elds.

"e Army wore their distinctive blue and 
yellow cross shirts, derived from the old 4th 
Hussars Crossbelts team of the 1890s for which 
Winston Churchill wrote the constitution and 
played as a subaltern in India. "e livery is 
nowadays that of the Queen’s Royal Hussars, 
an amalgamation of the 4th, 3rd, 7th and 8th 
Hussars – the last being an old Irish regiment, 
which is why the collar is always green.

Devrient opened the scoring in the #rst 
chukker with a pass from Paddy Selfe, followed 
by a #eld goal. Dean Lines scored two goals for 
Cambridge, who had received a half-goal on 
handicap and were thus just ahead, scoring again 
just on the bell. In the second chukker, Browne, 
playing a great game once more, took the 
Cambridge advantage to 4½ – 3 by half-time.

Only one goal was scored in the third 
chukker, by Cambridge’s Toby Edun, while 
a 60-yard penalty attempt by Devrient went 
wide. Early in the #nal chukker, Selfe scored 
for the Army with a #eld goal, but this was to 
be the last goal of the match and Cambridge 
rode out the winners, 5½ – 4.

Keith Gapp presented the Mumm’s Polo Cup 
to Sam Browne for the Varsity team and gi!s 
to his fellow players. Browne was also named 
Most Valuable Player for his action in the two 
games. Dean Lines received the Bicentennial 
Trophy from Major General Tim Evans, 
Sandhurst Commandant, who was thanked by 
Keith Gapp for hosting the tournament.

Of historical interest is the fact that the 
plinth of the new trophy was made in India in 
1934 by the 38th/39th Central India Horse, a 
leading polo-playing regiment before the war 
and #ve times winners of the Indian Inter-
Regimental Tournament.

Following the presentations, guests 
enjoyed a champagne reception served on 
the steps of Old College and in the Indian 
Army Memorial Room, with musical 
accompaniment by the Combined Band of the 
Royal Logistic Corps and the Royal Electrical 
and Mechanical Engineers, under the baton of 
Warrant O-cer 1 O’Neill.

During the course of the day commentary 
was provided by Simon Ledger, chairman of 
the Army Polo Association. Umpires for the 
#rst match were J.J. Spark and Major Mathew 
Eyre-Brook 9/12 Lancers and, for the second, 
J.J. Spark and Lieutenant Doug White QRH.
by Patricia Williams©
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MUMM’S POLO CUP
Cambridge Varsity
Oliver Lawrence  -2
Sam Browne 0
Jamie Hepburn  0
Alexander Rose -1 
 -3
Hackett Young Army
O/Cdts Oscar Churton/Dan Gregory  -2
O/Cdt Jess Wood -1
Lt Doug White   1
O/Cdt Cameron Bacon 0
 -2

BICENTENNIAL TROPHY
Cambridge Alumni Select
Sam Browne 0
Toby Edun 1
Edward Morris-Lowe 2
Dean Lines 3
 6

British Army Select
Paddy Selfe 1
Major Mathew Eyre-Brook 1
Gaston Devrient 5
Robert Mehm 1
 8
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THE fourth and last of the 2012 
Audi International test matches 
saw England defeat South 
America to record their third 
victory in the series. "ey had 

already beaten the USA at Cowdray Park and 
Young South Africa at Guards, losing only to 
the Commonwealth at Beaufort. "eir #nal 
victory was achieved by a narrow 8½ – 8 at 
Chester Racecourse, and by the half-goal they 
had received on handicap.

It was the #rst time that an international 
test match had been hosted by Chester 
Racecourse Polo Club, which was inaugurated 
in 2005 by Richard "omas, chief executive 
of Chester Racecourse Company. "omas, a 
devoted sportsman, said a!er the match: “We 
are thrilled with the success of the day. We 
could not have wished for more – a highly 
exciting game with glorious weather and an 
enthusiastic crowd. "ank you to both Audi 
and the Hurlingham Polo Association for 
bringing international polo to Chester.”

"e #ve-chukker, 24-goal match, played in 
front of more than 2,500 spectators, was not 
only the culmination of this year’s series but 
also England’s last home game for the season. 

THE PLAYERS
England, a 23-goal squad sponsored by Audi, 
was captained by James Beim, who had $own 
in for the tournament from Chantilly. Beim 
(32), who plays o+ 7 goals, is one of England’s 
most popular young professionals and his 
victories at home include the Queen’s Cup and 
British Open Championships and four wins 
on International Day for the Coronation Cup, 
including this year. Playing for Nick Clarke’s 
Salkeld team this season, he reached the #nal 
of both the Queen’s Cup and the British Open.

He was joined at Chester by the 12-goal 
combination of Mark Tomlinson (30) and 
James Harper (32), both of whom have made a 
lasting impression on British polo. Tomlinson, 
playing this season with Karan "apar’s EFG 
Bank Aravali, has two British Open wins 
under his belt and has been a regular member 
of the England national squad since 2004. 
"e following year he and his brother Luke 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ENGLISH SEASON

"e 4th Audi International Polo at Chester Racecourse Polo Club.

became the #rst Englishmen to qualify for the 
Argentine Open – the world’s most coveted 
tournament – since the 1970s. He also played 
with Beim in this year’s Coronation Cup. James 
Harper began his international career at the 
tender age of twelve, when he was selected to 
play for Young England in Chile. Since then 
he has represented his country many times, 
including the World Cup in France, where 
England lost to Brazil only in extra time. 

"e youngest player on the #eld for England 
was 4-goaler Ollie Cudmore (22), who began 
his polo career aged just six. His past successes 
have included the prestigious Melbourne 
Cup in Australia, the 8-goal European 
Championships in Germany and, last year, the 
International Snow Polo Tournament in China. 
Playing for Richard Mille, he won the French 
Gold Cup at Deauville.

"e 24-goal South America squad, 
sponsored by Veuve Clicquot, comprised four 
equally good exponents of the game from 
Argentina, the nation that has consistently 
produced the #nest players in the world. 
Captain was Guillermo Cuitino (40), who took 
up polo aged nine but #rst sat on a horse at 

the age of three. A professional since 1992, and 
now rated at 6 goals, he has played regularly 
in the Argentine 30-goal series, winning 
the Campania del Desierto twice, and is no 
stranger to Dubai, where he has played for the 
Al Habtoor team.

He was joined for the Chester tournament 
by three fellow 6-goalers, Marcos Araya 
(24), Manolo Fernandez-Llorente (29) and 
Pepe Araya who, at forty-one, was the most 
senior professional on the side. Marcos Araya 
comes from one of the oldest Argentine polo 
dynasties and began to play at the age of three 
or four. His wins as a teenager included the 
Copa Santa Paula, the most important schools’ 
tournament in his country, and, aged #!een, 
the Copa de Plata at Ellerstina. "is year he has 
been playing with Spencer McCarthy’s Emlor 
team in the major medium-goal programme, 
winning three out of four 18-goal tournaments.

Pepe Araya has not only won the 26-goal 
Camara de Diputados at home, but has played 
in the Argentine Open. His other victories 
include the Gold Cup at Deauville and several 
of the best 22-goal tournaments in the USA, 
and he has also reached the #nal of the British 

Hat-trick by half a goal
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Open. During the last British season he was 
playing medium-goal polo with Golden 
Falcons, Mad Dogs and HB Polo.

Fernandez-Llorente has a clutch of 
prestigious British titles to his name, including 
the Warwickshire Cup (part of the British 
Triple Crown), the Indian Empire Shield and 
the Royal Windsor. For many seasons he was 
based in Gloucestershire, and this summer 
he took part in the British medium-goal 
tournaments. His home-based victories include 
the Copa Provincia, the Copa de Miles 24-goal 
and the Diamond Cup.

THE MATCH
"e opening ball of the match thrown in, both 
sides tried at once to gain an early lead and 
while England appeared to be attacking well it 
was South America who sent through two goals 
early in the #rst chukker – one a 30-yard penalty 
conversion by Marcos Araya, the other a #eld goal 
from Cuitino – giving them a 2 – ½ advantage.

Harper opened England’s account in the 
second chukker with a 40-yard penalty 
conversion, to which Marcos Araya replied, 
with just seventeen seconds le! on the clock, 
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with a superb under-the-neck shot. By the end 
of the third chukker, England were 1½ down 
to South America’s four goals, the result of 
excellent team play and marking by Cuitino 
and his squad. It was not really until the 
penultimate chukker that England got into the 
game, goals from Cudmore and Harper #nally 
giving them a narrow lead, 5½ – 5.

At the beginning of the #!h and last chukker 
Cudmore scored his third goal of the match, 
giving his side an important extension and a 
chance of victory. England were ahead by one 
and half goals but South America were equally 
determined and a 30-yard penalty shot from 
Cuitino and a goal-mouth score from Marcos 
Araya meant that England’s lead was again 
reduced to their received half-goal, 7½ – 7.

With the minutes ticking away, Beim scored 
England’s third and, ultimately, deciding goal, 
followed by an answering shot from Marcos 
Araya. On the #nal bell, England rode out 
victorious by just half a goal, at the end of a 
match that had seen both sides provide an 
exhilarating display of #rst-class polo. No 
better debut for top-level international polo at 
Chester Racecourse could have been imagined.

"e 2012 Chester Diamond Jubilee Trophy 
was presented to a delighted James Beim. 
Most Valuable Player was, unsurprisingly, 
Marcos Araya, and Best Playing Pony 
was his Cocaine. "e prize for Retraining 

of Racehorses Best Playing Pony was 
presented by Olympic gold medallist Laura 
Bechtolsheimer to Mark Tomlinson for Mr 
Cheers, owned by Roddy Williams.

A!erwards, James Beim said: “It was great 
to play for England in the #rst Chester test 
match as part of the Audi International series. 
"e game was tough throughout; we started 
well but failed to capitalise. However, we 
stuck to our system and played well in the last 
two chukkers to grind out a win – a #tting 
end to the international polo calendar and a 
great preparation for the forthcoming major 
tournament in China.”

Jon Zammett, head of public relations 
for Audi UK, was equally pleased. “It has 
been a highly rewarding year for the Audi 
International series, with impressive England 
victories and some remarkably good play. We 
hope our support has helped to advance the 
quality of play and to bring this top level of a 
sport to a wider audience.”

"e long-standing support of polo by 
Audi was also noted by David Woodd, chief 
executive of the Hurlingham Polo Association, 
governing body of the sport. “Audi’s investment 
gives us the opportunity to provide #rst-class 
training programmes and facilities, for not 
only the top England professionals but also the 
rising stars of the sport.

“It also allows us to organise an exciting and 

England
Ollie Cudmore 4
Mark Tomlinson 6
James Beim 7
James Harper 6
 23

South America
Pepe Araya 6
Marcos Araya 6
Manolo Fernandez-Llorente 6
Guillermo Cuitino 6
 24

more cohesive programme of internationals 
during the British polo season, up and down 
the country. We are delighted with the addition 
of the tournament at Chester Racecourse.”

Chester is the oldest racecourse in the 
country. Known as the Roodee – the name 
comes from the Celtic word for cross – the 
#rst race took place on 9 February 1539, when 
Chester’s Mayor Gee gave permission for the 
event to be held on Roodee Fields. His surname, 
incidentally, has given us the nickname “gee-
gee” for a horse. "e polo #eld, which usually 
sees picnickers during a race day, is also used for 
Chester Rocks, a popular two-day music festival.
by Patricia Williams

"e 2012 Ganjam Jaipur Trophy, which commemorates a celebrated  
Indian player, at Guards Polo Club.

A Gallant Game
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ENGLISH SEASON

The 2012 edition of the Ganjam 
Jaipur Trophy, held at Guards at 
the end of June, saw a very close 
win, 8 – 7, for Chris Mathias and 
Clarita over Twelve Dogs, put 

together by Martin Davison and Alan Fall. It 
was a particularly interesting win, as Mathias 
was playing with his wife, Clare.

"e trophy recalls the late Maharajah 
Sir Sawai Man Singh II of Jaipur, a 9-goal 
player whose Jaipur team swept the board of 
British high-goal polo in 1933, with victories 
including the Hurlingham, Ranelagh and 
Roehampton Cups – then the equivalent of the 
current British Triple Crown of polo – and the 
international competition for the Coronation 
Cup. "is last match is, of course, still played at 
Guards every season at the end of July.©
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"e Jaipur Trophy was given by the 
maharajah forty years ago and, for many years, 
was presented by his widow, the Raj Mata of 
Jaipur, a well-known #gure in international 
polo. Today, it is sponsored by Ganjam, the 
oldest jewellers in India, who opened their #rst 
showroom as long ago as 1889. A selection of 
their jewellery was on display in the Guards 
clubhouse and included the bespoke “Violet”, 
a garland made from solitaire and fancy-cut 
diamonds. "e Tanzanite gemstones used are 
very rare, weighing 61.94 carats and matched 
perfectly for lustre and colour.

Clarita led 3 – 1 in the #rst of the four chukkers, 
with a goal each scored by Chris Mathias, Marcus 
Hancock and Jack Hyde, who is the son of one 
of England’s leading players, Chris Hyde. Charlie 
Wooldridge opened the account for Twelve 
Dogs. At half-time Clarita were well in the lead, 
6 – 2, but Twelve Dogs managed to close the gap 

Clarita
Clare Mathias 0
Chris Mathias 1
Jack Hyde -1
Marcus Hancock 2
 2
Twelve Dogs
Martin Davison 1
Alan Fall 0
Ali Walker 1
Charlie Wooldridge 2
 2

to 6 – 4 in the third chukker, thanks mainly to 
Wooldridge, who shows extraordinary promise, 
not least when converting penalties.

Twelve Dogs fought back vigorously in the 
last chukker but Clarita rode out victorious, 
if narrowly, 8 – 7, receiving the trophy from 
Eswar Ganjam, chairman of the sponsors, and 
Sir Evelyn de Rothschild, a veteran polo player 
whose Centaurs squad won the inaugural 
Queen’s Cup at Guards in 1960. 

He is also remembered for fielding a 
Rothschild team against the French branch 
of the family in the 1960 British Open at 
Cowdray Park. On that occasion the visitors, 
Casarejo, led by Baron Elie de Rothschild, 
won, also by 8 – 7.

Following the match, guests were 
entertained to a tea and champagne reception 
in the clubhouse.
by Patricia Williams
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Played towards the end of June in 
the presence of the Queen and the 
Duke of Edinburgh, president of 
Guards Polo Club, the sixteenth 
edition of the Gulf Co-operation 

Council (GCC) Cup saw Amr Zedan’s GCC 
defeat the home team 9 – 1.

"e Queen had arrived at Guards, 
accompanied by a party of Eton boys, from 
Royal Ascot, where she had seen her horse 
Carlton come second in the Prince of Wales’s 
Stakes. "e outcome of the match was an 
apposite victory for Zedan who, earlier in the 
season, had entered a high-goal team in the 
Queen’s Cup for the #rst time.

"e GCC is an economic and political union 
of Arab states in the Persian Gulf, while the BMG 
Foundation, who supported the tournament, 
organises events and provides services of value to 
mankind, notably through social, environmental 
and humanitarian programmes. During a 
luncheon before the game, Basil Al-Ghalayini, 
founder and chief executive o-cer of BMG and 
chairman of the GCC Polo Cup, told guests 
about his latest initiative, “Our Water, Our Life”, 
which focuses on water conservation, a major 
concern in many parts of the world. 

Without doubt, polo has become a leading 
sporting force in the Arab world, and this 
tournament proved that not all the talent 
comes from South America. Zedan was joined 
by Habtoor Al Habtoor, whose family sponsors 
the important Royal Windsor Cup at Guards, 
Salman Alhamrani and Faris Al Yabhouney, 
the latter playing particularly well, even though 
he had not played for a month before the game.

Guards never really got into the game, 
although the score at half-time was 3 – 1. "e 
home team consisted of four patrons who rarely 
play together and while their only goal was sent 
between the posts by Saad Audeh in the second 
chukker, they worked extremely well together. 
No goals were given in advance because the GCC 
players each had a zero handicap, while the total 
for Guards was minus four. As this was a charity 
match, however, high handicaps did not matter; 
it was the spirit of polo that was important, as 
always, and all players lived up to it well.

GCC took control during the second half and 
at one stage there was a real chance of double 
#gures. In the end, six goals in succession from 

"e 16th edition of the GCC Cup at Guards Polo Club.

GCC, with no answers from Guards, saw victory 
by eight goals for Zedan’s side.

"e Queen presented the GCC Cup to 
Faris Al Yabhouney; Best Playing Pony was 
Guillermo Cuitino’s Narizota, ridden by 
Habtoor Al Habtoor during the third chukker.

Before the match there was a GCC lunch 
in the Guards clubhouse. "e guest of honour 
was Princess Ameerah Al-Taweel, wife of 
Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal of Saudi Arabia. 
"e princess is vice-chairman of the board of 
trustees of the Alwaleed Bin Talal Foundation, 
which aims to help people ful#l their basic, 
economic and aspirational requirements.

In Saudi Arabia, she has been prominent in 
moving these aims forward through a variety of 
humanitarian interests, and has done much to 
improve and promote the image of Saudi women 
around the world. "e princess has spoken out in 
support of the right of women to drive in Saudi 
Arabia, as well as on broader issues.

She presented awards to the winners of the 
“Our Water, Our Life” competition inspired 
by BMG, which saw two hundred entries from 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ENGLISH SEASON

Conservation and Polo

students at universities throughout Saudi 
Arabia on ways in which problems of water 
conservation could be tackled. "e winners 
came from the University of Dammam, with 
Haya Saad Al-Yaha receiving the prize on 
behalf of herself and her colleagues Jawaher 
Mansour Alowaid and Eman Yaqoub 
Alnassar. An award was also presented to Dr. 
Sumayah Al-Solaiman, Vice-Dean for Quality, 
Development and Academic Accreditation and 
Chair of the Graphic Design and Multimedia 
Department in the College of Design at 
Dammam University.

"ere was also an honour for Dr. Jorge 
Rodriguez, Assistant Professor of Water and 
Environmental Engineering at the Masdar 
Institute in Abu Dhabi, who was one of the 
international judges for the competition.

Basil Al-Ghalayini made a presentation to 
the princess, recognising her work through 
the Alwaleed Bin Talal Foundation; and he, in 
turn, was presented with a gi! by the Queen to 
thank him for his long support of the club.
by Patricia Williams©
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GCC
Amr Zedan 0
Faris Al Yabhouney 0
Habtoor Al Habtoor 0
Salman Al Alhamrani 0
 0 
Guards
Clive Reid 0
Jonathan Munro Ford -1
Hilali Noordeen -1
Saad Audeh -2 
 -4
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ENGLISH SEASON

"e *nal of the 4th Dubai Trophy at Ham Polo Club.

Action Replay at Ham

Early August sunshine made an 
appearance for the #nal of the 
fourth edition of the Dubai 
Trophy, at Ham Polo Club – the 
last remaining venue for the 

game in the Greater London area – which 
saw Kassem Sha#’s Shalimar defeat Andras 
Tombor’s Bardon 9 – 7.

Shalimar, winners in 2009 and #nalists 
in 2008 and 2010, had beaten Bardon in the 
previous year’s subsidiary #nal. It is a prestigious 
tournament at 8- to 12-goal level, and 
commemorates the presidency at Ham of Ali 
Albwardy, patron of the high-goal Dubai team 
and proprietor of Desert Palm, home of Dubai 
Polo Club. A total of seven teams had entered 
this time round. Sha# brought in the 11-goal 
powerhouse of Hissam Ali Hyder, Pakistan’s 
highest-rated player, and Vieri Antinori, 
together with Charlie Scott. Tombor, who every 
season leads a team representing Hungary to 
the Nations Cup at Desert Palm, was joined 
in the line-up by Desert Palm polo manager 
Martin Valent, Facundo Castagnola – a cousin 

of the well-known Argentine professional, Lolo 
Castagnola – and Chino Leiva.

"e #rst chukker was undoubtedly dominated 
by Shalimar, with Hissam Ali Hyder sending 
through a hat-trick of goals, and by the #nal bell 
his team was ahead by 4 – 1. He is remarkable 
for his tremendously high shots, sometimes 
from more than half the length of the #eld, and 
he certainly lived up to his reputation.

In the second chukker, Ali Hyder continued 
as he had started, scoring two of another three 
Shalimar goals – one from a walk to a penalty 
shot – while Castagnola put through two goals 
for Bardon, although by half-in time they were 
lagging by four goals at 3 – 7.

"e #rst minute of the second half saw 
Hissam Ali Hyder continue Shalimar’s advance 
to 8 – 3 with one of his long shots, three-
quarters of the #eld from goal. Altogether, 
he was to score seven of his side’s nine goals. 
Bardon, however, were still in the game and 
excellent work by patron Tombor and Chino 
Leiva reduced the di+erence to 8 – 5, helped by 
a penalty conversion from Castagnola.

Bardon really came back in the #nal 
chukker, Castagnola scoring two #eld goals 
and narrowing the di+erence still further. With 
the score at 8 – 7, and time running out, it was 
still possible for Bardon to equalise and for 
the game to go into extra time, with a sudden-
death goal deciding the outcome.

On the #nal bell it was Shalimar who rode 
out the winners, 9 – 7. Kassem Sha# received 
the Dubai Trophy from Lupe Valent, wife of 
Martin. Best Playing Pony was Hissam Ali 
Hyder’s Ricardo, a mare he played in the #rst 
and third chukkers. "e Liphook Equine 
Hospital, based in Hampshire, had donated 
the rug, which was presented by Will Healy, 
polo manager at Ham and grandson of the 
club’s founder, the late Billy Walsh, who played 
a major role in the revival of British polo a!er 
the Second World War. Umpires for the #nal 
were Gaston Devrient and Henry Stevens.

Following the prize-giving, players and 
guests adjourned to the clubhouse for a party 
hosted with the legendary Ham hospitality.
by Patricia Williams
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Shalimar
Kassem Shafi 0
Charlie Scott 1
Hissam Ali Hyder 6
Vieri Antinori 5
 12
Bardon
Andras Tombor 0
Chino Leiva  2
Martin Valent  5
Facundo Castagnola 5
 12
Golden Falcons
Raja Badr-El Din 0
Khaled Badr-El Din 0
Jose Araya  6
Tomas Ruiz Guinazu 6
 12
Nashama 2
Faisal Al Rifai 0
Bruno Parodi 2
Oscar Mancini 4
Juan Cruz Guinazu 6
 12
Nashama Great Oaks
Dillon Bacon 1
Adolfo Casabal 4
Gonzalo Garcia del Rio 6
Raad Al Rifai 1
 12
King Power
Top Raksriaksorn 0
Santiago Lujan 2
Jucas Lujan 3
Robert Archibald 6
 11
Puro La Manada
Giampaolo Guarnieri -1
Peter Wood 1
Marcos Araya 6
Federico von Potobsky 6
 12
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE DUBAI SEASON

"e 5th UAE Nations Cup and the inaugural Emirates Cup saw  
some extremely good play.

Close Encounters in Dubai

Ali Albwardy’s beautiful Desert 
Palm, Dubai, hosted the #!h 
edition of the UAE Nations Cup. 
"e inaugural tournament for 
the new Emirates Cup also took 

place towards the end of January. Albwardy, 
well known on polo #elds around the world as 
patron of the successful high-goal Dubai team, 
has created an ideal facility for polo, and one 
appreciated by players at all levels of the game.

"e Nations Cup, which has become a 
popular #xture on the sporting calendar, saw 
entries from the UAE, Iraq, Great Britain and 
Switzerland; while teams in the colours of 
Desert Palm, Godolphin, Zedan, La Campagna 
and Hungary competed for the new Emirates 
Cup, which was played at 16-goal level. "e 
#nals for both were held in beautiful sunshine, 
and visitors from Great Britain could, for a 
while, forget the snowstorms raging at home.

Great Britain and Iraq got through to 
the #nals of the Nations Cup. "e #rst ball 
was thrown in by the Duke of Argyll and 
throughout the match play was close. Wing 
Commander Sam Instone, captaining Great 
Britain, was supported ably by Peter Webb, 
"omas Claesen and Henry Porter, who had a 
great game and is obviously someone to watch 
in the future. Iraq’s captain Musab Wandawi 
lined up with Cedric Courte, Lebanese player 
Michael Nseir and Matias Machado.

Wandawi opened the Iraq scoring with 
a good field goal, but Great Britain gained 
the advantage in the second chukker with 
three goals from Webb, two of them within 
seconds of each other. The Iraq team did 
not lag behind for long, however, and by 
treading-in time the British lead had been 
reduced to just one goal, 3 – 2.

With his fourth goal of the match, Webb 
redressed the balance, but the difference 
narrowed again after a 30-yard penalty 
conversion by Wandawi. A reply from Great 
Britain saw the game moving in their favour, 
5 – 3, and while Iraq converted another  
30-yard penalty seconds before the final  
bell, Britain rode out the winners by an 
extremely close 5 – 4.

During the interval before the start of 
the Emirates Cup #nal, the spectators were 
entertained by Z-Seven Entertainment, 
well-known stunt riders who have performed 
throughout the world with their amazing 
stunts and skill on horseback.

Godolphin, put together by HH Sheikha 
Maitha bint Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, and Andras Tombor’s Hungary were 
the #nalists for the Emirates Cup. Hungary had 
been a #nalist twice before in the Nations Cup, 
only to be narrowly beaten by the UAE.

"e Sheikha was joined in the Godolphin line-
up by the young and pro#cient Rashid Albwardy, 
son of Ali, together with Argentine international 
Lucas Monteverde and England’s Ollie Cudmore, 
who is now rated at a good 4-goal handicap. 
Playing for Hungary with Tombor were Matias 
Machado – who is based in Dubai – Facundo 
Castagnola, a member of a well-known 
Argentine polo family, and Gaston Urture.

Play in the #nal re$ected the exceptionally 
high standard attained in the region, as indeed 
did the entire tournament. "e opening goal 
of the #nal was sent between the posts by 
young Albwardy within seconds of the start 
of the #rst chukker. Monteverde followed suit, 
putting Godolphin in the lead by two goals.

Hungary were not far behind, however, with 
Machado scoring twice, once from a 40-yard 
penalty conversion; but he was followed by 
Albwardy, who put Godolphin ahead by a 
narrow 3 – 2 at half-time.

"e third chukker was dominated by 
Godolphin. Albwardy scored from a long #eld 
shot and Cudmore from a 30-yard penalty, 
but there was no reply from Hungary. In 
the fourth and #nal chukker, Hungary came 
back into the game, quickly scoring twice 
and reducing the di+erence to one goal. "en 
a 60-yard penalty shot by Cudmore gained 
Godolphin’s sixth goal of the match; and when 
Machado scored again for Hungary there was 
a real possibility of extra time, with a sudden-
death goal determining the winner.

"is was not to be, however, and on the #nal 
bell Godolphin had become #rst winners of the 
new trophy, 6 – 5.

Sheikha Maitha bint Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum received the Emirates Cup, 
and Sam Instone the Nations Cup, from Ali 
Albwardy, who was joined by HH the Maharaja 
of Jodhpur and the Duke of Argyll.

Amr Zedan, whose Zedan team had 
played in the Emirates Cup, was named 
Most Valuable Player of the tournament, 
receiving his award from Robert Mehm, vice-
president of EFG Bank Geneva. Mehm had 
brought over a Swiss team, who had won the 
subsidiary #nal of the Nations Cup.

Winner of the Equestrio Best Playing Pony 
award was Salins, owned by Sheikha Maitha 
bint Rashid Al Maktoum and played by Lucas 
Monteverde. "e prize was presented by Lucy 
Munro of Equestrio.
by Patricia Williams

GB Team Captain receives the UAE Nations Cup 
from His Grace the Duke of Argyll
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Peter Webb (GB)

Players during the #nal, including Team GB captain Sam Instone

Team GB captain Sam Instone

His Grace the Duke of Argyll
His Highness Gaj Singh II  
Maharaja of Jodhpur
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While some may think 
that the Triple Crown is 
becoming predictable, 
with the same two teams 
making every #nal, you 

need to remember that behind those two teams 
are several more teams vying for their position, 
with ever-better horses, up-and-coming players 
and increasingly high levels of organisation. 

OCTOBER: TORTUGAS OPEN
"e event may have been held in Argentina, 
but there was no escape from the English 
weather. In a spring blighted by endless 
rain, the league games and the #nal were 
delayed time and time again due to torrential 
downpours. "e #nal was eventually played 
very late and at a di+erent venue – #eld two 
at Palermo. Played on the number two #eld  
as it was in the “wrong” location, the 
atmosphere was not quite the same as  
most Tortugas #nals.

Inevitably, the #nal was between the “big 
two”, Ellerstina and La Dol#na. Ellerstina, 
in this #rst leg of the Triple Crown, wanted 
to start their quest with a win, and win they 
did, for the sixth time in a row. "e game was 

Pink Polo
Things were a little quiet in the UAE, with the goings-on in South America capturing  
most people’s attention. However, an exhibition game for an excellent cause took 
 place in November. 
Although an exhibition game, this is worthy of inclusion due to the validity of the cause – 
promoting awareness of Breast Cancer in the UAE – never an easy task in a Muslim country. 
Now in its third year, the event saw St Regis beat ADCB by six goals to five in the dying 
seconds of the final chukker. Rather spectacularly played under floodlights at the Ghantoot 
Racing and Polo Club, the event was extremely well attended and attracted the attention 
of the country’s media. The spectators all took the theme on board, with most sporting 
pink attire, and in some very creative ways – a pink dress made entirely from balloons was 
certainly one of the more elaborate ensembles. Superb hospitality and displays of falconry, 
horsemanship and camel polo kept people’s attention throughout. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ARGENTINE SEASON

As the UK polo season wound down last year, things were winding up tighter than a 
newly-serviced watch over in Argentina.

"e Triple Crown

mostly even; only in the third chukker did 
Ellerstina open up and gain a three-goal lead, 
which quickly evaporated and they won by a 
single goal, 12 – 11. 

NOVEMBER: HURLINGHAM OPEN
"e tension levels at Hurlingham are a step 
up from Tortugas. A chance to take the 
triple for Ellerstina, a chance to level the 
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scores for La Dol#na and, for both teams, the 
Open just around the corner. 

"e English spring-like weather continued, 
with more rain and more delays, but this time 
the #nal took place where it was meant to. "e 
big two met once more, but this time it was La 
Dol#na’s turn to take the spoils. "ey came on 
the #eld utterly determined to make amends 
for the previous loss, and didn’t let Ellerstina 
control the game, not even for a chukker. 
Ellerstina hadn’t had the best route to the #nal, 
losing a league game to La Aguada. Ellerstina 
never managed to take the lead, losing by a 
signi#cant 18 – 11, with much interest from the 
crowd, who began to mutter that they were on 
a downward spiral. 

##$TH ARGENTINE OPEN
And #nally the Holy Grail, the #nal of the 
Argentine Open, with an atmosphere that 
is unique in polo. Everyone who is anyone 
collects under those vast concrete stands, 
drinking beer or champagne and eating litre 
a!er litre of Freddo ice cream. Almost to a 
man, the consensus was that this was going 
to be a La Dol#na whitewash of Ellerstina. 
But despite this, there was a serious buzz of 
excitement, with the two best teams in the 
world, on the best horses, in the most evocative 
location in the sport. 

Amazingly, the #nal was played on schedule 
despite a deluge only a couple of days before 
– testament to the drainage of the ground and 
skill of the groundsmen. 

Fortunately Ellerstina didn’t let the negative 
whisperings adversely a+ect their style and 
they had the game of their season, controlling 
the plays with true skill and team collaboration. 
Adolfo Cambiaso uncharacteristically missed 
several penalties on the trot, any one of which 
would have turned the tide on the game, as 
Ellerstina won by 12 – 10. !



Access Bank Day
WHEN 29 June 2013  WHERE Ham Polo Club, London

Fifth Chukker and Access Bank invite you to our second
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"e largest country in East Africa, and bordering eight countries 
including Kenya, Zambia and Uganda, Tanzania boasts long  
coral-fringed beaches and vast savannah plains. 
By Judith Baker

Tanzania

The country we know today as Tanzania was 
born when Tanganyika and Zanzibar merged 
in 1964 a!er achieving independence from 
Britain three years earlier. Today, Tanzania is 
a unique gem of a destination waiting to be 

discovered by the world’s travellers. 
"e country’s wonders range from Kilimanjaro, 

the highest permanently snow-capped, free-standing 
mountain in the world, to the exotic islands of 
Zanzibar. "e game sanctuaries of Serengeti, Tarangire, 

Lake Manyara, Ngorongoro Crater, Ruaha, Selous and 
the Marine Park of Ma#a Island are breathtaking and 
the nation’s scenery, topography and friendly people 
have helped tourism grow. It now includes beach 
holidays, game hunting, historical and archaeological 
ventures – and some of the best wildlife photography 
safaris on the continent. 

A two-centre holiday here is increasingly popular, 
combining the exhilaration of a safari in the Serengeti 
with relaxation on the tropical beaches of Zanzibar.
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SAFARIS
"e north of Tanzania can provide some of the best 
safari experiences in Africa for #rst-time safarigoers, 
and some of the most beautiful views on the continent. 
"e south is perfect for those who prefer a quieter, $y-in 
safari, perhaps missing the large numbers of wildlife in 
the north, but enjoying the privacy and exclusivity of 
southern parks. 

THE SERENGETI
Covering an area of 5,700 sq miles (14,700 sq km), the 
world-famous Serengeti National Park is Tanzania’s 
oldest, and one of the world’s last great wildlife refuges. 
Home to the spectacular Great Migration where millions 
of wildebeest, "omson’s gazelle and zebra cross the 
plains in search of water, the Serengeti is one of the best 
places on earth to see lion – there are over 3,000 here. 
"e short grass makes viewing easy, and elephant, gira+e 
and zebra are to be seen in great numbers, as are cheetah 
and the African Wild dog. Animals such as gazelle, 
impala, hartebeest, topi and waterbuck can be observed, 
and hippo can be spotted bathing in their muddy pools.

NGORONGORO 
is a fascinating and unusual conservation area that 
includes the 100 sq mile (260 sq km) Ngorongoro Crater 
at its centre, and extends through the Crater Highlands 
in which local tribes maintain their traditional 
lifestyles in as natural an environment as possible. "is 
extraordinary volcanic landscape is rich and fertile, with 
stunning craters and lakes, and the high altitude creates a 
malaria-free microclimate. 

KILIMANJARO 
is the highest mountain in Africa, and the highest in the 
world that can be climbed by regular tourists, although 
it remains a considerable feat of human endurance. 
Easily accessible from Arusha airport, it adds another 
dimension to a Tanzanian adventure.
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Z ANZIBAR
Zanzibar is an exceptional, charismatic tropical 
archipelago of over 50 islands, with numerous tiny 
coral atolls and islands to explore, providing a very 
di+erent and intimate beach experience and some of 
the best diving in the world. Spend time soaking up the 
atmosphere of Zanzibar’s main island, exploring the 
coconut groves and spice plantations of the island centre, 
or head for an Indian Ocean island retreat – perfect for 
anyone in need of true escapism.

Stone Town, at the heart of Zanzibar City on the main 
island, is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, steeped in the 
island’s historical mix of Arab, Portuguese and African 
in$uences. "e ancient maze of narrow streets is a 
romantic hotchpotch of historic old stone buildings built 
close together for cool respite from the tropical island 
sun, and shaded by elegantly carved balconies, loggias 
and verandas that cling precipitously overhead. 

MUST DO IN ZANZIBAR 
Prise yourself away from the hotel beach club and 
head to Prison Island –a former prison for slaves and a 
quarantine station for Zanzibar. Today the island is home 
to giant tortoises whose ancestors were imported from 
the Seychelles in the late 19th century.

At the centre of Stone Town are the Persian-style 
Hamamni Baths, built at the command of Sultan 
Bargash at the end of the 19th century. Echoes of 
Zanzibar’s sinister past are to be found in Tippu Tip’s 
House, built for the notorious slave and ivory trader 
Hamad bin Muhammad el-Marjab, and a former slave 
pit in nearby Kelele Square. 

DON’T MISS
!  Sunset dhow cruise – romance on the high seas
!  Spice tour – A!er touring a spice farm, visit the 

markets where you can purchase pure spices. Later 
chefs can teach you to create traditional dishes from 
local cuisine

!  "e Jozani Chwaka Bay National Park – home to an 
endangered species of red colobus monkey found only 
in Zanzibar 

!  Shopping tours – Zanzibar is a shopper’s paradise. 
Stone Town’s winding streets are crammed with stores 
selling antiques, art, gemstones, jewellery, perfumes, 
fabric, silver and of course its famous spices 

EATING AND DRINKING IN STONE TOWN
!  "e balcony bar at the Africa House hotel, the former 

English Club in colonial times, is the place to be seen 
for sundowners 

!  A!er dark, head to Forodhani Gardens to eat freshly-
caught #sh

!  Mercury’s, just two minutes from the Old Fort, is a 
beachfront tribute to Freddie Mercury, who was born 
in Zanzibar

!  Emerson & Green Hotel typi#es Stone Town style, 
with its breathtaking architecture. It’s also famous for 
its roo!op dinners 

PEMBA ISLAND
30 miles (50km) south 
of the main island, 
and directly opposite 
the mainland port of 
Tanga is the fertile 
Pemba Island which, 
although smaller, is 
hillier and greener and 
grows three times as 
many cloves. Pemba 
has its own distinctive 
character, with historical 
monuments, particularly 
ruined mosques and 
tombs, some excellent 
beaches and spectacular 
waterskiing and diving.
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ACCOMMODATION
Tanzania has a vast range of exceptional 
accommodation in some of the most stunning 
and remote locations across its safari centres, 
including Serengeti, Tarangire and Selous. 
"ey range from basic but charming camps to 
top-end luxury safari lodges. 

Zanzibar o+ers beachfront resorts to suit all 
budgets, from Chumbe Island eco-resort south 
of Stone Town to the extreme and exclusive 
luxury of Mnemba Private Island o+ the north-
eastern coast. Stone Town has a few good 
hotels in interesting historic buildings.

THE FOUR SEASONS SAFARI LODGE SERENGETI 
is a new luxury lodge in the Seronera area, 
generally thought to be the best year-round 
game viewing area of the Serengeti. "e lodge 
nestles in the heart of the untamed savannah. 
"is is safari with style – a personal telescope 
from a private viewing deck, good food and 
wine and state-of-the-art air-conditioning 
systems that ensure bug-free nights. "e on-
site spa o+ers a welcome jet lag massage, or 
an après-game drive spot of relaxation before 
enjoying a Bellini overlooking the savannah. Try 
a balloon ride over the Serengeti – the best way 
to get a bird’s eye view of the Great Migration.
www.fourseasons.com/serengeti

SANCTUARY SWALA CAMP
is a luxurious lodge nestled in an acacia and 
baobab forest in the south-west corner of the 
Tarangire National Park – an area teeming 
with some of Africa’s largest herds of elephant 
and over 300 species of birds. "e Camp 
o+ers sweeping views of the savannah, and 
sizeable tents thoughtfully out#tted with all the 
comforts of home, such as en suite bathrooms 
and gleaming hardwood $oors. 
www.sanctuaryretreats.com

SAADANI SAFARI LODGE
about 105 miles (170 km) north of Dar es Salaam, 
is an eco-chic beachfront experience, where 
you can actually see the big game come out of 
the bush onto the sand for a swim in the Indian 
Ocean. Located within the Saadani National Park, 
one of the last coastal nature reserves in Africa, 
there is an abundance of monkeys and butter$ies. 
"is simple resort, with all 15 rooms and suites on 
the edge of the sand, is extremely popular with 
honeymoon couples. "ere are two swimming 
pools for those who don’t like the sea, a 24-metre 
in#nity pool and a romantic rock pool set 
amongst the bushes. "ere is a restaurant, co+ee 
shop, bar and library together with a watering 
hole where you can see an assortment of di+erent 
animals coming to drink. A popular excursion is 
to take a boat ride up to the nearby Wami River 
to explore the wondrous scenery, where a sister 
lodge is currently being built.
www.saadanilodge.com

THE ZANZIBAR SERENA INN
in the heart of Zanzibar’s Stone Town, is 
operated by the Serena Hotel Group and owned 
by the Aga Khan. "e seafront building has 
been restored in keeping with its surroundings 
and has 51 en-suite rooms, 42 standard rooms, 6 
prime rooms and 4 suites. A great location from 
which to explore Stone Town. 
www.serenahotels.com

SAFARI SPA
Nestled at the foot of Mount Meru is the 
luxurious Safari Spa, more a guesthouse than 
a hotel. It has an ideal location very near the 
base of Mount Meru and on clear days you 
can see Kilimanjaro from the roo!op terrace 
in the main building. "e gardens are in 
immaculate condition with horses roaming 
around. "e owners also run a health hydro 
from the farm where guests can relax and 
get rid of city stress. "e rooms are scattered 
individually in the garden and a renovated 
barn serves as the bar and restaurant area. "e 
food is home cooked, as you would expect 
from a farm. "ere is a cosy #replace upstairs 
where you can sit and relax. Drinks will be 
served to you in the lounge area. All rooms 
are individually placed around the garden 
and furnished in their own theme. Each 
room overlooks the pool area and has a small 
verandah where you can sit and take in the 
African sun. As well as horse riding there is 
a full gym, spa bath and aromatherapy, sauna 
and steam room and tennis courts.
www.tanzania-adventure.com/safari-spa-arusha

KASKAZI HORSE SAFARIS 
o+er the chance to explore the remote African 
bush on horseback for a Tanzanian safari with 
a di+erence. About two hours south-west of 
Arusha lies Kilo Bravo, where Kaskazi Horse 
Safaris is based. Founded out of a passion 
for horses and the staggering savannahs and 
wildlife of Tanzania, the safaris are privately-
guided horseback rides with the focus on 
discovering o+-the-beaten-track routes. Many 
of the horses are ex-polo horses, all purpose-
trained for safaris. "ey include El Gannador 
(“"e Winner”), who was imported from 
South Africa where he played high-goal polo. 
Itineraries are available for both beginners and 
experienced riders.

"e Kilo Bravo stables are in a scenic and 
cool setting and have a magni#cent view of 
Mount Meru and the surrounding forests. "e 
accommodation for riders is in traditional 
East African tents, catering for all comforts 
and needs. Food is of a high standard, with 
professional bush chefs serving a mixture of 
African and international cuisine, all fresh and 
home cooked.
www.kaskazihorsesafaris.com
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TANZANIA - THE FACTS

Capital: Dodoma
Size: 364,900 sq miles (945,000 sq km)
Population: 45,000,000 (2012)
Currency: Tanzanian shilling
Language: Swahili or English

Visas

Citizens of Nigeria require a visa to travel to Tanzania. Contact:
High Commission of the United Republic of Tanzania
11, Ganges Street, Ministers’ Hill, Maitama, P.M.B. 5225, Wuse, Abuja
Immigration direct tel: +234 9 413 2312
General: +234 9 413 2313, 4131944
Fax: +234 9 413 2314
e-mail: tanabuja@lycos.com

Getting There

There are no direct scheduled flights from Nigeria to Tanzania. 
Airlines offering one- or two-stop routes include:
Emirates: www.emirates.com
South African Airways: www.flysaa.com
Ethiopian Airlines: www.ethiopianairlines.com
Kenya Airways: www.kenya-airways.com
If you’re planning to visit northern Tanzania, the best airport to arrive 
at is Kilimanjaro International Airport (KIA). If you’re planning to visit 
Zanzibar, southern and western Tanzania, fly to Dar es Salaam (DAR). 

Getting Around Within Tanzania

Travelling within Tanzania is easily done by plane, and a number of 
domestic airlines link the popular safari destinations and the coast. 
Some of the more upmarket safari lodges have their own airstrips and 
use small planes operated by private charter companies. 
Roads in the wilder areas are not well maintained and self-drive is not 
advised. However operators can arrange drivers who will double as 
informal guides.

Domestic Airlines: 
Air Tanzania: Tel: +255 22 211 8411  www.airtanzania.co.tz/
Precision Air: Tel: +255 22 212 1718  www.precisionairtz.com 
Coastal Aviation: Tel: +255 22 284 2700  www.coastal.cc

Tours 

Tanzania Odyssey www.tanzaniaodyssey.com
Gallery Tours (Zanzibar) www.gallerytours.net
www.steppestravel.co.uk for tailor made tours
www.steppesdiscovery.co.uk for wildlife and conservation travel

More information

Tanzania Tourist Board www.tanzaniatouristboard.com
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It has been 45 years since Abdulrazak Gurnah 
$ed a troubled Zanzibar for the welcoming 
environment of the UK. Now a professor of 
English at the University of Kent in Canterbury he 
has lived there ever since, apart from a short spell 

in Nigeria when he was given his #rst academic posting 
at Bayero University in Kano.

"e Booker-nominated author #rst arrived in the UK 
as a penniless immigrant who had to study at technical 
college at night to continue his education. Since then 
he has written eight novels, including Paradise, which 
was shortlisted for the Booker Prize and the Whitbread 
Prize in 1994, and By the Sea, which also made the 
Booker list as well as being shortlisted for the Los 
Angeles Times Book Award.

It’s perhaps not surprising that many of Professor 
Gurnah’s novels centre on themes of home and 
belonging, not least because he has struggled with that 
concept all his life. "e Zanzibar revolution of 1963 
following independence from Britain had resulted in 

thousands of Arab and Indian citizens being massacred 
and hundreds expelled. In Gurnah’s case, it was decades 
before he was able to return to his native land, having 
created a completely new life in England.

“Nevertheless, I don’t feel at home in the UK,” he says 
in an exclusive interview with Fi!h Chukker Magazine. 
“It’s a big word, ‘home’. Of course I know my way around; 
I know how to get what I want, but if you were to shake 
me awake at 4am and ask me where I am from, my 
answer would be Zanzibar. It’s some place that can’t be 
altered, that sense of where you belong. It doesn’t mean I 
am unhappy in England, but there are times when it is a 
discomfort, both culturally and personally.”

Zanzibar’s revolution was short-lived and in 1964 the 
islands merged with Tanganyika, and the new country 
was soon renamed the United Republic of Tanzania. 
But the islands, where for centuries Arabs, Christians, 
Africans and Indians had lived in harmony, were 
forever changed and the cultural e+ects of revolution 
have taken time to subside.

Tanzanian novelist and academic Abdulrazak Gurnah  
on the eternal quest for home

Diasporic Dilemmas

“It’s a big word, ‘home’. Of course I know my way 
around; I know how to get what I want, but if 
you were to shake me awake at 4am and ask me 
where I am from, my answer would be Zanzibar.”
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 It wasn’t until 1983 that an amnesty was declared 
and all those who $ed without papers were allowed to 
return. But in 1980 Abdulrazak Gurnah had decided 
to take up a job o+er in Kano, where he lived for two 
years. “It was in the time of Shagari when Nigeria was 
over$owing with money, so there were hundreds of 
academic jobs being advertised,” he recalls. “One of my 
teachers was the external examiner at Bayero University 
and another colleague was Nigerian, and they both 
encouraged me to take the position. 

“I remembered Kano from school geography books 
and I thought it would be wonderful to live there. I 
was very keen to return to Africa and I was excited to 
be going to the Muslim part of Nigeria with a history 
of connections with North Africa and Sudan. But 
it was not the cosmopolitan Muslim culture I had 
expected. Nigeria is abundant with writers, artists 
and musicians, and good students as well. But it was 
very different and I didn’t know the history enough to 
understand where I was living.”

Nevertheless he found his two years in Kano 
stimulating. “Travelling ful#ls something quite important 
in the individual,” he says. “In my case I am sure it made 
me simply more knowledgeable, nothing more. I was 
forced to understand and to pay attention. I realised you 
can’t get away with summary accounts of other people 
and other cultures; you have to get to know them.” 

For Nigerians, many of whom send their children 
abroad to be educated, the debate over identity is not 
in doubt. Nigerians are Nigerian, whether they go 
to school in the UK or Switzerland. But the deeper 
concept of identity is one that deserves examination in 
Gurnah’s opinion.

“When you are young you think you can live 
anywhere, but sometimes the distances between one 
culture and another are so vast they are alienating,” 
he says. “One of my research students, who lives in 
Kuwait but is Egyptian by origin, told me how she 
grew up in New Zealand. Both her parents are doctors 
and at one point in her childhood her mother insisted 
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the family return to the Middle East for fear they 
would forget they were Arabs.

“Very much against the children’s wishes they went 
to Kuwait, but she now sees her mother was absolutely 
right. What her mother understood was that there is 
something to lose in this diasporic state. If there is a big 
distance to travel culturally, there is more to lose as you 
get further and further away.”

In contrast, Gurnah and his brother felt they had 
little choice but to leave their homeland. They fled 
with very dubious documents and with only £400 
between them. Gurnah worked as a hospital porter in 
London to fund his studies. 

“When the revolution happened we had just started 
secondary school and by the time we had #nished the 
GCSE/O level stage, as it was then, the two institutions 
that allowed you to go beyond that were closed down,” 
he recalls. 

“In addition National Service was introduced and 
from the age of 17 all school kids were required to 
undertake mandatory work. "ey replaced people who 
had been expelled from Zanzibar and there were no 
limits as to the length of this employment. I decided I 
wasn’t having this, and at 17, in a reckless, young and 
stupid way, I thought everything would work out.”

And indeed it did. He is now welcomed each time 
he returns to Zanzibar and is often invited to give 
seminars on his work. His books Paradise, Admiring 
Silence and By the Sea in particular look at the effects 
of diaspora and displacement. Set in the East Africa 
coastal region and countries like the UK, they look 

at themes such as post-colonialism, race, a sense of 
otherness and the concept of paradise.

“I grew up speaking Swahili and I was taught English 
in school,” he recalls. “At a certain stage all the teaching 
was done in English in secondary school. "is was 
torture but all the secondary teachers were European so 
they couldn’t have taught us in another language. It was a 
great torment to get over. 

At a symposium arranged by the National Library in 
Zanzibar, mainly to A-level students, their teacher and 
other interested people, Gurnah made an interesting 
discovery. “"ey knew very well a great deal of writing 
that wasn’t even familiar to me, all contemporary. I was 
impressed they were reading it and it opened my eyes 
to a lively, contemporary, written culture in Swahili, my 
native language.”

Abdulrazak Gurnah’s latest novel is %e Last Gi) 
(2011), published in the UK by Bloomsbury. He has also 
edited two volumes of Essays on African Writing and has 
published articles on a number of post-colonial writers.

But he dismisses any attempt to compare him to the 
great Chinua Achebe, who also lived in Britain at the 
same time. “I met him once or twice but I didn’t know 
him at all,” he says. “I think the comparison is a bit 
far-fetched.”

Nevertheless he is Zanzibar’s most famous literary 
son. And perhaps it’s true that home is where the heart 
is. Professor Gurnah’s brother has returned to Zanzibar, 
where his sister also lives, so he still has blood ties with 
the island. As he says: “Places live within you and I think 
about Zanzibar several times every day.” !
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Fifth Chukker  
Magazine’s first year 

It’s exactly a year since the 
launch of Fi!h Chukker 
Magazine – and what a year 
it’s been! We have covered fast 
and furious polo and fabulous 

fashion, and featured honoured 
guests. We have interviewed elite 
players including the great Adolfo 
Cambiaso himself, and we’ve chatted 
to those at the top of their game in 
other spheres, such as Senator Ike 

at the golden age of polo.
Fi!h Chukker Magazine has 

found its way beyond the hallowed 
grounds of the Kangimi Resort 
into luxury hotels and clubs across 
Nigeria and beyond. We’re proud 
to say that our readers are most 
distinguished – even famous. And as 
Fi!h Chukker’s fame grows, so does 
Fi!h Chukker Magazine. We go 
hand in hand, into the future! !

1 2

3

Ekweremadu, architect David Adjaye, 
author Chimamanda Adichie, 
fashion designer Lisa Folawiyo and 
singer D’Banj.

We have also covered the 
inaugural Access Bank Fi!h 
Chukker Ham Polo Day, reported 
on Fi!h Chukker’s partnership 
with UNICEF, which has raised 
more than N100m for projects in 
Northern Nigeria, and looked back 
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%.  Adamu Atta, Aigboje 
Aig-Imoukhede 

&.  Governor of 
Kaduna, Mukhtar 
Ramalan Yero 

'.  Adam Taylor and 
Aliko Dangote 

(.  Adamu Atta signs  
a programme for 
Tobe Ogbue 

).  Mariano Latorre, 
Hilde Kristiansen 
and John Michel 
Stano 

*. Adolfo Cambiaso 
+.  Patrick Guerrand- 

Hermès 
,.  Copies of Fi!h 

Chukker Magazine
-.  Adamu Atta with 

Gabriel Batistuta
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NAME COUNTRY HANDICAP

Agustin Merlos  Arg 10

Alejandro Novillo Astrada  Arg 8

Julio Novillo Astrada  Arg 8

Silvestre Donovan  Arg 8

Justo Amuchastegui  Arg 7

Manuel Crespo  Arg 7

Pablo Heurette  Arg 7

Juan Ignazu  Arg 7

Ezekiel Martinez  Arg 7

Frankie Menendez  Arg 7

Tomas Pieres  Arg 7

Agustin Von Wernich  Arg 7

Guillermo Wellington  Arg 7

Diego White  Arg 7

"e players at  
Fi!h Chukker Polo  
& Country Club

NAME COUNTRY HANDICAP

Santiago Allaria  Arg 6

Benjamin Araya  Arg 6

Facundo Castagnola  Arg 6

Santiago Cernadas  Arg 6

Gareth Evans  SA 6

Francisco Fucci  Arg 6

Francisco Irastorza  Arg 6

Luis Lalor Arg 6

Francisco Lanusse  Arg 6

Buster Mackenzie  SA 6

Eduardo Menendez  Arg 6

Gaston Moore  Arg 6

Rafael Pando  Arg 6

Marcelo Pascual  Arg 6

Rompo Roman  Arg 6

Benjamin Uigiza  Arg 6

Alejandro Villoa  Arg 6

Selby Williamson  SA 6
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NAME COUNTRY HANDICAP

Santiago Novillo Astrada  Arg 5

Jorge Cernadas  Arg 5

Patricio Cieza  Arg 5

Martin Pasqual  Arg 5

Juan Roman  Arg 5

Bello Buba Nig 4

Bruno Cipponeri  Fr 4

Gonzalo Diz  Arg 4

David Evans  SA 4

Agustin Lorea  Arg 4

Martin Marlton  SA 4

Marcos Rooney  Arg 4

Brett Watson  SA 4

Lance Watson  SA 4

Adamu Atta  Nig 3

Dawule Baba Nig 3

Hamisu Buba Nig 3

Sayyu Dantata Nig 3

Sbu Duma  SA 3

Babangida Hassan Nig 3

Ed Judge  UK 3

Yusuf Katako Nig 3

Ibrahim Mohammed Nig 3

Castor Ocampo  Arg 3

Martin Roman  UK 3

NAME COUNTRY HANDICAP

Muktar Adahama Nig 2

Kashim Bukar Nig 2

Bashir Dantata Nig 2

Sherri-Lynn Hensman  Zim 2

Erin Jones  SA 2

Facundo Llorente  Arg 2

Lesley-Ann Masterton  Ja 2

Jamilu Mohammed Nig 2

Abdulmalik Badamasi Nig 1

Musty Fasinro Nig 1

Gambo Mohammed Nig 1

Lado Mohammed Nig 1

Suleiman Sani Bello Nig 0

Usman Dantata Nig 0

Damian Duncan Nig 0

Bashir Hadeja Nig 0

Hon. Ahmed Aliyu Wadada Nig 0

Shuaibu Zakari Nig 0

Sherif Shagaya Nig -1

Mustapha Sheriff Nig -1
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It is really important that your horses  
are right before they play chukkers,  
that they are properly #t, supple, gentle 
and calm. 

It is also key for the rider to be #t. 
When I was at Oxford I was captain of the 

university fencing team and in the Olympic 
fencing selection. We trained incredibly hard 
and I could not believe the contrast in polo, 
where no one seemed to do training. Players 
frequently retired from the sport with back 
problems, which I am sure was down to damage 
caused through lack of #tness and stretching.

When I coached the England team years 
later, and told the team to meet me in the gym 
the following morning, they looked at me 
aghast. Players thought that being on a horse 
was enough. Now it is the norm and everyone 
does it. We ran a course at Beaufort last year 
and had people doing Pilates. It really made a 
di+erence. You can’t be balanced on a horse if 
you are un#t and in$exible. 

Indeed, high-goal teams now have personal 
trainers, and some yards are now even 
installing gyms for the players (for example 
Martin Brown, who has hosted the Talandracas 
team for several years, has done just that). It is 
a common sight to see players jig-jogging 
around, throwing balls and doing various 
warm-up exercises and stretches. Not just 
high-goal, either – it is #ltering down to 
medium-goal and below. Personal trainers who 
specialise in polo are becoming more and more 
prevalent, with a real focus on cross training 
and strengthening the core. Without a strong 
core a player cannot balance when they are 
tired, and will lose the ability to control the 
horse e+ectively with their legs or make an 
accurate shot, as they will not be able to hold 
their body in the correct position. !

Keeping 
Fit is the 
Key to a 
Successful 
Game

Claire Tomlinson:
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he says. And for Chatila’s customers, the bene!ts of 

dealing with someone who has such a huge passion for 

and experience with jewels cannot be underestimated: 

Marwan displays an impressive insight into his clients’ 

needs and seems to know instinctively what they are 

looking for. 

“It’s difficult to define how it works,” he admits. 

“Our clients range from a young engaged couple who 

are looking for their only diamond purchase that is 

going to last them for the rest of their lives, to 

extremely wealthy collectors who buy jewellery "# or 

"$ times a year. For many people buying jewels can be 

what the French call a ‘coup de foudre’ (love at first 

sight), where there’s something in the window and 

they have to own it.”

He turns to a stunning necklace set with cultured 

pearls and diamonds. “Something like this would 

probably be worn at a wedding, possibly a gi% for the 

bride from her father, her future husband, or the family 

of her future husband,” he says. &en, indicating a 

beautiful pair of earrings inlaid with colourful, 

semi-precious stones: “&is is more ‘shopping in 

Harrods’ type of jewellery.”

Many of Chatila’s clients are, like the late Elizabeth 

Taylor, serious jewellery collectors. “At a certain level 

buying gems is an investment decision rather than a 

gi% from a man to a woman,” explains Marwan, 

showing us a very rare $'-carat intense yellow diamond 

necklace that “will probably sell for !ve million 

dollars”. &e Chatila family has an impressive jewel 

collection of their own, which includes an extremely 

rare red diamond. Five or six years ago, Chatila owned 

and sold the $(-carat Rangoon Splendour, the largest 

ruby ever mined in Burma.

Sourcing )awless stones is fundamental to Chatila’s 

reputation. “We have $# or *# sources from all over the 

world,” says Marwan. “We don’t own mines, but we have 

a good relationship with mining companies and with the 

governments in Africa.” 

Surrounded by such magni!cent pieces of jewellery 

every day, does Marwan have any personal favourites? 

“I’m old fashioned,” he admits. “I like diamonds, of all 

colours.” Coloured diamonds shine brightly from many 

of Chatila’s designs, and are a popular feature of their 

work. “Settings are important,” Marwan continues. “&e 

rarer the stone, the simpler the setting, usually. If the 

stone is perfect then there’s no reason to detract from the 

beauty with a man-made design.” 

Marwan and his wife, Azia, are generous supporters of 

children’s charities, including CLIC Sargent and SOS 

Children’s Villages. Marwan recognises that, when 

attending fundraising events, “you see a lot more 

jewellery now than you did "# years ago. When you go to 

parties you see some serious jewellery being worn.” &is, 

he believes, is because “there’s so much foreign in)uence 

and new money in)uence, even the conservative English 

mentality is changing as regards jewellery.”

Whatever the changes in fashion, one thing about 

jewellery will always stay the same. For, despite  

Marwan Chatila’s rich family history, impeccable 

quali!cations and considerable experience, “nobody  

has found a replacement for a diamond ring yet, you 

know – fortunately!” !

www.chatila.com

“Settings are important. The rarer 

the stone, the simpler the setting, 

usually. If the stone is perfect the 

there’s no reason to detract from the 

beauty with a man-made design.”

Sapphire bead 

and diamonds 

tassel 
eardrops. 

Sapphires 

+$."$ carats, 

diamonds

+.#( carats.

Diamond necklace set with a 

total of ,$$."( carats of fancy 

cut diamonds.

“Royal Diamond” by Chatila ladies’ diamond  

set bracelet watches in ,-ct gold 

Diamond-set, ,- carat yellow gold 

“Due” watch on silk straps with 

pink and yellow sapphire invisible 

set dials. Available in other colours

Kunzites, citrine and 

diamond necklace and 

earrings. Semi-precious 

stones ,"'.$" carats, 

diamonds *.$, carats.  

Earrings semi-precious 

stones ",... carats, 

diamonds ,.,* carats.

luxury listChatila

golf

golf

NIGERIA’S FINEST FAIRWAYS

Lakowe Golf Course

Tel: +234 704 5677634, +234 1 4488285

www.lakowelakes.com 

Designed by PGA pro and golf course 

architect Robert O’Friel, this par-72, 18-

hole course 25 minutes outside Lagos 

incorporates unspoilt coastal forest 400 

metres from the waves of the Atlantic Ocean.

IBB International Country Club, Abuja

Tel: +234 9 523 2015, +234 9 523 4140 

www.ibbgolfclubnigeria.com

18-hole 6,098-metre parkland course 

bisected by streams, ponds and lakes and 

25 bridges and spanning over 100 hectares. 

Built in 1990. 

Air Assault Golf Club

Email: info@airassaultgolf.com 

www.airassaultgolf.com 

Popular 18-hole oil industry tournament 

course in Rivers State established  

26 years ago.

Port Harcourt Golf Club

www.thephclub.org

Large leisure complex with 18-hole “all 

green” course and a bar/clubhouse plus 

pool, gym and football facilities.

Ikeja Golf Club

Tel: +234 1 7937200, +234 81 24665557

www.ikejagolfclub.com

Built in the 1960s, this par-71, 5,272-metre 

18-hole green Lagos golf course spans  

10 acres. 

MicCom Golf Hotels

Tel: +234 1 7404002

www.miccomgolfhotels.com

Picturesque 18-hole all-green golf course 

in Ada, Osun State, set amongst tranquil 

forests with natural hazards.

Le Méridien Ibom Golf Club in Nigeria

Tel: +234 706 4078224 

that turn up and have to wait to practise their swing. 

Yet it isn’t just Nigeria’s moneyed elite that get to do 

battle with tricky doglegs and lightning-fast greens – a 

International Country Club and Ikoyi Golf Club too, 

where a loyal clientele enjoy top-notch facilities and 

available tee times are snapped up like gold dust. 

So what next for Nigerian golf? With golf now a 

rmed feature of the !"#$ Rio de Janeiro Olympic 

Games, there are already plans for a golf tournament 

for West African youth players to see what raw talent 
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tanzania

!e largest country in East Africa, and bordering eight countries 

including Kenya, Zambia and Uganda, Tanzania boasts long  

coral-fringed beaches and vast savannah plains. 

By Judith Baker

Tanzania

T he country we know today as Tanzania was 
born when Tanganyika and Zanzibar merged 

in !"#$ a%er achieving independence from 
Britain three years earlier. Today, Tanzania is 

a unique gem of a destination waiting to be 

discovered by the world’s travellers. 
&e country’s wonders range from Kilimanjaro, 

the highest permanently snow-capped, free-standing 

mountain in the world, to the exotic islands of 

Zanzibar. &

Lake Manyara, Ngorongoro Crater, Ruaha, Selous and 

the Marine Park of Ma'a Island are breathtaking and 

the nation’s scenery, topography and friendly people 

have helped tourism grow. It now includes beach 

holidays, game hunting, historical and archaeological 

ventures – and some of the best wildlife photography 

safaris on the continent. 
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Ask a Nigerian who the country’s leading 
fashion photographer is, and they’ll 
probably name Kelechi Amadi-Obi. So 
they’ll probably be surprised to learn 
that the country’s leading name in 

fashion photography didn’t start his career in fashion or 
photography, but in drawing and painting. 

As a child, Kelechi Amadi-Obi was obsessed with 
drawing, and from an early age he began reading and 
researching books on visual art and art history. However, 
coming from a family of lawyers (his father had been a 
High Court Judge and his four siblings were all lawyers) he 
followed the obvious choice and studied for a law degree.

But the creative pull was so strong that, in his third 
year as an undergraduate, Kelechi decided he was going 
to be a full-time studio artist. Law school had brought 
him to Lagos and, a!er completing his youth service, he 
settled there and began practising full-time as an artist. 
Kelechi recollects that the art scene at that time was 
amazing, and his experiences were on a par with those 
you might expect in a city like New York.

Kelechi held his "rst charity art exhibition in a 
generous aunt’s sitting room. #e exhibition was 
reasonably successful, raising about two million Naira. 
A!er the exhibition he began to get more commissions, 
and soon he had more clients than he could handle – a 
situation he found unbearable. 

Kelechi quickly realised he could not a$ord the 
time to sketch his paintings in drawing pads, so he 
bought a camera and began taking photographs as 
reference materials for his paintings. “I fell in love with 
photography immediately I saw that I could manipulate 
the picture a!er taking it into the darkroom,” he says. 
Before long he began to exhibit his photographs outside 
Nigeria, everywhere from Mali to Milan.

Kelechi 
Amadi-Obi

The Genius of 
Fashion Photographer 
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polo people

O
n British soil, polo has long been a 

favourite sport amongst the royal 

family. Prince Philip played for many 

years, followed by his son Charles, who 

reached a 4-goal handicap, played high 

goal and was a pretty formidable back. He retired from 

the sport only relatively recently, following a bad fall 

in 2001 at Cirencester where he swallowed his tongue 

and briefly lost consciousness. His sons William and 

Harry now play, both off 1-goal handicaps. They 

would no doubt like to play more, but as both are in 

the military, time is limited. 

India, birthplace of modern polo, has a long tradition 

of polo-playing Maharajahs, especially in Jaipur. As far 

back as 1887, His Highness Sir Pratap Singh formed part 

of a very successful team that dominated Indian polo. 

'ese days there is Maharaj Narendra Singh, husband of 

Princess Diya Kumari of Jaipur, who took up polo rather 

later in life at the age of 32, but has attained a zero-goal 

handicap and taken a Royal Jaipur team to Germany, 

Italy and many other countries around the world. 

From blue-washed Jodhpur hails Shivraj Singh, son of 

Maharajah Gaj Singh, whose playing career was ended 

by a serious fall during a polo match in 2005, having 

previously been a poster boy for Indian polo. 

'e UAE can boast a double – the *rst Emirati 

princess to play polo: Sheikha Maitha bint Mohammed 

bin Rashid Al Maktoum, daughter of Sheikh Maktoum, 

ruler of Dubai and legendary racehorse owner. Her 

Highness won the Cartier Dubai Challenge in February 

and is to be the only lady playing high goal in the UK 

this season. 2012 saw a warm-up in the form of the 

Warwickshire Cup and, of course, her presence at the 

Access Bank–Fi,h Chukker polo event at Ham Polo 

Club last June. With the might of the Maktoum dynasty 

behind her, and management aided by Adolfo Cambiaso’s 

Whilst polo in some ways is shedding its elitist image, in certain 

respects it retains the old quality of attracting the aristocracy 

– members of royal families around the world continue to take 

part in the aptly-named Sport of Kings. It is an expensive sport, 

and usually (there are exceptions!) members of royal families 

tend to have a certain amount of disposable income and, in most 

cases, equestrian backgrounds, thus somewhat facilitating their 

participation in this beautiful game. 

 in PoloRoyalty

OPPOSITE Sheikha Maitha bint 

Mohammed bin  

Rashid Al Maktoum
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A
s Nigerian sports stars go, they don’t come 

much bigger than footballer Nwankwo 

Kanu. Twice voted CAF African Player of 

the Year and an Olympic Gold medallist, 

Kanu is Africa’s most decorated player. 

His remarkable career has seen him win trophies with 

some of the best teams in Europe, including the UEFA 

European Cup with Dutch team Ajax and two Premier 

League titles with Arsenal in England.

Kanu’s international career is equally impressive. !e 

six-foot "ve-inch striker was a member of the Nigerian 

national team from 1994 until 2010 and has played in 

two FIFA World Cup tournaments. He won 86 caps 

and scored 13 goals for his country, and until last year 

was the joint most-capped Nigerian player of all time 

alongside Muda Lawal.

Kanu is also a UNICEF Nigeria Goodwill 

Ambassador, helping orphaned and vulnerable 

children with AIDS. So it is entirely appropriate  

that he has become Fifth Chukker’s 2013/2014 Charity 

Ambassador for a wide range of children’s charity 

projects in Nigeria.

Nwankwo KanuFi!h Chukker welcomes our new Charity Ambassador, 

Adam Taylor, Business Development Manager at 

Fi+h Chukker, says: “It is a great honour to welcome 

Kanu as Fi+h Chukker’s charity ambassador. 

this partnership we very much look forward to helping 

bring about meaningful and sustainable change to the 

underprivileged children of Nigeria.” 

Born in Owerri in Imo State in 1976, Kanu kicked o

his football career at the Nigerian league club Federation 

Works, before moving to Iwuanyanwu Nationale. He 

started playing for the Nigeria Under-17 side in 

signed to Ajax the same year. 

Kanu was at the height of his career, having scored 

the winning goal in the "nal match against Brazil in the 

1996 Atlanta Olympics, when disaster struck. A routine 

medical for his new team, Inter Milan, showed he had 

a faulty aortic valve. Not only did this serious heart 

condition mean that 19-year-old Kanu needed four hours 

of open heart surgery, but he was also told his football 

career was over. 

“When it happened the doctor said to me, ‘You can’t play 

football again’. It was the end of the world. I was scared. 

But I’m a Christian and I prayed that God would help 



art in focus

W
hilst Nic was a student studying 

sculpture at the Chelsea College 

of Art, he saw the !th-century BC 

Head of a Horse of Selene from 

the Parthenon, which is one of 

the Elgin Marbles on display at the British Museum. It 

sparked a lifelong obsession with sculpting the horse’s 

head. His works, sometimes as enormous as "! feet tall, 

capture the spirit, beauty and majesty of the horse with 

compelling power and fascination. His work is in demand 

by collectors and galleries alike and he exhibits around 

the world in public places such as Marble Arch in London 

and Ascot, Goodwood, Philadelphia and Deauville 

Britain’s most innovative and 

exciting sculptor, Nic Fiddian-

Green is poised once again to 

capture the public’s attention 

with the creation of a new 

striking sculpture of the horse’s 

head. !is piece, the "#-foot 

Trojan Head in Copper, will be 

on display at !e Economist 

Plaza, London as part of his 

summer exhibition in June. 

NIC FIDDIAN-GREEN

Heads Above  the Rest

Marble Arch
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Whether your taste is for the prancing horse, the sleek McLaren or the stately Bentley, 
there are plenty of supercars to tempt your pocket. Here we select some of the latest 

models, high-end high-performance cars that are as much at home in the city as they 
are on the open road. With more than enough horsepower under the bonnet, they are 

the ultimate ride. Take your wallet out, put your foot down and enjoy!

SUPERCARS Choose your Ride

MCLAREN P1
Unveiled at the 2013 Geneva Motor Show, the McLaren P1 is designed for the track, developed for the road. Under the 

bonnet lies a mid-mounted 3.8-litre twin-turbo V8 petrol engine, combined with a KERS electric motor, that accelerates from 

0 to 100km/h in less than 3 seconds and has a top speed electronically limited to 350km/h.

With an optimum mix of superb throttle response, day-to-day drivability and top speed, the McLaren P1 can be driven 

solely in electric mode. It has RaceActive chassis control, front underbody flaps and active rear wing with DRS.

Production is strictly limited to 375, and it costs from £866,000 on the road.

Access Bank Day 
WHEN 29 June 2013  WHERE Ham Polo Club, London

Fifth Chukker and Access Bank invite you to our second company

great

great
causesgreat
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Banke Kuku

“With digital printing you can have as many colours as you want – there is no restriction.”

B anke draws inspiration from the abundant colours and sights of her native country and translates them into rich 
patterns that evoke the sights and sounds of Nigeria. Working from her studio in West London, she creates glorious intricate fabrics that rushed o! the shelves when 

they were "rst stocked in Selfridges.“#e Selfridges’ buyers originally bought the black and white 
cushions, thinking the monochrome palette would complement the 
current taste for neutrals. #ey added just a few coloured ones and they 
sold out immediately, to everyone’s surprise,” says Banke, who moved to 
the UK when she was eight years old. Now she is in the process of designing a second collection that will 
be in store in the next few months, concentrating on her trademark 
colourful prints, including the Delta design, which is inspired by the 
deep colours of the Niger Delta.

Her print designs have also graced the catwalks of London, Paris and 
New York and her woven interior fabrics have participated in furniture 
shows from Milan to Africa. Her latest fashion prints for Virgo’s Lounge 
can soon be seen on ASOS.com.A$er graduating from Central Saint Martins and Chelsea College of 
Art & Design, Banke went to work for Duro Olowu, the London-based 
fashion designer known for his bright hues and savvy prints. She went 
on to produce fabrics for Jewel by Lisa, Ti!any Amber, Jasmine di Milo 
and Burberry before deciding to specialise in her "rst love, interiors.

For her interior designs she works with silks, suedes and rich cotton, 
using the new medium of digital printing which is durable, cost e!ective 
and can be done in the UK. “With digital printing you can have as many 
colours as you want – there is no restriction,” she says.Her clients include Prince Albert Esiri, for whom she created two 
bespoke chaises that now have pride of place in Abraka. Working 

London’s Hottest New Interior Designer
!ere’s a new name on the lips of London’s stylesetters this season, Nigeria-born Banke Kuku. From Elle Decoration to Vogue, the plaudits are pouring in as her vibrant Ankara-style fabrics are "nding their way into the chicest homes in the capital.
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ready-to-wear brands like Zara and Mango. “I don’t want to relegate my designs to haute couture runway designs,” she says !rmly. “It’s going to be exclusively high-end ready to wear. Africans are coming to learn the fact that you don’t have to go to the market, buy material and give it to a tailor to cut and sew for you. We should be at the stage where we can walk into a store and see something we like, just buy it and go.”
Adaobi considers the current location of her business within a gated residential area in Lekki, Foreshore Estate, one of her major challenges. However, based on the recognition she has got so far, this doesn’t seem to be holding her back. Her dream vision is to one day have "agship stores and for her clothes to be available in major clothing outlets. Adaobi also regrets the fact that she has to get all of her raw materials, including the Ankara fabric most of her designs are based 

on, from outside Nigeria. As she explains, “#e government has not given enough support to the fashion industry.”Still, despite the challenges, Adaobi’s passion for her chosen profession is un"agging. She even considers it a calling. “#is is me. It is something I can do. And it’s not about having money and being comfortable enough at a certain point in my life to go into it. #ere are some young designers who did not have money to start with but have been able to make it. God has given all of us a talent. It’s le$ for you search in your heart for what you are good at and once you are on the right track, success come like this!” she exclaims with a snap of her !ngers. Adaobi hasn’t had any real rest since April %&'% and with her third collection set to roll out, it doesn’t look like life will be slowing down for her any time soon. But with a nod from Vogue it certainly seems that all her hard work and passion for fashion is paying o(. !

“We should be at the stage where we can walk into a store and see something we like, just buy it and go.”
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extreme sports

EXTREME
Nigeria!

Nigeria’s growing number of white-knuckle adventure options o"ers thrill-seekers 

numerous adrenalin-surging escapades, from climbing the “Mountain of Death” to 

sport #shing, jeep escapades and two-wheel descents on Nigeria’s dramatic terrain.

F
or fun-!lled daredevil pursuits, 

look no further than Nigeria, 

where the landscape o"ers 

countless exciting, blood-pumping 

adventures. Deep, clear waters 

provide a fantastic opportunity for underwater 

discovery, from scuba-diving the sponge-

scattered plunging depths to snorkelling in the 

shallows over powdery sands. Speed freaks are 

spoilt for choice by dozens of high-velocity 

water and land-based sports quests such as a 

heart-stopping, bumpy bash across plunging 

valleys and gorges by #x#. Trek up high into 

the Mandara Mountains along perilous rock-

strewn trails, paddle a kayak in crocodile-

inhabited waters or venture out onto high seas 

for a battle with mammoth sail!sh – but watch 

out for African thorn and roaming cattle. 

KAYAKING AT CALABAR BEACH

With its rugged, wave-soaked coastline stretching 

850 km and succession of secluded sandy 

beaches, Nigeria has long been visited by nautical 

adventurers skirting the shore in vessels weathered 

by the high seas. Canoes have been used for 

transport to navigate the lagoon villages since 

ancient times. Today, in Calabar Beach in the 

country’s south-east, white water torrents offer an 

altogether more invigorating paddle across choppy 

rapids in drenching sea spray and out through 

gaps in the rocks in a voyage of seafaring bravado. 

Strong currents, eddies and surging pulls provide 

a challenge to inexperienced paddlers who can 

journey by blade power to the swamp-hemmed 

mouth of the new Calabar River, stretching two 

miles long by 500 ft wide. Here, amongst reptile-

rich marshlands, canoeists can revel in a mystical 

adventure in the company of crocodiles as they 

battle against tidal sweeps and underwater 

obstructions to reach the sanctuary of the soft sands 

of the beach. Really keen to celebrate the canoe? 

Then visit Calabar Beach at Christmastime to join 

the nimble, deft precision of some of Nigeria’s finest 

paddlers in an exciting series of competitive events 

as part of the Calabar Christmas Carnival at the 

Marina Resort. 

Nigeria Rowing Canoe and Sailing Federation 

Tel: +234 705 5977346 

Email: nigyfed@yahoo.com

WHEEL SPINS AND JEEP THRILLS 

Undulating deep, sensuous curves and death-defying gorges typify 

the terrain of the picturesque Mambilla Plateau on the Adamawa 

Highland. Lofty grasslands at 1,524 metres flanked by dense, dark 

forests necessitate thick jumpers, gloves and flasks of hot drinks 

due to gusts of chilly wind. Forming a stark contrast to the rugged, 

rocky peaks of the surrounding countryside, the glorious oh-so-

green scenery of the Mambilla Plateau, with its rounded slopes, is a 

favourite with intrepid 4x4 explorers. Unmade roads, with potholes 

the size of mini-vans, make a robust vehicle essential. You’ll also 

need to pack all the basics, such as camping gear, unless you stay 

overnight in one of the plateau’s few hotels. Excruciating gear-

crunching is inevitable on the bumpy, bone-juddering descents and 

climbs that hurl passengers around like rag dolls. Spine-tingling tips, 

teeters and skids result from hair-raising bends but are all part of the 

fun once you’ve left the Yola Airport road. With its gasp-inducing, 

SWOOPING BIRD BEASTS

In the unspoilt wilderness regions of Nigeria 

yet to be sullied by vehicle emissions, the 

largest birds of prey – including hawks, 

eagles, kites and harriers – can still be 

found. With their fearsome hooked beaks, 

flesh-tearing tactics, strong legs, powerful 

talons and keen eyesight, these predatory 

birds boast terrifying might – and of the 

233 species found worldwide, 48 occur in 

Nigeria’s untamed wilds. Tales of mammoth 

vultures swooping down on ancient forests 

and gorges remain firmly rooted in local 

legend – but aren’t consigned to the past. 

For these bone-gnawing raptors continue 

to nest in caves, ledges and low rocks rising 

from the Mandara Mountains and can be 

sighted swooping down to smash prey 

against rocky ravines, dipping in flight from 

a soaring position to increase velocity and 

power. Birds rely on almost bionic eyesight 

to hunt out prey in sheltered, rocky cavities 

close to forested areas in Nigeria’s many 

mountainous and wooded expanses. 

Extreme birders should engage a specialist 

guide, dress for a mix of humidity, rain and 

cooler conditions and prepare to be wowed. 

West African Ornithological Society 

www.malimbus.free.fr 

African Bird Club 

www.africanbirdclub.org/countries/Nigeria
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Nwankwo Kanuh Chukker welcomes our new Charity Ambassador, 

Adam Taylor, Business Development Manager at 

h Chukker, says: “It is a great honour to welcome 

h Chukker’s charity ambassador. !rough 

this partnership we very much look forward to helping 

bring about meaningful and sustainable change to the 

, Kanu kicked o. 

his football career at the Nigerian league club Federation 

Works, before moving to Iwuanyanwu Nationale. He 

started playing for the Nigeria Under-17 side in 1993 and 

Kanu was at the height of his career, having scored 

nal match against Brazil in the 

 Atlanta Olympics, when disaster struck. A routine 

medical for his new team, Inter Milan, showed he had 

a faulty aortic valve. Not only did this serious heart 

-year-old Kanu needed four hours 

of open heart surgery, but he was also told his football 

“When it happened the doctor said to me, ‘You can’t play 

football again’. It was the end of the world. I was scared. 

But I’m a Christian and I prayed that God would help 

me,” Kanu has said. “!e "rst thing was to have 

the operation and once that was successful I never 

believed I would not play again.”

Kanu’s determination and faith saw him through 

the operation and 14 months of rehabilitation, a 

long time in a sports career. He returned to his 

Italian team before transferring to Arsenal, where 

he went on to score 44 goals in "ve years.

!e months spent in recovery had inspired 

Kanu. “My heart problems changed my aspect on 

life,” he has said. “If you have been in hospital for 

that kind of thing, then it does. No one knows what 

the future holds and maybe that’s why I started 

to think about others more. When it happened 

it helped me understand what life was all about. 

I’ve always taken responsibility, but only when 

something like that happens can you really see.”

And so in 2000 Kanu set up the Kanu Heart 

Foundation (KHF), which helps Nigerian and 

African children and young adults in need of 

heart surgery. He started by raising money to 

send two young Nigerian children to the UK for 

surgery. However this was very expensive, so the 

Foundation started sending children to hospitals 

in Israel and India. It has also trialled a project 

bringing cardiac surgeons to Nigeria to carry out 

surgery in hospitals here. !e results speak for 

themselves: to date the KHF has helped over 500 

people, with a 98.5% success rate on surgeries 

performed. However with 320 patients waiting 

to be sent abroad for treatment, and over 1,000 

people on the waiting list, the challenge is ongoing. 

Kanu has a long-term goal of opening heart 

hospitals across Africa, and plans are currently 

underway – supported by President Goodluck 

Jonathan – to establish one in Nigeria. 

With such an impressive record of charitable 

endeavour, Fifth Chukker is proud that 

Nwankwo Kanu has agreed to join us in 

meeting our goal to help underprivileged 

children in Nigeria. With his help, Fifth 

Chukker is confident we can raise a substantial 

amount of money this year to support ongoing 

projects and fund new ones. !
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Breast cancer is the most common cause of 
cancer deaths in women, both in Nigeria 
and worldwide. It a+ects women of all 
ages, nationalities and backgrounds. "e 
latest global estimates suggest that one in 

eight women will develop breast cancer at some point 
in their lives. Every year more than a million new cases 
are diagnosed, and more than 400,000 die. Despite 
progress in knowledge and treatment of the disease, these 
numbers are still rising.

"e chances of recovery from breast cancer are 
dramatically increased if treatment is received in the 
earliest stages. "is can be achieved by women carrying 
out regular self-examinations, and seeking medical 
advice as soon as they notice any change.

In Nigeria, more than 80% of breast cancer patients seek 
treatment too late for it to be e+ective, largely due to a lack 
of knowledge or unwillingness to seek medical care. As a 
result, the #ve-year survival rate of women diagnosed with 
breast cancer in Nigeria is just 10%, compared with 70% in 
Western Europe and North America. 

SPEAKING OUT
"e battle to increase awareness and improve treatment 
has been led by several strong Nigerian women who 
have made the decision to speak out about their own 
experiences. In 1993, Princess Nikky Onyeri was 
diagnosed with breast cancer. "e Nigerian doctor was 
unable to perform a mammography or biopsy, but told 
her she would die within six months unless she had a 
breast removed. Onyeri travelled to the UK for a second 
diagnosis, which showed that the lump was in fact benign.

Shocked at the lack of information and resources in 
her own country, Onyeri started the Princess Nikky 
Breast Cancer Foundation in Abuja in 1995 to promote 
awareness of the disease and help more women access 
e+ective treatment and support. 

Breast cancer survivor Betty Anyanwu-Akeredolu, 
similarly motivated by personal experience, founded 
the Breast Cancer Association of Nigeria (BRECAN) in 

1997. BRECAN aims to put breast cancer on the national 
agenda and break down stigmas and taboos that deter 
people from talking about it or seeking help.

TAKING ACTION
Every year BRECAN organises Jog for Life. "e events 
bring people together to raise awareness and money, with 
funds raised going to projects such as accommodation 
for breast cancer out-patients and support clinics for 
patients and their families.

Fi!h Chukker and Healthy Images Consulting are also 
currently collaborating on a nationwide action plan to 
improve screening for breast cancer. "is is based on the 
provision of educational outreach and self-help packs, 
as well as ensuring that ultrasound and mammography 
technology is available for professional diagnosis. "e 
“Be Breast Aware” pack includes a multilingual DVD 
about breast cancer and self-examination, a lea$et with 
a calendar to keep track of examinations, and a Breast 
Sense self-examination glove which is designed to make 
it easier to detect changes. !

The battle against 
BREAST CANCER

HOW TO CHECK YOUR BREASTS

STEP 1 Look in the mirror with shoulders straight and 
arms on hips. Check for any changes to the shape or 
appearance of breasts, including swelling or redness.

STEP 2 Repeat step one with your arms raised above 
your head.

STEP 3 Check for any signs of fluid coming from 
nipples.

STEP 4 Lie down. Use your left hand to feel your 
right breast, and right hand to feel your left breast. 
Apply firm pressure using the pads of your first two 
fingers. Move in small circles across the whole breast 
area, including armpits, collarbone and the top of 
your ribcage.

STEP 5 Repeat step four while standing or sitting.

The chances 
of recovery 
from breast 
cancer are 
dramatically 
increased if 
treatment is 
received in 
the earliest 
stages.

Supporting Breast Cancer Awareness

Breast cancer is the most common cancer in women, with about one million new cases 
diagnosed each year worldwide. In reality one woman in eight will develop breast 
cancer over the course of their lives. Most cases are diagnosed in women over 50. 
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Helping clients to !and out in their field of expertise

"e point of di#erence

ORGANISATIONAL DEVELOPMENT | ORGANISATIONAL EFFECTIVENESS
TRAINING & DEVELOPMENT | EXECUTIVE RECRUITMENT | BRAND IDENTITY CREATION

BRAND REFRESH | GRAPHIC DESIGN | INTERNAL COMMUNICATION | ADVERTISING DEVELOPMENT
NEW MEDIA OPTIMISATION | WEBSITE DESIGN | CORPORATE DOCUMENTATION | PUBLISHING

2ND FLOOR BERKELEY HOUSE | BERKELEY SQUARE | LONDON | W1J 6BD

+44 (0) 7950 743 517 | +44 (0) 7931 790 907 | +234 (0) 803 402 2950 | INFO@ANCORAPOINT.COM | WWW.ANCORAPOINT.COM








